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What this dictionary can tell you about English

Spelling

colsour? (US = col-or) }

bake /beik/ v i (of fish, vegetables, cakes
etc) to cook, be cooked by dry heat in an oven:
" bake bread]potitves

al-so /':lssy, inraddition: I love chips and I

3 adv ¥in addi
aiso like peas. Also I like tomatoes. I can also
hold a spider.

always refers to health. When askmg abouta person’s
character, appearance etc use What is . . . like? as in
What's your new teacher like?

L AOK How'

For detailed information,
read Appendices 1 and 2.

headword
Foran
explanation of
derivative these words,
read pages
F7-8.
compound

abbreviations are given in the
main text of the dlctlonary
with full mformatlon
American spelling

correct aIternét_ive spelling
plural form

anirregular piural

the last letter is doubled
before you add -ed or -ing

irregular verb forms

comparative and superlative
forms

a simple explanation

examples of how the word is
used in sentences

afull note, with examples, on
acommon error when this
word is used in sentences
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Grammar

‘con-glgt fkon'sist/ vi (nﬁm@ Not used in

the continuous tenses, e.g. ‘is/was -ing’. V' conslst

ary! /'kontrary/ adj (pred) contrary to
sthopposm{osomething What you havedone is

de-pend-s f;h
(on sb/sth)

ndons/ nu dependence
e of being supported by -

edge? eds/

press? /pres/ v
press ahead (with sth) o continue ‘{an.
i defermined:effort: ahead;

press on (with sth) = press afiead (with sth).

Usage

min-ute! /marnju:t/.adj (no comp, but the min-
utest can be used for emphasis) 1 very small:
minute. particles ‘of dust. 2 giving small details;
careful and exact: the minutest details.

cost' /kost/ n 1 nc,nu the amount of money (to
be) paid for: m@ethms.tiw cost afmpaih/afrem
ing a flatjof deaming to-drive; without regard
cost (= without: considering how much mmey
would be needed); ) ‘Cost’is used when referring
to an amount to be paid (e.g. for building, repairs,
paying fees etc) which involves paying people for
labour, materials, rent, meals etc. ‘Price’is used when
referring to payment to be paid when buying individ-
ual things as in shops. ‘Cost’ is also used for general
expenses such as running a car, living expenses etc.

v edge sth (with sth) 1o

parts of speech — for an
explanation of vtand vior nc
and nu, read pages F14-16

‘the’is always used before
‘EEC’

U, ‘Ithas
etc are

‘l am consisting. .
been consisting. . .
not possible

this meaning of ‘ill’is used
afteraverb. . .

this meaning of ‘ill’is used
before a noun — for detailed
information, read pages
F17-18

shows that a particular
preposition is used after the
word

the uses of verbs with an
adverb or preposition are
listed at the end of the entry
for the verb — for detailed
information, read pages
F14-15

the special use of the
superlative

a simple explanation of a
common difficulty with
choosing between two words
that have similar meanings



orate /s:'rert/ vi (formal) to speak in public.
fiv-or /fava(r)/ nc (informal) a £5 note.

'deta banikibese nc (campulers) a collection of
" inforivsion ready for Mmam

car-ni-vore’ I’Iazmvb:(r)f‘nt (science) §
__that cats meat. Gompare ! herbivore;
"~ omnivore.

tag-on-ist mu‘mgmst/ nc ([lleralure) the
’;::;:: character ifr a drama or novel. We
antagonist{2). et

‘econ-omi-oal /,:.bfmlnﬂ/ adj
) mouey, time, supplies ete:
for heating water. Opp uneconomaca!

orews’ /grewv '« —8t) serious; very sad
-ddiuwom/ a‘};'veuem = gravity(2).

real /riol/ adj existing i fiact; wot ime ns:
ficial: Was ita real man m& psi?
Mlmppenm
in stories. Whouwm. dnm?

Tellmtlzemd(-=tn)mfww

Compare genuine, unreal.

fa-mous /'fermos/ adj known widely; having
fame: a famous scientist. Compare infamous.

Spoken English

read-er /'ri:da(r)/ nc 1 a person who reads, esp

'day-long adj, adv (lasting) for the whole day.

,day-re'turn nc (also attrib) a ticket to travel to a

place and back on the same day.

May /mei/ n (also atrib) the fifth month of the
year, with 31 days: He came on 6 May. ) '6 May’
is spoken as ‘May the sixth’or ‘the sixth of May'.

= |

|

words that are used in
particular situations are
labelled

references to opposites,
related words and words that
are often confused

special symbols show how
each word is spoken, and the
marks , and ' show stress —
for detailed information, read
page F20

a note on special problems
when saying a written
sentence or phrase
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Make the best use of your dictionary

These notes will show you how to use this dictionary. Read all of this
section so that you know the ways in which this dictionary can help you.

You can use this dictionary to find a spelling or meaning of a word but you
can also use it to increase your vocabulary, learn English grammar and
improve your ability to form many kinds of sentences.

Find the word you need

If yoﬁ have any problems with the spelling of the word, read Appendix 1 at
the back of this dictionary.

Use the word in the top corner of each page (called a running head) to find
the page that has the word you are looking for.

For example, brand is on page 75:

74 75

disgrace. 6 a piece of burli*k a fire).
brand? /brend/ vi 1 to mark s goods etc)
: with a brand%(3). 2 (fig) 10 give (& person) a bad
the head or body for- name: She has been branded as a thief..

ward (as & grce “They bowed low.” bow

and scriipw 1o betdive with too much respect in \

order to gef-a person’s favour. 2 v to bend (¥ bread /bred/ nu 1 (also artrib) a kind of food

head) forward: They bowed their heads in pr made by mixing flour with water and yeast and
The running heads show the
words that are included in
pages 74-75 of the dictionary.

A single word

The word you are looking for is in thick black letters. It is put into the
dictionary in one of three ways:

0O A word such as bottle, happy, run, through has a complete entry in the
dictionary with numbered meanings and examples. It is in thick black
letters and is called a headword:

hap-py /hepi/ adj (-ier, -iest} 1 feeling or headword

ure, contentment, satisfaction

etc: a happy face/child. Their marriage has been a

happy one.

If a word is used in two or more grammatical forms (e.g. asanoun and a
verb, or as an adj, adv and pron), each form is given a separate entry in
alphabetical order (e.g. the noun entry comes before the verb entry)
and the headwords are numbered:

bottle /'botl/ nc mer with a narrow
Beck, used trle; a botde of (=
fifled bottle holds: numbered headwords
bott : i m
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If a word has two or more completely different meanings, each meaning
is given a separate entry and the headwords are numbered:

numbered headwords

O A word such as happily, laziness, rearrangement is formed by adding -ly,
-ness, -ment etc to a word. This changes the grammatical form (e.g.
happy (adjective) becomes happily (adverb)) but the meaning is almost
the same. A word of this kind is called a derivative and it is in thick black
letters at the end of the entry for the main word (e.g. happy):

derivatives in alphabetical
order

O A word such as air letter, face-cloth, haircut is formed by joining two
words together. It can be written as two words, as one word with a
-hyphen or as a single word. This new word has a different meaning from
the meaning of the words that form each part. A word of this kind is
called a compound and it is in thick black letters at the end of the emtry
for the word that forms the first part:

compounds in alphabetical
order

A group of words

The word you are looking for may be part of a group of words, e.g. check
on a person|[something, be in good hands, hold one’s tongue, the man in the
street, first of all, and these are in thick black sloping letters. There are many
kinds of groups but it will help you to remember that they are usually one of
three kinds:

O A group of words such as check on a person/something, be in good
hands, hold one’s tongue is a verb with a special meaning. The meaning



F9

is not the same as the meaning for a verb (e.g. check, be, hold) that
forms part of the group. There are two kinds of groups like these:

a verb followed by a word like about, down, in, on, up (e.g. check on a
persaon/something). This is in thick black sloping letters in the entry for
the verb. If there are more than two of these in an entry, they are put at
the end of the entry for the verb:

in alphabetical order (‘on’
comes before ‘out’, ‘over’etc)

averb with a noun like hand, tongue in the group (e.g. be in good hands,
hold one’s tongue). This is in thick black sloping letters in the entry for
the noun. It is put at the end of the meaning of the nouri that is nearest
to the meaning of the group (e.g. hold one’s tongue is at the end of
tongue, meaning 1):

in alphabetical order (‘have’

d ﬁdothisasa bef ‘hold’
s (tho @gnb) an animal's comes before ‘hold’ etc)

A group of words such as the man in the street has a special meaning. The
meaning is not the same as the meanings for the separate words that -
form the group. This is in thick black sloping letters in the entry for the
first main word, usually a noun (e.g. man). It is put at the end of the
meaning that is nearest to the meaning of the group (e.g. the man in the
streetis at the end of man?, meaning 1): .
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maen' /men/ n (pl men /men/) 1 nc (often used in
cornbinations) an adult male human being: a post-
man/clergyman. . Fhere's'a man at the door. man
and boy from boyhood onwards: He has worked . ) , ,
for the firm, man and boy, for thirty years. the in alphabetical order (‘street
man in the “’“',“P:i?“ regar dedof i e comes after ‘boy’and before
senting the interests and opinions of ordinary ‘world
people. a man of the ' world a person with wide L
experience of business and society. 2 (usually p/;

Because it is often very difficult to know where to find a group like this
in the dictionary, there are references (using =) to send you to the right
place: ’
boy /bo1/ nc 1 a male person up to the age of 17 or
18. © boyish. jobs for the boﬂ: (infolremal)
appointing one’s Own.supporters, people one
li;l:es etc to (senior) jobs. man and boy = Look at the entry for man’.
man'(1). 2 ason: He hastwo boys and one girl.

O A group of words such as first of all has a special meaning. It is in thick
black sloping letters in the entry for the first main word (e.g. first). It is
put at the end of the meaning that is nearest to the meaning of the group
(e.g. first of all is at the end of first?, meaning 1):

first2 /fa:st/ adv 1 before any other or others: /
saw her first. What will do you first? First, I'd like
to thank my wife. Compare last?(1), next3(1). .
first of all (used for emphasis): First of all we in alphabetical order (‘all’
must rescue ihe children. first and foremost comes before ‘foremost”)
(used for emphasis) before anything else: First
cnd foremost you must check that the electricity is
off. 2 for the first time: [ first met her in Paris

Because it is often very difficult to know where to find a group like this
in the dictionary. there are references (using =) to send you to the right
place:

all® />:1/ pron. nu . . . first/last/ Look at the entry for first?
second of all < first?(1), last?(1), second?. 2 meaning 1.

r
Look inside the front cover of the dictionary. There is a chart that has
the information about how to find the word vou need.

Find the meaning you need
You have found the word you need but you need the right meaning or use:

Each meaning in a main entry begins with a thick black number, 1. 2, 3 etc
(called a definition number). The meanings are organized so that the one
used most often and in most situations comes first. The last meanings are
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ones that are less used, more formal or used in special situations like
science or a particular sport. Read each numbered meaning until you find
the one you need.

If you are still not sure about which meaning to choose, read all the
examples that follow the meanings. These will help you to understand the-
meanings better.

& 1 mg;mm (an example definition number, meaning,

“of) an expectation or hope: I see noflittle/not examples
much prospect af his recovery. There are good

v a wide-

Some entries have information about when the word is used (e.g. formal,
informal; science, sport) to help you choose the right meaning or use of a
word.

Choose the word you need

You have found the word you were looking for but you are not sure that it
is the word you need:

First, you must read the entry carefully because you may find information
that will make you sure.

You may be given a reference to another entry for a word that is used in
similar ways. For example, at every you are asked to compare the use of
all:

Compere: alll(1), . Compare the meaning and
use of ‘all’.

If you look at all’, you will find information to help you choose between
every and all:

1
e of: All stu-
‘All’ and ‘every’ an explanation of the
can hlave the same me;;l'r:g but “all’ is used with a differences between ‘all’and
plural noun, as in All t s have a post office, and ’ g .
‘every’is used with a singular noun, as in Every town every and how each word is
has a post office. Similarly, in the negative, ‘not all’is - used in a sentence
used with a plural noun and ‘not every’ with a E
singular noun, as in Not 3ll towns have/Not every
town has a hospital. GHIREINDR, SE6N, evity::
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You may be given a reference to the entry for another word that is often
confused with the word you have found. For example, at continuous you
are asked to compare ‘continual’:

Compare continual. S Look at the meaning and use
of ‘continual’.

When you have read the meanings and examples for both words, you can
decide which one to choose. ' '

You may be given the more usual word as the explanation but only if that
word is very easy: -

. pialy to begin (the ‘Commence’ means ‘begin’
more usual word). (N) For a comparison of com- and ‘begin’is used much
mence, begin and start, <> the note at begin(1). more often. Look at begin for

detailed information.

Write the word you have chosen

The biggest problems when you write a word in a sentence are spelling and
grammar.

Spelling
There is information in thick black letters about spelling the forms of a word
when it is used in sentences:

how to spell the plural form
of anoun

how to spell the different
forms of averb

how to spell the different
forms of an adjective

doubling the last letter of a
verb or adjective

For details about spelling forms of verbs, look at the section on spelling
in Appendix 2 at the back of this dictionary.

For details about spelling forms of other words, look at Appendix 1 at
the back of this dictionary.

Word-division

There is one special problem when you write words. Near the end of a line
of writing you may find that you do not have enough room to write the next
word. The best thing to do is to begin that word on the next line.
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Sometimes, especially if you are typing, you may want to divide the word at
the end of a line and put part of it on the next line. This is called word-
division. The places where a word can be divided are shown in the head-
word using a thick black dot: ’

every-body ex-amine ex-cla-ma-tion

You can divide the word at a place where there is a - by putting the part
before the - at the end of a line and adding a hyphen (e.g. every-) and then
putting the part after the - at the beginning of the next line (e.g. body).
Always divide a compound at the place where the two words that form it
are joined:

eye-shadow love-letter riﬁg-le.dor

Grammar

There is a great deal of information about grammar in this dictionary. To
help you make the most use of it, there are no codes, no difficult labels and
no complicated abbreviations. Here is an explanation of how grammar is
described for verbs, nouns and adjectives. -

Verbs

We have most difficulty with verbs. This dictionary gives detailed infor-
mation that is easy to learn and use.

Look at Appendix 2 at the back of the dictionary where there is a chart that
shows all the verb tenses and their passive forms. This chart will help you to
identify the tenses and choose the one you need. If you are not sure about
which tense to use, look at the entry for the tense (e.g. past perfect) in the.
dictionary.

Under the chart there is useful information about particular verbs and
sentences. .

There is also a section in Appendix 2 on spelling verb forms (e.g. -d, -ed
and -ied) and doubling last letters (e.g. dragged, beginning). These forms
are also given in thick black letters at the entry for the verbin the dictionary:

The past forms are ‘married’.

¥ (-, US 1) SNSRI 1n British English the final
: letter is doubled in the past -
" tenses and the -ing form.

At the end of Appendix 2, there is a omplete list of verbs with irregular
forms. These forms'are also given at the entry for the verb in the dictionary:

M(pl sang /szp/, pp sung /san/) Bl irregular forms for the past
_ tense (e.g. | sang) and the
past participle (e.g. | have
sung)
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When you look at the entry for a verb, you will see vt or vi or v, vi.

vt means that the verb (or a particular meaning of the verb if vt follows a
definition number) is always followed by a noun or a noun phrase (e.g.
I broke the cup). This is called a transitive verb. You cannot use a verb or
meaning of a verb that is marked vt unless you use a noun or a noun phrase
after it (e.g. I sold my bike, not ‘I sold.’).

vi means that the verb (or a particular meaning of the verb if vi follows a
definition number) cannot be used before a noun or a noun phrase (e.g.
I laughed or I laughed at her, not ‘I laughed her dress.’) This is called an
intransitive verb.

vt,vi means that the verb can be used with a noun or a noun phrase (e.g.
I burned the wood) or without a noun or a noun phrase (e.g. It burned
easily).

Other special difficulties when using a particular verb are given at the entry
in the dictionary:

‘Itis seeming’, ‘He was
seeming’ etc are not possible.
Use a tense that does not
have -ing such as

‘It seems all right’, ‘He
seemed to be working’.

If the verb is used with a particular group of words, this is given in thick
black sloping letters in the entry for the verb:

“‘Recover’is used on its own
or with ‘from something’as
shown in the example. No
other addition (e.g. ‘in
something’, ‘to something’
etc) is possible.

‘Rely’is always used with ‘on
a person’or ‘on something’.
‘I rely.’ is not possible.

() round some words in the group shows that these words can be used with
the verb or’you can leave them out (e. g. Will he recover? and Will he
recover from his illness? are both possible). If there are no ( ), you must use
all the words in the group (e.g. You can rely on me, not “You can rely.’).

/ in a group of words shows that you have a choice. Rely on sb/sth means
that You can rely on me and You can rely on this dictionary are both
possible. '
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Sometimes you will find ( ) and / used in the same group:

( rescue sb/sth (from sb/ . The following choices are
'  dis- possible:
rescue a person,
rescue something,
rescue a person from another
person,

rescue a person from
something,
rescue something from a
person,
rescue something from
something.

This use of ( ) and / is the same in every entry (for nouns, adjectives etc
as well as verbs) and every part of an entry (in explanations, examples,
idioms etc).

If you remember these easy rules about the use of () and /, you can
often use a verb in many ways in sentences and you will quickly increase
your use of English.

Nouns

There is a section in Appendix 1 on spelling noun forms (e.g. -s, -es, and
-ies).

All -ies forms and irregular plural forms are given in thick black letters at the
entries for nouns in the dictionary:

fiy* /flay/ nic (p! flies) a kind of two-winged'insect onefly, two flies
child “/tfald/ ne' (pl children /'tfildron/) 1 a one child, two children

When you look at the entry for a noun, you will see nc or nu or nc, nu.

nc means that the noun (or a particular meaning of the noun if nc follows a
definition number) can be used with a/an/one and in the plural. This is
called a countable noun.

nu means that the nouns (or a particular meaning of the noun if nu follows a
definition number) cannot be used with a/an/one and cannot be used in the
plural. This is called an uncountable noun. .

‘A house’, ‘the house’, ‘two
houses’etc are possible.

Only ‘information’and ‘the
information’are possible.

i

g a nu (also attrib) a sub- Only ‘paper’and ‘the paper’
stance in the form of sheets, used for writing, are possible with this meaning
pnntmg, drawmg wrappmg, packing etc: a'sheet

ap 2

nc = newspaper: the ‘A paper’, ‘two papers’ etc are
g who a possible with this meaning.
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nc,nu means that the noun (or a particular meaning of the noun if nc,nu
follows a definition number) can be used in the singular (with or without
a/an/one) and in the plural: .

%%  ‘Marriage’can be used in
d either way, as shown by the

: ; examples.
“+ ma A marriage has been arranged between
Jane and Tom. & n matriage one that has
Some nouns are always plural:
par-ticu-lars /ps'tikjolsz/ n pl details: We need ‘Particulars’is always used

with a plural verb, e.g. are.

Some nouns are always singular:

‘man:‘ner ['men3 . ,
thing is done orh ‘a manner’, ‘his manner’etc
sing 8 pe but no plural
-don't: P

Some nouns are used with the (e.g. the police) and this is shown by (the —)
at the entry for the noun:

po-lice? /pstiss/ a pl (the —) A Official group of You must use ‘the police’and
not ‘a police’ or ‘police’.

Other nouns are the names of unique things, e.g. the planet ‘Earth’, and
these are marked n:

earth' /3:0/ n 1 n (often E-) thé planet on whick:  There is only one.

Some nouns are always used with a capital letter (e.g. Highness) or are
often used with a capital letter (e g. Parliament). These are shown at the
entry in the dictionary:

Only ‘Highness'is possible
with this meaning.

i (also  P-) fdh ‘Parliament’is also used.

If the noun is used with a particular group of wordsy this is given in thick
black sloping letters in the entry for the noun:

The following choices are
possible:

alecture,

a lecture about something,
a lecture on something

give sb a 4

All the words in the group .
must be used.

% Person off or $fate pne’s FLHHNE
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() round some words in a group, e.g. get (hold of) the wrong end of the stick,
shows that these words can be used with the noun or you can leave them
out (e.g. He got the wrong end of the stick is also possible). If there are no
(), you must use all the words in a group (e.g. / gave hima lecture) and you
cannot change any (e.g. ‘I wrote him a lecture’ or ‘I gave the lecture’ are
not possible with this meaning of lecture).

/ in a group of words shows that you have a choice (e.g. lecture (aboutfon
sth) means that a lecture about something and a lecture on something are

both possible).

Sometimes you will see ( ) and / used in the same group as shown here (and
so listen to a lecture is also possible).

Adjectives

There is a section in Appendix 1 on spelling comparative and superlative
forms (e.g. -r, -st; -er, -est; -ier, -iest). These forms are given in thick black
letters in the entry for the adjective in the dictionary:

e TR —r. —st) il finer, finest
TR (—er, —est)) greater, greatest
DN BRI GE (-ier, -iest) AL happier, happiest

Unnsual comparative and superlative forms are also shown in thick black
letters:

irregular forms

fatter, fattest

Some adjectives have (no comp) which means that they cannot be used as a
comparative or superlative (i.e. -r, -st etc and more . . ., most . . . are not -
possible).

‘Equal’used with this
meaning has no comparative
or superlative.

In English we can use most adjectives before a noun or after a verb (e.g.
‘It’s a red ball’ or “The ball is red”). But when you look at an entry for an
adjective, you will sometimes see (attrib) or (pred).

(artrib) means that the adjective (or a particular meaning of the adjective if
(attrib) follows a definition number) can only be used before a noun (e.g.
advance in an advance warning). This is called an attributive position.

Another common use of (attrib) is to show that a noun (e.g. family) is often
used as an attributive (e.g. a family discussion = a discussion between
members of a family): s



