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The Infected Pool

This summer, in one of Japan’s major cities,
Southeast Asian women began coming to the prefec-
tural swimming pool. They were presumed to be
bar hostesses. The rumor spread that children
were getting venereal disease from the pool. The
pool office and the local health center were flooded
with telephone calls. Despite this summer’s heat,
pool attendance for August dropped 6,000 from last
year.

The Infected Pool was not the swimming pool.
Diseases are not transmitted by chlorinated water.
The Infected Pool was the stinking pool of racism,
sexism, class prejudice, and twisted sexuality in the
minds of the rumor mongers.

Think. There are far, far more Japanese prosti-
tutes than Southeast Asian prostitutes working in
this country. They have been going to public swim-
ming pools for years without triggering any mass
hysteria.

Think further. For every woman that has VD
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