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Unit1 Saving Mother Earth

Approaching the Topic

¢ 1.Warming Up ®

LR

Some {isheamen foKe
o0 many §isi from tne e
feavtnd” none fon US

2 pengins

Questions : Look at the pictures above , and discuss with your partner.
1)Name the problems reflected in the pictures.

2)Can you list some other examples of environmental destruction? What are they?
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¢ 2 Words and Phrases Related to the Topic ®

ecology A7 global warming £BRAE R
ozone layer REJZ explosive population growth
nature preserves HSR{EX N ETE 2RI N
tropical rain forests #H7 ik excessive use of natural resources
alternative energy resources B SRR A L BE el
AR RE IR soil erosion + {2
contamination 5 %% extinction of some species
toxic emissions 4 Z T Yy K 4
radiation & &} genetically modified crops
deforestation FRZFRM RN RAEY
greenhouse effect yi& &3 heavily polluted area
environmentalist T3 3= X ¥ 75 G E b X

use environmental-friendly products {ii FH ¥ 37 5
organize environmental activities 20 213415 3)
popularize environmental protection knowledge & K FF {511
preserve forests {7 ZEHk

employ clean energy resources i Ff i i RE TR

develop renewable resources FF % 7] F-4= ¥ IR

deal with air pollution J4H 2 S J5 4L

develop solar energy FF % K FHRE

adopt environmental protection techniques ¥ FH {3 H A
protect rare wild animals and plants {£47 325 87 4= shida 4y
reduce pesticide residue Jg />4 257 B3

keep ecological balance {4 &£

produce health-care food 4 P={ fd £ 5

improve the eco-environment P34 253715

reduce the number of vehicles /> #1544

recycle waste resources [R]1 AT 7] F 157 3% %¢ 1R

reduce the production of wastes Jg/> K4 7=

prohibit burning out in the open %% || & K #5

apply new exploitation methods {i Ff 37 i) 7% 75 1=
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decrease the disposal of pollutants J& /75 G- HE B ) B
tackle the problem of water and soil erosion b7k + ¥ & ] &5

k- Listening and Speaking

e Task 1 Conversation ®

Listen to two students talking about their engineering class. Then choose

the best answer to each question that follows.
1. A. A more economical diesel fuel.

B. Characteristics of a new type of fuel.

C. Where a new energy source is located.

D. How to develop alternative energy resources.
2. A. He’s studying for a test.

@

. He lost his notes.

. He missed the class.

. He’s doing research on alternative energy resources.
. It will reduce the amount of pollutants in the air.

@ > 00

. It will increase the amount of unpleasant odors from vehicles.
. It will eventually destroy the ozone layer.

o 0

. It will reduce the cost of running large vehicles.
. I’s expensive to manufacture.

It hasn’t been adequately tested.

. It damages car engines.

o0 ® >

. It’s dangerous to transport.
. To help him explain the information to his roommate.
To help him write a paper.

0w >

. To prepare for a test.
D. To tell her if the notes are accurate.



4 K RBRA TR ATV R - KRB BRI

e Task 2 Passage ®
Waord Tips
smoke-laden FTi# K %5 1t pilot scheme 55611141
~conurbation (AL AR & TLEIRBRIRED EAWE

1. Listen to the passage about air quality in Britain and then briefly answer
the following questions.

1) According to the passage, what bothered London and other major cities in
. Britain in the 1950s?

2)What seems to be the main cause for the new concerns?

3)When were standards and targets to meet the Environment Act of 1995 issued?

2. Listen again and supply the missing information.

Air quality in Britain has 1) in the last 30 years. Total emissions
of smoke in the air have 2) since 1960. London and other major
cities no longer have the dense smoke-laden “smogs” of the 1950s and in central
London 3) has increased by about 70% since the late 1950s.
However, 4) , especially over the emissions from the growing
number of motor vehicles and 5) . Measures have consequently been
adopted to reduce 6) from new vehicles.

The Environment Act of 1995 provides 7)) for air quality
management, including the 8) by the government of a national
strategy which will set 9) for the pollutants causing the most
concern. This was issued for consultation in August 1996, containing air quality
targets for the year 2005. The Act also 10) local authorities to
assess air quality 11) and to prepare action plans where
standards are not met or are 12) in future. Pilot schemes are
being taken forward in 14 areas before 13) in April 1997.

Earlier legislation allows local authorities to declare “smoke control areas” within
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which the emission of smoke from chimneys is an offense. About
14) in conurbations are covered by smoke control orders—

around 6,340 are in force.

* Task 3 Listening and Discussing ®

1. Listen to the interview and try to answer the following questions briefly.
1) Explain the meaning of the title of the book Give Up Convenience, Save Mother
Earth.

2) List some examples of the lifestyle Mr. Sanders suggests.

2. Discuss with your partner. Which of the following things would you give
up to save the environment (you can add some more) ? Elaborate on your
choices ; Which could you never give up? Why?

‘plastic bags cars - disposable chopsticks

plastic bottles of water " .convenience stores. - others

®* Task 4 Speaking ®

>» > Group Work

1. Oral Presentation ; Big and Little Things You Can Do Each student in the
group talks about one big and little thing you can do to protect our
environment , as specified below .
Student 1. Power down.
Student 2; Waste less.
Student 3 Talk to everyone about the issues concerning environmental protection.
Student 4 ; Buy green, buy local & most importantly, buy Less.
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2. Discussion: What Can We Do to Protect Our Environment on a Daily
Basis?

>» > Group Project

A 20-year-old tree =»>3,000—4 ,000 pairs of chopsticks
In Taiwan: 10,000,000,000 pairs of chopsticks / year=»2,900,000 trees cut down /
year

Design a simple questionnaire on the usage of disposable chopsticks or other
disposable products. Then interview at least 8 fellow students in your class to see
how serious the problem is in China nowadays. Finally, deliver a speech to
encourage students to be aware of the problem and to take action to use more
environmentally friendly products.

B After-class Activity

Focus on Listening

e Task 1 Conversation ¢

Werd Tp
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Listen to the conversation between a professor and a student and choose

the best answer to each question that follows.
1. A. An official campaigning environmental organization of the United Nations.
B. A local campaigning environmental organization of the U.S.
C. A lobby environmental organization of the U. S.
D. A lobby environmental organization of the U. K.
2. A. Noise in the street.
B. The increase in the speed of polar ice cap melting.
C. The protection of the rainforests and stopping acid rain.
D. The protection of people’s ordinary backyard environment.
3. A. Friends of the Earth is chiefly concerned about pollution in ordinary backyard
environments.
B. Friends of the Earth is only concerned about international problems.
C. Friends of the Earth teaches one how to make a kind of hierarchy of worry.
D. Friends of the Earth is concerned about national issues as well as international
issues.
4. A. The quality of their own environment will be improved.
B. There won’t be any rainforest for them to lobby for.
C. They can’t cover a wide range of different issues.
D. They will be able to make a kind of hierarchy of worry here.
5. A. To inform. B. To suggest.
C. To complain. D. To request.

e Task 2 News Report ¢

Listen to the news report and determine whether the following statements

are True or False.

1. In order to ensure a green Olympics, China will cut its air and water pollution by
at least 5 percent in 2008. ()

2. The most important step in curbing pollution is industrial restructuring, according
to the head of China’s environmental watchdog agency. ¢ )



