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Preface

LRALHBXRREFRLTEME., X, 0. RENAR, TEFEITEFMR
B, BELF. . HEWXELPHERENE L. BRAEHA XHRT 1987 48 “4
AL —XHELREAFAR” ERXFAN “BAEERAXLLERIALRETEHRR”, &
ERFABEF 2 F AN FRZR, RS RF, Hik, KON XLALERREEAF
BRT—-RFNES, REALEFF. ARMERRN KRG Fo L H,

“BLrE2RLBHE” REACHFRARN, EBERAT OB LERANE XENFE
BE, EHRAXBLHARTHRAEREIE, RPE4NBXE, 2% X H. BxX
g, BEFEBR, XA, FH By AE BREFFEE, R8T E, K
FRAFTE, R—TIBF¥NEALUNHR.

ATUNE AP FEEFIBHLFRZAGENS, BNEEHKT (BLLHA2H%
HE). ERE-ALEHMBRSY, UNE, XBHNZRNSEHRFATRRFARXE, T E
HEAXEGELLBAZBFRARX, FRFANIFMAURB NI ERTD A,

(B LLBAZBHAR) ARNAX, RRREFMAVEE, HFTRREZWAIR. ®
XEEHRXNXFHR, THERE, ETXEMEPXREXHRNERE, IS5, &
FEXBRKUAXEHEHEELR, TXIRAN, BERTHRBRAIEERLATAR LIRS
FRFLUITEZS, HRFERTH. hH4, ERFXHE, RNRAXEFMHERRK
ARG —2Z B LK.

FEEHELLAZERRFTCEERAELERI TEHRLIXAHARI0F, AT H
B fAREENFEZENYR. RAEEENRAMNPH I X MR ARRREF, HhTH
ERNFHEZXUHKFIEHER, BNBETREAEN - BXTEHZS5MUURETA LY
BRAEX, KETF (BELLAZETE) FHE,

RMNARKAEAAFZFAREW, UREANETXF, RERLLHB2HHENR
R BRNECHFLE (BLLAZRHR) WA YRARZIANZIEELIER, RS
B-ANEERFRPTHFERER-—GEN.

The civilisation of the Silk Road is the product of the encounter in the context of eco-
nomic, commercial and technological exchanges over centuries of people of different regions,
cultures, beliefs and races in search of survival and development. In 1987, the UNESCO
officially made the “Integral Study of the Silk Roads: Road of Dialogue” a part of its
“UNESCO World Decade for Cultural Development”, with the idea of encouraging exchange

and dialogue between the East and the West and advancing the cause of the world peace. To
1



this end, the UNESCO initiated a whole series of undertakings which have been welcomed
and supported by academics, governments and the people of many countries.

Maritime Silk Route Studies applies this widely recognised concept to the maritime link
between the East and the West and involves all manner of international exchange carried out
by sea. This includes seafaring traffic, trade, international relations, politics, science,
techniques, culture, religion, history, geography and immigration. The areas covered by
these inter-disciplinary, synthetic studies are many and their content are rich.

In order to provide a space for academic exchange in this domain between Chinese and
non-Chinese scholars, we will edit and ‘publish Maritime Silk Route Studies. To be pub-
lished non-periodically, it will be collections of scholarly essays written primarily in Chinese
and English, but not excluding other languages. In addition to studiés of the silk road of the
sea, there will be book reviews and news of the field both inside and outside China,

The essays appearing in Maritime Silk Route Studies represent the views of their au-
thors and do not reflect the opinions of the editors. They will be published as presented by
the authors and will not be translated, although articles will be preceded by an abstract in
Chinese or English for the convenience of the readers. Because English and other languages
may be used by people of different countries accustomed to different stylesheers, they will
be published as received, with only minor corrections of obvious errors or omissions and uni-
fication of style,

Mr. Chen Dasheng, direcor of China Maritime Silk Route Studies Centre, has devoted
to Islamic culture studies for 30 years and has found Arabic epigraphy in China which attrac-
ted influence from the world. Mr. Chen published intensive study works of Islamic culture
in Quanzhou. In celebration of foundation of Quanzhou Islamic Culture Museum, we col-
lected a number of important works of Chen’s on Islam and Arabic Epigraphy in this fourth
volume of Mairitime Silk Route Studies.

We welcome manuscripts from scholars throughout the world, in whatever language
they wish to use, so that the results of studies of the silk road of the sea may be shared by
all. It is our hope that Maritime Silk Route Studies will contribute to the advancement of
mutual understanding and exchanges between the peoples of the world and to the creation of

a new world of peace and friendship.
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