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PREFACE

With this fifth edition, Modern Sociological Theory moves into its third decade and its
second century. In preparing this revision I have, once again, been impressed with the
vibrancy of the field. The biggest change in this edition is the return of systems theory
(a portion of a chapter was devoted to it in the third edition of this book) to which Chap-
ter 5 is devoted. This is made necessary by the increasing international visibility of, and
attention to, the work of the leading German systems theorist, Niklas Luhmann. The
bulk of the chapter is dedicated to his thinking. Other substantial changes include the ad-
dition of sections on applying postmodern ideas, criticisms of postmodernism, the rise
of post-postmodernism (Chapter 13), and a discussion of the new means of consumption
as well as Manuel Castells’s thinking on the informational society (Chapter 12). Then
there innumerable minor changes to the text either to bring it up to date or to clarify an
argument. And literally hundreds of recent citations have been added to the text (and
bibliography) so that the book reflects the latest scholarship.

However, with the book already well over 500 pages, the goal here has been not so
much to expand the text (although that has occurred in a number of places) as to prevent
it from growing too much longer and perhaps even to shorten it a bit. I'm not sure I’ve
succeeded in the latter, but there have been substantial cuts throughout the text, es-
pecially in sections dealing with theories that are not as lively as they once were. An
effort has also been made to cut text that does not materially advance the argument. 1
have also tried to make the book easier to read, primarily by adding many headings and
subheadings.

This is the least dramatic of the revisions of this book, in part because of the need not
to lengthen the book, but also as a reflection of a hiatus, a period of consolidation, in so-
cial theorizing at the approach of the new millennium. That is not to say that there is not
much new theorizing going on, but in the main it is within extant categories and there
have been no new theoretical creations of overwhelming import since the last edition.
To put it another way, there has been nothing in the last few years to rival the emergence
of micro-macro and agency-structure theories, as well as postmodern social theory, in
the 1980s and early 1990s. Some theories have grown “hotter” (e.g. rational choice the-
ory, as well as systems theory), while others (neofunctionalism, metatheorizing) have
“cooled,” at least for the time being. But these changes do not constitute a radical alter-
ation of the theoretical landscape. This may be the beginning of a longer period of con-
solidation, or it may be a lull before the efflorescence of a new set of social theories.

Xix
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