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EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION

THERE are many excellent reasons why this book by Professor Beach
will be welcomed. The scope of the subject-matter is rather more
comprehensive than usual, including essential contributions to the
study of society and its problems of economics, political science,
psychology, education, and ethics. Such a treatment isneeded, for
it is becoming quite apparent that lines of demarcation between the
special social sciences are unrealistic. There are few social pro-
blems to-day which can be understood without drawing upon con-
tributions from various branches of the social sciences.

Such a treatment is needed also by the student who is getting his
first introduction to sociology. He wants a broad picture of the
whole before becoming immersed in the details. Witness, for in-
stance, the growing popularity in our colleges and high schools of a
single introductory course to all the social sciences.

The author’s success in preparing a comprehensive introduction
to sociology is due in part to his wide orientation and to his many
years of experience as a teacher. His skill is shown by a rare sim-
plicity and perspective that could only come from a broad and full
understanding. The excellence of the organization of the materials
is due not only to a wide familiarity with concrete, illustrative facts,
but to a happy mingling of these facts with analysis and theory.
By thus removing the arid stretches from his text, the author holds
the interest of the non-specialist. Pervading the whole is a fine
spirit, singularly free from prejudice, that must certainly lead the
reader to a strong constructive interest in human betterment.

WiLLiam Fierpine OGBURN




PREFACE

THE increasing importance of social studies is strongly felt by all
who have to do with education. The idea is more or less accepted
that growing minds are bound to be interested in the relations of
men with each other, and may be guided toward a more definite
consciousness of these relations and of the mutual obligations in-
volved in them. But it is still a problem to know how best to take
advantage of this interest and how to guide it most effectively.
The methods now used are of many kinds, showing little or no agree-
ment as to what material should be presented to the beginning
student.

The present book is, in part, an effort to meet this problem. The
writer, after many years of teaching, believes that Sociology is per-
haps the best approach to all the social sciences. Sociology has also
a strong appeal to all types of mind through its direct bearing upon
many of the critical problems of the present world.

The plan of the book is to present as simply and as concretely
as possible the elements of sociological theory illustrated by so-
cial problems. Many theoretical questions have, therefore, been
touched upon but briefly. Concrete social problems, however, are
not developed independently, but in close relation to theoretical
discussion.

The text has been designed throughout to meet the needs of
introductory college classes. It has been used in outline form with
successive classes in three institutions for a number of years.
Much of its value has been due to the suggestions and stimulating
questions and criticisms of my students. The “Questions” which
follow each chapter are intended only as a few examples to be sup-
plemented by the teacher.

The writer finds it difficult to make suitable acknowledgment for
the help derived from sociological thinkers. My interest was first
aroused by reading Giddings’s Principles, and ever since I have con-
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tinued to find great stimulus in his writings. Cooley and Ross,
each in his own way, have been sources of constant and valued sug-
gestion. Many others have been drawn upon, but it becomes im-
possible to remember the sources of very many of the opinions pre-
sented. In particular, I owe great thanks to Professor W. F.
Ogburn, who has kindly read the entire manuscript and has given
me the benefit of his wide knowledge and stimulating criticism.
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AN INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY
AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS

INTRODUCTION

PEeRHAPS never before in the history of the world has there been so
great a need to understand the nature of human society. The
growth of scientific knowledge has given to man an increasing con-
trol over nature, and the methods of scientific research now in use
insure that knowledge will continue to advance, giving promise of
limitless succession of discovery and invention. But in spite of the
progress of scientific knowledge with its transformation of nature,
the human world is a world of disorder, of strife and of great suffer-
ing. The life of men together, their relations one to another, the
grouping of men in social units, and the relations of these units to
each other, are by no means satisfactory, nor do these relations
seem permanent and fixed. Men live in societies, and the character
of these societies is itself a product of their life together, a human
organization. At the same time the character of the social unit or
group itself becomes a power in the formation of the life and nature
of the men who are bound together in it. It is both natural and
very wise, therefore, that so much of the best thought of our time
is being directed to the study of society, in the hope and belief that
only through an understanding of our social life can the advance in
scientific knowledge really be made to serve the life of mankind.
“We must let our minds play freely over all the conditions of life
till we can either justify our civilization or change it.” * The most
difficult of all arts is the art of living together. The merest glance
at the turmoil of the world to-day must suggest to any observer that
this art is far from perfect, yet no one can doubt its vast importance.
To understand how to build better relations among men, how to
1 Wallas: The Great Society. p. 15.
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enable human beings to live together in better and finer ways, is
without question the greatest need of the present age.

Human association. To the student this art of living together
presents two problems: first that of its ultimate purpose which con-
cerns itself with the building of the best sort of society and secondly,
that of its present status which concerns itself with the forms it
takes, the forces that are at work in it, the changes which are taking
place and the ways in which they arise. Sociology is thus a study
of human relations, both of the forms they now take and of the
processes by which they may be reconstructed. The kinds of
social units which exist or have existed are very many and varied.
But they are all alike in that they are types of association. Society
is association, and it is only in association that human life is found.

Association is a mental fact; it refers to contact of minds. In
every association or society or social group there is something in
common between the individuals making the group, and it is be-
cause of this fact that they are able to make a society. List a num-
ber of kinds of societies and ask what it is which makes each a soci-
ety. For example, to begin with a very inclusive society: ‘Chris-
tendom’ suggests a social unity, and the basis of this unity is a
system of ideas, sentiments, beliefs, knowledge, which is shared to
some extent by the various members of this widespread human so-
ciety. So, to instance a very different social unit, an ‘ Employers’
Association’ suggests certain economic interests which are common
to the various members; while a ‘Trade Union’ suggests a counter
economic interest shared by laborers. An artist colony is made up
of men whose similar intellectual interests and appreciation of the
beautiful make them understand each other and enjoy each other’s
company. So families, friendship groups, churches, nations, cor-
porations, historic eras constitute societies or social units, and each
suggests that those who make it up have common interests, do
things together, or are like each other in mind — factors which
lead to mutual understanding.

Each social unit to which one belongs suggests some type of rela-
tionship between its members, and these relationships modify the
lives of the individual members. In the family the relationship is
that of affection, authority, and obedience, suggesting discipline
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and self-sacrifice; in an athletic team the relationship is that of
mutual support and recognition of leadership; on a cotton planta-
tion in the South before the Civil War the community or social
life was based on subordination and forced service — master and
servant. Some relationships are made by government and are
compulsory; others are ethical, expressing ideas of right and a con-
sciousness of obligation; some suggest pleasure, while others involve
suffering. It is these varied relationships which constitute the
social atmosphere which influences and moulds the minds and
characters of individuals. For while it is true that individuals
make their societies, and so the quality of each society depends
upon the type and character of individual life; equally is it true that
the body of relationships which make up a society moulds the life
of its members. Every society is an educating environment which
determines the life of the individuals composing it.

Social inheritance. It is well to recognize, therefore, at the be-
ginning of the study of the nature of society, the profound truth
that “no man liveth unto himself.” In every group of people,
whether it be savage or civilized, there grow up customs and fixed
ways of acting and thinking. These have to do with the great and
fundamental interests of mankind — work, play, knowledge, ob-
ligations, and worship — and they make up what we call the
‘civilization’ or ‘culture’ of the group. A child born in such a
society or community not only inherits from his parents certain
instinets and impulses to action, which are rooted in his physical
organism; he becomes also a part of a social system or way of
living, which is made up of a great variety of customs, usages, and
laws. And these ways or customs of his society also become em-
bedded in his nature until he thinks and acts as those about him.
In this way he acquires new inheritance from his community, and
while the instincts with which he is born determine his disposition
and temperament, this social inheritance largely determines the
kinds of acts and ideals he will approve and admire, and the ideas
and beliefs he will hold to and act upon.

If one were to enumerate or describe the great discoveries of sci-
ence, the great inventions in industry and the arts, the new ideas in
politics, in religion, and in morals, he would be reciting the funda-
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mental stages in the social evolution or evolution of community life,
and he would be emphasizing the great law of group development.
For it is fundamentally true that the individual members of the com-
munity have not developed and do not develop except with and through
the changes or evolution in the organized activities of the group.

The fundamental facts of evolution. It is necessary in studying
our social life to recognize that modern science has made us realize
the great law of evolution which shows how life from its simplest to
its highest forms is constantly undergoing modification. Three
facts are fundamental to an understanding of this law. One is the
fact of variation, which means that as species of life appear in the
world they are found to vary somewhat, one from another, not being
identical with each other. The second fact is that of selection. In
a given environment or place of living one species is selected rather
than another, because of the special qualities which give it an ad-
vantage as compared with others, and so enable it to survive. This
is called the survival of the fittest or best adapted. The third fact
is that of heredity or inheritance. Qualities found in the organism
tend to be transmitted or handed on to its offspring, thus continu-
ing the adaptation and permitting the species to survive in the given
environment.

These facts explain the gradual development of special varieties
of plant and animal life in different regions and places. It is the
work of the biologist to study and explain these facts and to show
their bearing upon all phases of life. In doing this he has made clear
the idea of development, and we are more and more realizing how
completely all phases of life are dominated by this idea. If, there-
fore, one wants to understand the life of the community, he must
constantly bear in mind that change in it is inevitable and certain.
If he were studying the inborn qualities which have developed in
individuals and species, he would be studying the facts and condi-
tions of biological evolution; but if he is studying the changing sys-
tem of community life — its laws, customs, language, knowledge,
and the like — he is studying the facts and conditions of social
evolution. And just as in biological evolution there are the facts
or laws of variation, heredity, and selection, so in social evolution
there is variation, heredity, and selection. Social groups differ
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from each other in customs, language, laws, and morals; between
these varied customs and morals, selection is taking place, some of
them being better adapted to existing group or community life
than others; and those customs, morals, inventions, and laws,
which are selected become a social inheritance, handed on in the
group from age to age. Not that they are inherited at birth as the
color of the hair or skin, but they become fixed in the minds of the
members of the community as they advance from childhood to
adult life, and one may truly be said to inherit them from the com-
munity life. And so communities survive, just as plant and animal
species, because or in so far as their social life and activities —
laws, knowledge, customs, arts, industries — are superior, in the
sense of being better adapted for survival than those of other com-
peting groups. Evidently the permanent welfare of every indi-
vidual is closely dependent upon this social life, and it is vitally
important for him to know and understand what are its character-
istics, its points of strength and weakness, and the possibility of
its improvement.

Community. It is apparent that each person belongs not only to
one social group, but to many. And it is worth noting, also, that
the more varied his interests are, the larger the number and kinds of
groups to which he belongs. His relation to such groups should not
be thought of as something formal, though at times this may be so,
as when an alien becomes a naturalized citizen through a legal pro-
cess, or a student is admitted to college upon examination or the
presentation of proper credits. More often, however, the process is
unperceived, and the individual may not realize this group relation-
ship. An interest in the drama may make one a member of Shake-
speare’s company of players, as an interest in music may lead one
into fellowship with a circle of composers or singers of to-day or of
an earlier time. The vital point to observe is simply that men do
not live in isolation, but always in contact with others; the unit of
society is what may be called a companionship, a group whose con-
tacts are mental. It is not primarily important that men occupy
the same space, but it is important that they live and think and
act in mental relationships, being conscious of each other, and so
under the influence of their mutual life.

Because of the fact that group life is universal, every individual



