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PREFACE

The book in your hands has been about three de-
cades in the making. It began in the classroom,
when I was asked to teach a seminar in survey
research beginning in 1968. Frustrated with the
lack of good textbooks on the subject, | began to
dream up something I called “A Survey Research
Cookbook and Other Fables,” which was published
in 1973 with a more sober title: Survey Research
Methods.

The book was an immediate success. However,
there were few courses limited to survey research.
Several instructors around the country asked if
“the same guy” could write a more general meth-
ods book, and The Practice of Social Research ap-
peared two years later. The latter book has become
a fixture in social research instruction, with the
10th edition published in 2004. The official Chinese
edition was published in Beijing in 2000.

Over the life of Practice, successive revisions
have been based in large part on suggestions, com-
ments, requests, and corrections from my col-
leagues around the country and, increasingly,
around the world. Many also requested a shorter
book with a more applied orientation.

From the beginning, social scientists have been
interested in both pure and applied research. Some
have justified their efforts primarily in terms of
“knowledge for knowledge's sake,” while others
have focused on how their research could affect
the quality of people’s lives at a practical level.
Over time, the emphasis on these two orientations
has shifted back and forth.

Early U.S. sociologists such as Lester Ward
and Jane Addams were strongly committed to so-
cial reform and saw their social scientific training

as preparation for making life better for those
around them.

Whereas the third quarter of the twentieth cen-
tury saw a greater emphasis on quantitative, pure
research, the century ended with a renaissance of
concern for applied sociological research (some-
times called sociological practice) and also a re-
newed interest in qualitative research. The Basics
of Social Research was first published in 1999 in
support of these trends. The third edition aims at
increasing and improving that support.

The book can also be seen as a response to
changes in teaching methods and in student de-
mographics. In addition to the emphasis on applied
research, some alternative teaching formats have
called for a shorter book, and student economics
have argued for a paperback. While standard meth-
ods courses have continued using The Practice of
Social Research, 1've been delighted to see that the
first two editions of Basics seem to have satisfied a
substantial group of instructors as well. The fine-
tuning in this third edition is intended to help Basics
serve this group even better than before.

CHANGES IN THE THIRD EDITION

The first prominent change to the book can be
found in Chapter 15 on “Reading and Writing
Social Research.” Instructors have requested that
students be given more guidance in these aspects
of consuming and producing social research, and
I am pleased with the new chapter. As you'll see,
the chapter deals with both traditional and modern
aspects of these issues, devoting considerable

XV
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attention to the effective and appropriate use of the
Internet.

I have added a running glossary at the bottom of
many pages, which will make it easier for students
to get immediate definitions of troublesome terms.
The appendixes are included in the companion
Web site as well as at the end of the text.

Here are some notes regarding the changes
you'll find in the specific chapters of the book. Most
of these changes are in response to comments and
requests from students and faculty.

Part One: An Introduction to Inquiry

Chapter 1. Human Inquiry and Science

» Data in the birthrate illustration have been
updated to strengthen this illustration of so-
cial phenomena as distinct from individual
phenomena.

* Examples have been generally increased
and updated.

* More applied/activist examples have been
added to expand this special orientation in
the book.

Chapter 2. Paradigms, Theory, and Research

» Coverage of postmodernism and science
has been expanded.

* Feminist paradigms have been linked with
environmental concerns.

* Added discussion of Sherif experiments il-
lustrates the social construction of reality.

Chapter 3. The Ethics and Politics of Social

Research )

* Web links to professional codes of ethics
have been added.

¢ To update ethical concerns, Project Camelot
has been replaced with a section on the
politics of sexuality research.

» Commentary about public sociologists, par-
ticularly relevant to the applied orientation
of this book, has been added.

Part Two: The Structuring of Inquiry

Chapter 4. Research Design
* Discussion of units of analysis has been ex-
panded and clarified.

» Discussion of reductionism has been ex-
panded and clarified.

¢ A discussion of sociobiology has been
added.

e A section on social interactions as a kind
of unit of analysis has been added.

Chapter 5. Conceptualization,

Operationalization, and Measurement

¢ The discussion of indicators and dimen-
sions, which students have trouble distin-
guishing, has been clarified.

e The chapter now contains qualitative ex-
amples of conceptualization, so students
realize this fundamental issue is not limited
to quantitative research.

Chapter 6. Indexes, Scales, and Typologies

¢ GSS data on illustration of Guttman scale
construction has been updated.

¢ The difference between indexes and scales
has been clarified.

Chapter 7. The Logic of Sampling

* Election forecasting data have been updated.

¢ Discussion of finite population correction
has been added, including an exploration
of the counterintuitive fact that sampling
ratio doesn’'t matter.

* An experiment on sampling through mail-
ing lists has been added.

Part Three: Modes of Observation

Chapter 8. Experiments

e New examples have been included.

¢ A new section, “Web-Based Experiments,”
has been included to help students keep
up with developing technology that can be
used in conducting experiments.

 Figure 8-4 has been “tidied up” and is now
clearer.

Chapter 9. Survey Research

¢ References to GSS have been elaborated
and clarified.

¢ The section on secondary analysis has been
expanded with an illustration of using GSS
online.

¢ The notion of meta-analysis is introduced.



* The discussion of Web surveys has been
enlarged.

¢ A Holocaust survey example has been
added to illustrate the importance of ques-
tion wording in a questionnaire.

¢ The discussion of response rates has been
expanded.

Chapter 10. Qualitative Field Research

e Many new examples now illustrate the vari-
ety of approaches to field research.

* A new Quandary box appears on how to
observe things without your observation
affecting them.

* The additional readings have been
expanded.

e The term reactivity is now introduced in dis-
cussing the possibility of research subjects
changing their behavior when they know
they are being studied.

Chapter 11. Unobtrusive Research

¢ New examples, both qualitative and quanti-
tative, appear throughout the chapter.

* The discussion of comparative and historical
research adopts this more common term,
which replaces historical /comparative
research.

Chapter 12. Evaluation Research

* This chapter now uses the example of soap
operas in Ethiopia to illustrate the role of
evaluation research. (I visited Ethiopia to
work on this one.)

¢ Bailey’s capital punishment data on deter-
rence have been updated.

« Different types of evaluation are now
identified.

Part Four: Analysis of Data

Chapter 13. Qualitative Data Analysis

* This chapter received positive feedback from
those who teach this topic in their classes,
solleft it as is for the most part, except for
adding an additional homework exercise.

Chapter 14. Quantitative Data Analysis
* Data in analysis examples have been
updated.
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e A new section, “Sociological Diagnostics,”
shows how the logic of social research can
address concrete social problems.

e The discussion of the income discrimina-
tion against women has been reorganized
and expanded.

Chapter 15. Reading and Writing Social

Research

e This new chapter aims at guiding students
in reading the social research literature and
writing research reports. Special attention
is given to the use of the Internet as a re-
source that must be used carefully.

¢ To complement this new chapter, Wads-
worth has added the Research Writer CD-
ROM, which is bundled for free with each
new copy of the book. This CD-ROM first
made an appearance in the Tenth Edition of
The Practice of Social Research, where it was
well received. Given the more applied ori-
entation of Basics, it made sense to offer the
CD-ROM with this text, because it provides
helpful guidance in writing a research proj-
ect, from start to finish, as well as video
clips of me commenting on the interesting
and important points in the text—and much
more! Please see the description of this CD-
ROM in the Student Resources section for
more details.

SUPPLEMENTS

The Basics of Social Research, Third Edition, is ac-
companied by a wide array of supplements pre-
pared for both the instructor and student to create
the best learning environment inside as well as
outside the classroom. I invite you to examine and
take full advantage of the teaching and learning
tools available to you.

For the Instructor

Instructor’s Resource Manual with Test Bank
(with CD-ROM) This manual offers instructors
chapter-specific outlines, objectives, teaching sug-
gestions and resources, InfoTrac College Edition
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discussion questions, and answers to selected
exercises presented in the Student Study Guide.
The Test Bank includes 20-25 multiple-choice
questions and 10-15 true/false questions with an-
swers and page references, as well as essay ques-
tions, for each chapter. The manual also includes a
listing of print, film, and Internet resources for in-
structors, an appendix of the General Social Survey
data, and concise user guides for InfoTrac College
Edition and WebTutor. Additionally, the manual in-
cludes an all new MultiMedia Manager Instructor
Resource CD-ROM that includes book-specific
PowerPoint lecture slides, graphics from the book
itself, the IRM/TB Word documents, CNN video
clips, and links to many of Wadsworth'’s important
sociology resources.

ExamView Computerized Testing Create, de-
liver, and customize tests and study guides (both
print and online) in minutes with this easy-to-
use assessment and tutorial system. ExamView *
offers both a Quick Test Wizard and an Online Test
Wizard that guide you step-by-step through the
process of creating tests. The test appears on
screen exactly as it will print or display online. Us-
ing ExamView®'s complete word processing capa-
bilities, you can enter an unlimited number of new
questions or edit existing questions included with
ExamView®.

WebTutor™Toolbox for WebCT and BlackBoard
Preloaded with centent and available for free via
pincode when packaged with this text, WebTutor
Toolbox pairs all the content of this text’s rich book
companion Web site with all the sophisticated
course management functionality of a WebCT or
BlackBoard product. You can assign materials (in-
cluding online quizzes) and have the results flow
automatically to your gradebook. ToolBox is ready
to use as soon as you log on, or you can customize
its preloaded content by uploading images and
other resources, adding Web links or creating your
own pragctice materials. Students have access only
to student resources on the Web site. Instructors
can enter a pincode for access to password-
protected instructor resources.

For the Student

Study Guide Designed to help students learn
chapter concepts, this guide includes learning ob-
jectives, chapter summaries, key terms, matching
exercises, multiple-choice review questions, dis-
cussion questions, and practice exercises and
problems that involve analysis of data from the
General Social Survey using SPSS, MicroCase, or
other statistical software programs. The Study
Guide also includes a General Social Survey ap-
pendix and an appendix of answers to the mul-
tiple-choice and matching exercises.

The Research Writer: with Chapter Tutorials
CD-ROM Writing a research project for the first
time can feel like an overwhelming assignment.
This book'’s brand new CD-ROM removes some of
the complexity and helps students put their re-
search into perspective. The CD takes students
step-by-step through the various stages of writing
a research report. Along the way, the CD offers
helpful tips and reminders that reinforce concepts
from the text. Students can e-mail their report to
their instructor at any stage to see if they're on
the right track. And, when the report is finished,
students can submit the project and their work
will automatically be formatted into a Word docu-
ment according to standard research report style
guidelines.

Also on the CD are videos in which I speak di-
rectly to students, highlighting interesting and im-
portant points in the text. My comments are ac-
companied by graphics that evolve as the video
progresses and illustrate the ideas discussed. This
section of the CD also links students to Chapter Tu-
torials, Practice Quizzes, Primers on important
Data Analysis software, and the Babbie companion
Web site where students will find a wealth of use-
ful study resources.

SPSS® CD-ROM version 11.0 (Windows Only)
The SPSS student version for Windows provides
real-world software for students to do sociological
data analysis. This feature is based on the profes-
sional version of one of the world’s leading desk-
top statistical software packages.



GSS DataDisk These data sets are available to
students to use in a variety of ways. Use the data
disk with the SPSS 11.0 CD-ROM or any statistical
analysis software. This is needed for the SPSS Com-
panion for Research Methods.

NVivo CD-ROM NVivo is a qualitative analysis
program that enables students to interpret non-
numerical data. Researchers in the field use this
software because of its easy handling of complex
data. The CD-ROM offered by Wadsworth is a
demo version and provides students with guided
ways to explore and learn Nvivo.

SPSS Companion for Research Methods, Third
Edition This booklet contains a concise, user-
friendly introduction to SPSS Student Version 11.0
to help students learn basic navigation, including
how to enter data; create, save, and retrieve files;
produce and interpret data summaries; and much
more. Also included are chapter-by-chapter SPSS
exercises designed to supplement The Basics of So-
cial Research.

Readings in Social Research Methods, Second
Edition The concepts and methodologies of so-
cial research come to life as you read the interest-
ing articles in this unique collection. Diane Kholos
Wysocki includes an interdisciplinary range of
readings from the fields of psychology, sociology,
social work, criminal justice, and political science.
The articles focus on the important methods and
concepts typically covered in the social research
course and provide an illustrative advantage. Or-
ganized by key concepts, each of the reader’s 11
chapters begins with an introduction highlighting
and explaining the research concept that the chap-
ter’s readings elucidate.

Experiencing Social Research: An Introduction
Using MicroCase®, Second Edition This work-
book and statistical package, written by David J.
Ayers of Grove City College, includes short dis-
cussions, quizzes, and computerized exercises
through which students learn to master and apply
key methodological concepts and skills by ana-
lyzing, and in some cases collecting and building,
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simple data files for real sociological data. The
workbook and statistical package take a step-
by-step approach to show students how to do
real sociological research using the same data
and techniques used by professional researchers
to reinforce, build on, and complement course
materials.

InfoTrac College Edition Four months of free ac-
cess to InfoTrac College Edition is automatically
bundled with every new copy of this text. This
world-class, online library offers the full text of ar-
ticles from almost 5,000 scholarly and popular
publications—updated daily and going back as far
as 22 years. With 24-hour access to so many out-
standing resources, InfoTrac College Edition will
help students in all of their courses. Through Info-
Trac College Edition, users now also have instant
access to Infowrite, a handy resource that covers
paper writing, critical thinking, and more.

Babbie’s Companion Web Site at
Wadsworth’s Virtual Society

http://www.wadsworth.com/sociology

Combine this text with Virtual Society’s exciting
range of Web resources and you will have truly in-
tegrated technology into your learning system.
And the best news of all . . . site access is FREE to
adopters and their students. The Virtual Society re-
source center features a wealth of online book-
specific study materials created especially for this
textbook, a student guide to Census 2000, Sociol-
ogy in the News, study resources, a career center,
and much more. And specifically for instructors,
there are password-protected instructor’s manuals
and e-mail access to Wadsworth editors. Click on
the Student Companion Web site to find useful
learning resources for each chapter of the book.
Some of these resources are:

e Tutorial Practice Quizzes that can be scored
and e-mailed to the instructor

e Chapter Tutorials

¢ Internet Links and Exercises

¢ InfoTrac College Edition Exercises

e Flashcards of the text's glossary
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e Crossword Puzzles

e Essay Questions

e Learning Objectives

* Extended Projects

e Social Research in Cyberspace

¢ Primers for using various data analysis soft-
ware such as SPSS and NVivo

e Electronic versions of Appendixes A-E
o A Using the Library
o B Random Numbers
o C Distribution of Chi Square
o D Normal Curve Areas
o E Estimated Sampling Error

e And much more!
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