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The Two Sisters

. was the year 1757. The place was the danger-
ous and wild land, west of the Hudson River!. It
was the third year of the war in North America.
The war was between England and France. Each
country wanted the land for itself.

Indian tribes? had always lived in that land.
In the war, some tribes were fighting for the
French. Other tribes were fighting for the Eng-
lish.
Fort Edward3 was on the Hudson River. General4
Webb was the commander> of the English army
at Fort Edward. He was waiting for news of Gen-
eral Montcalm. Montcalm was the commander of
the French army.

The news came one morning. An Indian

1 Hudson River: 583, EEFRIEN—FTR 2 Indian tribes:
MELTE, EMTE 3 Fort Edward: BRIELBE 4 General:
BEEFR 5 commander: FER, BER
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The Sast of the Mohicans cj’f

called Magua arrived.

‘ Montcalm and the French army are coming
towards Fort William Henry, * Magua told Gen-
eral Webb.

Fort William Henry was fifteen miles away.
It was at the south end of Lake Horican.

‘ How many men has Montcalm got?’ asked
Webb.

* As many as the leaves on the trees,’ said
Magua. ‘General Munro wants more soldiers at
Fort William Henry. ’

‘I will send fifteen hundred men,’ said
General Webb.

General Munro was the commander of the
English army at Fort William Henry. He had two
daughters—Cora and Alice. Cora was about
twenty-three years old and Alice was eighteen.
Cora had dark hair and a beautiful face. Alice
had fair hair and blue eyes.

These two young women were at Fort Edward.
But they were going to travel to Fort William Hen-
ry. They were going to meet their father.

General Webb spoke to Cora and Alice.

‘ Magua knows a secret path through the for-
est,” said General Webb. ‘He will be your
guide. Magua and Major! Duncan Heyward will

1 Major: DI
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take you to Fort William Henry. ’

Major Duncan Heyward was a young Eng-
lish officer. He and the two young women left
Fort Edward. They rode on horses. Magua
walked in front of them. Alice watched
Magua.

‘I don’t like him, Cora,’ she said . ‘ What
do you think? Will we be safe in the forest with
Magua?’

‘We must trust Magua, ’ said Cora.

‘*The French know our soldiers’ paths,’
said Duncan. ‘But Magua’s path is secret. ° He
smiled at Alice, and she smiled at him. Duncan
Heyward was in love with Alice.

‘Magua is a Huron! ,’ said Duncan. ‘But
he lived with the Mohawks?. The Mohawks are
friends of the English. Magua came to us. Your
father—’ Duncan stopped. Then he said, ‘But I
don’t remember all the story. ’

Duncan knew more about Magua. But he
did not tell Cora and Alice. He did not say, ‘A
few years ago, your father’s men beat Magua.
Now Magua hates your father. ' Duncan did not
want to frighten the young women.

So they followed Magua through the forest.

1 Huron: (RO, —EDELBWBHA 2 Mohawks: EBR A, —
ENEZEE
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Lost in the Forest

few miles west of Fort Edward, three men
were sitting near a river. Two of the men were
Indians. The other man was a white man. Chin-
gachgook and his son, Uncas, were Mohicans!.
The white man was a scout? called Hawk-eye3.
Hawk-eye had a long huntinggun.

The three men were talking.

‘My tribe is the oldest Indian tribe,’ Chin-
gachgook said. ° The blood of the Mohican
chiefs is in me. Many summers ago, my tribe
came here to the land of the Delawares?. ’

‘ Where are the Mohicans now?’ asked
Hawk-eye.

‘Where are the flowers of those summers?’
said Chingachgook. ‘Gone. All dead. After my
death, Uncas will be the last of the Mohicans. ’

1 Mohicans: BFHTA,—EIBEWE 2 scout: FF, MRS
3 Hawk-eye: &R, BP—AYNSS 4 Delawares: # I K /T
A, —EIELRER



Suddenly, they heard a noise. They turned
quickly. Hawk-eye lifted his gun. ‘Who is it?’
he said.

Duncan Heyward rode out of the forest.
Cora and Alice followed him.

‘1 am an English officer,” Duncan said.
‘We have come from Fort Edward. How far is it
to Fort William Henry?’

Hawk-eye laughed. ‘ Fort William Henry?
You are going the wrong way,’ he said. ‘ You
are near Glenn’s Falls. ’

‘ The wrong way!’ said Duncan. ‘Then we
are lost. But our Indian guide—’

‘You have an Indian guide but you are lost

_7_
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in the forest?’ said Hawk-eye. ‘That is very
strange. Is he a Delaware?’

‘He is called Magua. He is a Huron,’ said
Duncan. ‘ But he lives with the Mohawks, and
he is a guide for the Eng—’

‘A Huron!’ said Hawk-eye quickly. You
can trust a Mohican or a Delaware. But you can-
not trust a Huron! Your guide will lead you to his
friends. They will kill you. Let me see him. ’

Magua was standing behind Cora’s horse.
Hawk-eye looked at him. Then he went and
spoke to Chingachgook and Uncas.

Magua moved quickly. He ran into the for-
est.

Hawk-eye, Chingachgook and Uncas ran af-
ter him. But Magua escaped.

‘What can 1 do?’ thought Duncan. ‘We
are lost. ’

He turned to Hawk-eye. ‘ Will you take us
to Fort William Henry?’ he asked. ‘ We will
give you money. ’

Hawk-eye looked at Cora and Alice. ‘ We
will take you,’ he told Duncan. ‘Money is not
important. We will not leave you and the two
young women here. Magua and his Huron friends
will find you. Come now—quickly!’

Duncan and Hawk-eye spoke to Cora and Al-
ice. The sisters got off their horses. The Mohicans

_8.



took the animals away.

“ They will hide the horses until the morn-
ing,’ said Hawk-eye. He pulled a canoe! from
the tall grass at the side of the river. ‘Get into
the canoe,’ he said. ‘We will go to a cave and
we will stay there tonight. ’

Duncan, Cora and Alice got into the canoe.
Hawk-eye pushed the canoe to the middle of the
river. Then he got into the canoe. He started to

1 canoe: JRARRY, XIF
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paddle! along the river. Soon they heard the
sound of a great waterfall? in front of them —
Glenn’s Falls.

A few minutes later, they saw the waterfall.

Alice was afraid. She closed her eyes.

A few minutes later, Hawk-eye came back
with Chingachgook and Uncas. The scout led
everybody to a cave behind the waterfall. The ca-
ve was deep and narrow and dark. Hawk-eye im-
mediately made a fire.

Alice looked at the tall young Mohican, Uncas.

1 paddle: F3%| 2 waterfall. 87
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