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Thank you for choosing /00 Chinese Characters Commonly Used. This
handbook is specially designed for beginners to learn Chinese characters; it
can also serve as a reference book and provide teaching materials for
Chinese teachers.

According to the Report on Language Use in China published by the
State Language Commission of China in 2006, the 581 most common Chinese
characters comprise about 80% of newspapers, broadcasts and internet
reports, etc. Based on our teaching experience, we have selected 100
characters from the 581 most common Chinese characters, and introduce the
Chinese character system to beginners, according to their grammatical
function, they are classified into 20 verbs, 31 nouns, 15 adjectives and 6
pronouns, along with 3 numerals, 5 quantifiers and 20 function words.

Learn Chinese, if successful, a mastery of the characters is necessary. It
can be summed up in the following formula: “one character, one syllable
and one concept” (Xu Tongqgiang, 1998). In structure, each character forms a
complete written unit. The pattern of the character is composed in three
levels: strokes, components and the single character as a unit. No matter how
different the characters are, they are all syllables combined with initials,
finals and tones. Most of the characters can not only represent a meaning,
but also make up words and sentences. The characteristics require us to
understand the relations of their structure, pronunciation and meaning. Thus,
learners can understand the unique system of Chinese characters and build a

firm foundation for learning the Chinese language.
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Layout

The stylistic rules and layout of the handbook is as follows:

Firstly, each character is showcased in large font with its pinyin given.
In this way, we help our readers to develop the notion of matching the
pronunciation with the form of the character. Through tracing the evolutionary
process of the characters, we can also help our readers to become more
responsive to the form of the characters.

Secondly, readers are given a brief English explanation of the character,
through which they can become familiar with its basic meaning and
common grammatical functions.

Thirdly, we offer practice in writing Chinese characters through exercises
which allow readers to trace over coloured characters or fill in hollow
characters. These exercises enable readers to grasp the basic strokes and
their order, as well as developing a feeling for the structure of characters—
upper/ lower, left/ right and inside/ outside.

Fourthly, we encourage readers to use characters to make first phrases
and then sentences, as we believe that characters are best learnt within a
language context. We also list some related characters as a means of
enlarging the vocabulary of learners. In this manner, we aim to help readers
learn how to use the characters they acquired in this book.

Fifthly, we offer many drills. Through practice, the readers will come to
pronounce the characters accurately and grasp their meaning; similarly, they
will be able to write them when they think of or hear the characters. From
characters to phrases, sentences and paragraphs, the learners can learn to use
the characters.

Lastly, some basic items of background knowledge about Chinese
characters are introduced. Readers can thus come to understand the
principles, acquire information on the meaning and pronunciation of the
characters through analysis of radicals and components. As a result, they

will gradually form a more comprehensive concept of Chinese characters.
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Key Features

100 Chinese Characters Commonly Used has the following key features:

It highlights the grammatical functions of Chinese characters. The
authors carefully selected 100 Chinese characters in order to help learners
connect these characters with their respective grammatical functions. Therefore,
readers will quickly come to grasp the rules and usages of characters.

It also underscores that the form, pronunciation and meaning of the
Chinese characters are integrated. In teaching the characters, in the past we
used to treat them simply as written symbols, paying attention to the
identification and script of the characters while neglecting the relations
between their form, pronunciation and meaning. The relations between
single characters, related characters, phrases and sentences are neglected as
well. Drills are emphasized in terms of the relation of form, pronunciation
and meaning. In this way, we do our best to improve readers’ ability to use
Chinese characters.

Finally, characters and descriptions are from daily life. The learners
will thus have a strong incentive to recognize, read, speak, write and use the
characters, increase their language sense of Chinese characters.

Do not rush to learn Chinese characters. Each day, try to learn several
of the 100 Chinese characters given in this handbook. Try to recognize, read,
write and use them. After persistent effort for a period of time, you will not
only come to master the 100 Chinese characters but also unlock the secret of
learning Chinese, obtaining the key for improving your Chinese. So why not

pick up this book and have a go now?

Tan Chunjian

Jan 2013
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Characters as Numerals
1. — one

yi

FiREE The etymology of Chinese characters

—-’

Ll e £ 25 3

1. X Meaning

one (num.)

2. B85 Writing

3. HHXAIESF«ILX Related words or expressions
er i T

Z(two) 2 ===

san o ——

— (three) 3 EIEIALE]
Si TS LA
Py (four) 4 AR A0 =R AR A

wil sty | e o ey

ffive) 5 (& A A A F|
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4. 2%>] Exercises

(1) % £ Link the corresponding pronunciations and meanings of

words

> 8 <+ Il o

|

LI B R

W W 9 = O N

N 0 O B

(2) #)5 T %X = Copy the following characters

=
+(
+ (

)IVAN
) Mg (
) JL(

) AN
) 1l
) —(
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5. XF4HiE  The knowledge of Chinese characters
NERREELE

WFRIERDVENBENS R, RIE T XHNE K, BRNFH
TEARZERM AT LA HILF M EE = EK . F B/ MR EE,
E m K IR — € B MU & B, BB AR R — E AL 4 & R AR T
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Basic Strokes of Chinese Characters

Chinese characters constitute a writing system that records Chinese
language by symbols. It is a combination of form, pronunciation and
meaning. The morphological type of modern Chinese characters can be
divided into three levels: character, component and stroke. The essential part
of a Chinese character is stroke, which form components according to the
established rules. These components then combine to create a compound

character. There are eight types of basic strokes:

1 RS =g =
Stroke Name Way of writing Examples
he
— i;;g MEE| L, BT —(yD=(er)
ﬂ horizontal | From left to right, keep it level =(san)
shu K ES T, &4
! & From top to bottom, keep it +(shi)
vertical straight
didnr AT 7 ML
Y 2L Falling to the right, make a 75 (liv)
dot pause
pi& WAT,HEIZ

A(ba) 7= (liv)

) j £L8 Falling to the left, from heavy "
left-falling to Tight (i) F (i)
na
S0 # Falll ‘f’jf T.’fm .}g}; A(bd) A(rén)
right-falling alling to the right with a curve
zhé ARG R &Y
1 I First horizontal and then w9 (si) Z(wii)
turning vertical, no pause
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gbu
B L
- hfz)k With a hook (a7 Fu(iv)
tf METE AL
-/ *’% Rising from bottom left to upper (W)
rising right




