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[The Harter Act])

Section 1.

It shall not be lawful for the manager, agent, master or owner of any
vessel transporting merchandise or property from or between ports of the
United States and foreign ports to insert in any bill of lading or shipping
document any clause, covenant, or agreement whereby it, he, or they shall
be relieved from liability for loss or damage arising from negligence, fault,
or failure in proper loading, stowage, custody, care, or proper delivery of
any and all lawful merchandise or property committed to its or their charge.
Any and all words or clauses of such import inserted in bills of lading or
shipping receipts shall be null and void and of no effect.

Section 3.

If the owner of any vessel transporting merchandise or property to or from
any port in the United States of America shall exercise due diligence to make
the said vessel in all respects seaworthy and properly manned, equipped, and
supplied, neither the vessel, her owner, or owners, agent, or charterers shall
become or be held responsible for damage or loss resulting from faults or
errors in navigation or in the management of said vesse],------
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[Internatinal Convention for the Unification of certain Rules relating to
Bills of Lading]
Article V.

1. Neither the carrier nor the ship shall be liable for loss or damage
arising or resulting from unseaworthiness unless caused by want of due dili-
gence on the part of the carrier to make the ship seaworthy and to secure
that the ship is properly manned, equipped, and supplied and to make the
holds, refrigerating and cool chambers, and all other parts of the ship in
which goods are carried fit and safe for their reception, carriage, and preser-
vation in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 1 of Article I When-
ever loss or damage has resulted from unseaworthiness, the burden of prov-

ing exercise of due diligence shall be on the carrier or other person claiming

exemption under this article.

2. Neither the carrier nor the ship shall be responsible for loss or damage

arising or resulting from :

(@) Act, neglect, or default of the master, mariner, pilot, or the servants

of the carrier in the navigation or in the management of the ship.
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