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ABRYRIBTEUETE -REEHENIREME, 2450 ZAIME
TR HE S SEFRBEMERRE T R RWESER . /EF Com-
rie 76 M F VI RR L 4E (198 1) tH RELBY Tense FUZRT(1976) R Aspect W4T,
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EERMENERETHRRMEAER. 30 4k EEIEIRERE A B5%
HEASNESZ, AUREBEFRBERE TERTMR:. €A 10 £EHEEER,
M BERGERENEHEA 16 B, 03X 300 £, WiRiE 300 f. &
TR —ARBEZERIF S E5RE KSR 2005 4F A The World Atlas
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3 b MARE F IR R TR AN I AR S R B9 25 B 35 B R 1A B TR Ak R0TE Tk 2K
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EEBREHRE N BRE XN ZHEE, FBREEELN I, BRI
MIMGEIF T HERR, EHUA. M T HREFT LU L DREERFSAHOA
EIEH, FEAMWA

B MREFTRUENALXEULTRNWINES I N FEB. LA,
MAUARGREDE I SHNIESEXETTR . EHREMERER
PREVEE . AFEFEOMANFEER X RE"RIEN ., WIEHE Tense Fl As-
pect TEA A5 g4 B8 i ) 7 A B3R “ R8RS THBE B S, TE A R iR 5 P
B LUARFE R RX W DA ELARNFRRDBE, X RIRERT T
MAEFTERERBIEEMAEROHERES. APRESEFEEEE )
B, R EFEUZURESRFEEA L RE. RBESKZENE LT
ABESHNEEE . BITE FEENINES. A TANEFTAIES. A
FiEERAES(MRILTREIES, XBMESHE LA X, ERERN
bR EEF ., YREBEFRUERPTEFIMASL BEFHESE
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RUuEHEESHHRETE - BATERNE L B TFEHER. IARYL
LR 7 BRI R A B TR KTk

W Ah  BIAN I TR (6] 55 — 6 55 2 25 1) 2 %o ) 0 % R RN A1 R A R Y i B
(1.3.2), IR MR EE (1. 1. 3),

BREST A

A A KRBT A S A, AT =M — kRS E K. B
— G BRIE A VR K B L 5 G o B 09 4 T 7 S B 2 A LU R B LB, X2
RIBSERMENEANER T HEN B BFEERENNS R, $2
G R IR, N BT B A — A, BB R AP
He B AWIRBMK L RIS, B+ F—FREREERE k. H5 LS,
Heb s PRI MRS RN AR B ESEMRK MEREGLR. P
T HEREMRAMEE, TERNE—FARTESRAR.



F10 EEEMEE ALY

B EFRMTERNERNR, TR E T ESRNOERER,
T BUEEEN R

Heop xR =3t X, REENRE R MR RIS, FiRit
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MARABI R ZEFBRE =X 2 P HEBs K. TR R m X
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e, RIBERZNORHA A TRAEM"AEALN, RBIBENER,
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HHRMZEMER., XMER,FMHFZRE T EREHLR”, FH N
o WHUR UL, AR G52 B — sk S 5] A BR ) 17 L () Y PR ) Bt R 0 F R AR
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BIHEF"NA, AWM T Greenberg B iEF LA BB R . Green-
berg BB IA T HRIEFTLKHUE, IEFLABEEAPELYRET LY
¥MFEEAR. FAEED 4.2.3 38 8 Greenberg iEFH AR FH AL
abARMESEA, il DLt AT E R S R B B AR . % T 5 ) Greenberg
IV 2B P I SCBR BB m , MEHAR R TR R &R Eh T
FIRTAKRD ERBHR—FGERE, WREREREIH—SHE LR
ERM I, XN FRITWMTEABRHREEABSEN. L. R
R T IEMEE MHERR T T R AL 9 s, BB 4, HEBR T 38 BN & i $2 4%
H E AR b B 5 o 4 3o SR SR X I R RS PR R BT AB SR B B AR .

G EIE”, WA X EIETW N FEE T THEARNSN, X TRE
EREFRANEERRBE IR, AHENE R DESRD ANARDGER Rz B
SHUA B FELEFIRHEN, L, RN EERMIES P 27
fE. 5.1 E R PRA, URFKRPE N IMEIIE R B, B AR s R
FIEB—HX - AR, FH A There are unicorns in the garden ﬂ]‘ There
is a unicorn in the garden F B F 1% 2 unicorn(s), HEBEEEN TP H =
A LAR T N E B IA R X — AR R E , there BZR F1E, EiERT
a[ LA 1 believe that Max is an accountant ¥ #: i I believe Max to be an ac-
countant R #l, FIAE, EREF unicorn(s) B9 & 0] LIEE# I 1 believe
there to be a unicorn/unicorns in the garden (105—106 31)., BT &
HFRATHEREFEFEN B TORMEREMS"EXEN. XRE
FEEFRERERA—-EWME, BX L, HFEOEPERONRE FER s,
AEREFEREBERER., S M TEREFHENREEESR,
BATE AT LUK FEAR th, 83 b 4 B 3 B8 ) A B9 3 15 -3 1A B4R 4 e, IR
FEIEM T there EAM K EEM:. FHAMRIELE R Is/Are there a u-
nicorn/unicorns in the garden, TR GFH =ZFEXEIN TAPLHE XL EIERELL
WEMNEAREYABRE . ER—TF, 2858 2% Jo L 48 % 89 i =1 R
B 18 BT B 0 28 P BR0R U AL 55 MY B N 8 T 0 BU B R 1 1B M1 E (Dryer
2005) , 530 R B A 5] T 1 SChR o

5.2 B SCRFEWE" NN 1B A R I8, KRR A B A EE NS
BB VEE A0 o Ath 15 35 90 8% 1T LASX RE L0 38, I 3¢ T 4R 18 o 19 $50A)
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BIREAREER LR EL, BB KA HERFERS., EHENNEMEMSE
BATEEEHMA979:45) TR B — D W . “FEREHFANIILNIEEZ
FRERBEEEMNE LN -, FH—-ANZREBNMANZREFTRS.F
SHHBETTUR RS ER AL L EFFEHIRBEAEAZEAL . GAEZRALE
T. ARG LESHENEE M BN E M A A XN ZEE.” B SN X B
B BRIE” A TR0, B e B, W R AT R [ B R LR
B AR G B2 R B RS, T B DUE R 1 ME RS AR HEDAR
FER BRI SRS . X — SR F , DUE S 157 4 Wi 6] B B o L ir &
EEEE X RN EXREE XA, mifF?*zﬂ‘]TuEFHEﬁﬂﬂE‘Jtt"ﬁﬁ% i
EhEERCEE TR, TGS R &0 MG AT ER”, &G &5
] 90, 35 1 25 B P A B BT E R IR BT AR ST R

NGRS, 6.1 ENREIKEY IR A Z
AP AR ANEES =HHHNIE. B F—-TEATERNH X =
MG INBFAEREBRELBER=DESHE., WREMEH P WAL
B ANEERE.ERMH RSB A SR ER” (nominative case) ,P H A
—A“E R (accusative case) ;3 FH SR P 4 M “iE#” (absolutive case), A
I — A HEH8 " (ergative case), XFA TREFEHEREFENAR, 2
MRIEFEBMEN—-PIEENE, FRA“ICAE” (alignment) . Alignment Xk B
B 6] align, A A X557 09 BB, B0 R B 2 BB BN D BE Xt 5 i A A —
mENRE, SAFEENTERHNTEE. %Fﬁﬁ‘]—‘/l\ﬁ}ﬂ%“*ﬂimﬂ@yl
RSN, MER= RSN FEERT“RYHEEEELES” FRESE.

(L) 1 2 1 988 555 FR) 32 S8 4 (DA 7 B A i 3 e Bk 55D
B i 5 H Wy E TRy oA Wy 5 fE BHshA e F
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BIAR D, AR B R A AR E AR S B R Lk LA M F R GEFR
il —HE)HITENABHRS. EEEERN ANZHEEERNPSH
— MR EERE AL R, MTARETHRAMIBPHARELERS, X8
R T AR R B MINRE M 2., mEESEtwR YRETHUEH -4
BENE ERRZECER S ER T — 4 B 5234 5L 7 ) 2 R “1E X
¥ % % 22 {8 1% (semantic map connectivity hypothesis)”, BI“4E 4G E1E S
() R 2 #4 2C I Y8 B AR it 5 B 8 25 1) o B — 1 A X880 (Croft 2003:134)

Hp b, E e —e, 3.1 ZiRE Tsova-Tush iI&EF AR K5
BT S EARE R R 3 A B RS R B BRI A
PR, RAAEMKEER., REBEDBALEME., DR EXFE L
FIEPX B E, T REELEM RS, TeE MM % A RA T m—f
(Kubpuk 2001:187), XM g Jmek#R A “ E 37 (active case) ¥ Jry,

(2) W8 P 95 55 10 7% B2 48 O B S TR B R i 55
B Hy 2 7 W e B T B 5 17 B Mz iE th % E P

E k3 ek
A Sa Sp P
TR (A+Sa) (SptP)

KTHIREFERNEFTE.6. 2.2 TEREASEMEMNRREIENEEREE
FBEKERE URBEGENERERERIRE. RERNIIEHELTES
REME ZEACHIRE, BT EERE. XTX—& 5 Uk
EA BRI ITE .

IR E T AT, RITREMR BN — RN G . REES¥RY
H—F B INADOER — R A R R LR AUE MR BA & 1A M
R, IR EAE S MBS AE. HELHEMEFOERA N, REREAR
[T EL o 30X 4 69 B B T 3R A1 ] o AR GX T T A — 26 L AR DL

Framihg X AN Hd 7.2 2 WRAKD.OZ/EAZKRLRMA S
SR R L MR BN — 5, X — BRI T 3R 7 A 56 & A i A ot B OB
REHALRAEBRE X,
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BEEMEENRE RN, EESREERESF.HBAXEER MRAT
HA% S5 MER . HIG, SURRER“HE X — A 7P OB RE LR
HEBUE . WIBDUERER B R T, BDUE M FRE A Y TR e
L SVOC(EE-hid-EiRk-#E) .

Horp 8.2 BRSO BLAE Y BB 52t B AR B A B4R B Z AR BE I H R
(TEM>5#H>EH 181 TOEFARE . KL, EEFHRRKBRENX
RO RAAFRE W T, e ERED, TEER/DNEHR TR, I
R S He bR T WA 8 mue £ BHE — ARS B,

Mue wHago XOpOIIO YYHTHCH.
BOERIBZ T FICFER)
(R ZFHF¥5 )
Mue KAPOKO.
ROE =) %
(R (RED#H,)
MHe TpMmuaTh OLWUH rOf.
K(5H#) =+ 4
(R=t+—-%0
P B ee“ B FE7 W FIBIERSHBAITESE. XX FHRAEEE"HBE
HEZtE, Wk E R R .

BRRMYELR 2 F., HEZEMREMEHNTHE, REXENRL
R B EIE R WX R, TR RPN R ; 50 15 2 A a8 R P
SRS WS EE. Hoh, X B %A iR SR B R A R R R R
. IRESINHRET 6.2, 1 1 (129 SOMBLE] TR EE T AMEREREETFH
EARNER., AERRRAE AEREINX S ARG OMEC W HE. BEER
BT A BRI OCR R H A GRS TS, SR L SUR Asise
LT FREE R, FB s A MREZ TR E TS e, KR 2L
R, R FH A GERTATE TAEmERARES.

BHAHEPREIESRIMTEZEMR 10.3.2 7., REEBEFTERY U AIE
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A—HMFR, HhRHT A REFREEE. BRI E TSR
E A BRI KRR 69 EiE —BOR R, T H ok IR E IR AR CRL
RERESAEENRS WY TFILEP K= M AL XTGP r ™)
HERE TR QI8 O, 10.4 EHIHEH S HMEHNF F RN T
B R R MR E S, M IUER EIEPR AT RS- AKR L,

Bt —miT R ERRMXRAREHFATR WILEEFIE. FH
EHRSESENRAR, XA ENERE N, X-HELE2BHILITERE
PR T — 5, Hoh R 5048 B A= o B X T2 25 m 3 0 B2 i B 58 R U iR Y
Fotok iR RE M BB FRE, DI IR IS R BRONBE MO C R . b4t it 2l
B S VR Z LB T A KA G5 0 15 5 60 B BRI A 26T R Y
5, DAt B B o R S S0 SR

X—RWEREEE ZEMPEEEN, BAMARESTN WEITFEIE
B IRIE DL L 50 R Bl 9 B3R, SEPR bR BT BREE R b — R AR A 8 i
EE . HPRBIEES A — RN RA = AR BERE-s, TLF
A REMIES P HEARBEREDS B R EN. ROITLESEHA B
(417 - &0 5F 18 Bhid B9 35 % M B — BOB &M Hua 3530 R A I8 =15

&) 7F Fli& sh A — BUS R Hua & {8 & i
#— AW lat-ok  (EFE W) dge (HER)
AWK lat-sz (4RE W) k-ge (fBFEMH
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limu“ig & ” .al-muhatabu“ Wy ZH 7l al-ya’ ibu“ AN EHE”. “FEHHE R
AEEHERREHFX N, WHSETEMHE. REUEEERPVES .3
W—HXREEEE - B AT E LR, HES = AFRNUAR K ™#%,
HEAMA-HXE. REREPLEREES PXEBRBEE LR, I
HRAANREDP XA THBRKIEN —BRER, RS EBREIRL DK
WRE T AR SR BB ETBRIE R R, B REY KB A E, 5 & Ml s
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PR B, BT RS, DUEEWF S T EH. B RBARER SVOEF, KAL
AOHBHM SOV IETWRE. WARBERAGEFR, REMXREANGTHEE.
i F 5 BRI A RAERR , B b Bk b5 B Lol B A A U8 REE A
PE(4. 2.2 45, B2 Hawkins 1983 (4 B 78 “ IS 7 w6 A R 38D 1 SR A w5 B 1)
B VOIEFHGME ARG BREKER ZBME, E X F 5 R [ i8S
e, HREMXRAMNAKAMERT LB IERHSHK T . Dryer & Gensler
(2005)gEit#y 192 MIEF D, RIBMENIES RA 3 M. DUGEILITTIEH . BiEM
FRWE HLHEE., RON—WEHURITGEPRIEWNENH I NGESEA,
Dryer(2005)%it T 375 VO IES . HP X AN AR EW RAE 5 # . 0EI
FiE i ERIE.PE RS FEM AR E G, R ERA =M.
L HIEMEEE. m—BANEE. ol TREZDEEW. 257 T M
SOV 8 SVO it E WAL, HXZMN TR BT URERERE T SOVIEFHREA
MR, DUBER—F VOEFTMARARNIETEX — A NEL ERHINAE
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BORFRER , STBR B F AR, HDUEX 7 28 4 B HTE X AN RE, IR
B W8 AE 57 5K, 38 Dryer (2005), W2EHFHBHE AR, — DATEER )
BB R R VLB M EIE bR LRE 5@ 15 8L R E L 8487 F = 1Bk
RIS , R SEBR BB OV 453X, MATTT 38 56 M ) 4 A B -2 22 JR] X 8 37 3 -5 (A
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2002),
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F— . HFIOEH R, WP EEE AL ENERPIR
FHE.ALUEEREARIER. B, UGB EEPEFPRENL, MG
R S RIE E R E B, DUEE T B 5T A B gL SR, 1B I 3 E R
BEmE, WZRENE T R AEEBEES., XU, RIONFEHHmatiis, q
TS B9 A B IR] 4 B B — BRI R R e 7 A R
BA—HHER ., BEENE, A —BWE LI L&A F 5T HEENIZITE
MRS TERNNREEESRN(GREXETWAFEFLRBEREET 2L, W
WAEFREAAMNAFEFERAFREMBEALTI) . X IR R A0 &
FERIEREYBARSOEBREE B . 2T RS 5S H AER
HFEE, AP RAENR, BRSSP X TEMARE "X EE " (de-empha-
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PREFACE TO THE
SECOND EDITION

The continuing demand for Language Universals and Linguistic Typology
necessitates yet another reprinting. In earlier reprintings, I restricted
changes to corrections of typographical and other minor errors and
updating of bibliographical information. However, developments since
1980 (when I completed the manuscript of the first edition), both spec-
ifically in universals and typology and more generally in grammatical
theory, have rendered a somewhat more substantial reworking of the text
essential. The main changes are in chapter 1, where a now outdated
comparison of different data bases has been replaced by new material, and
in chapter 11, which is substantially new. The other chapters remain more
or less the same, though new material has been added to chapter 2; the main
differences are clarifications of certain parts of the texts and a more
substantial updating of the bibliography.

I am grateful to those who reviewed the first edition and to all those who
have given me comments in various ways, not least among them my own
students at the University of Southern California.

The basic aim of the book remains, as in the first edition, to provide an
introduction to the study of language universals and typology from an, albeit
slightly modified, Greenbergian perspective. I have resisted the attempt to
engage in protracted dialogue with proponents of other approaches or even
to provide extension commentary on such other approaches, as this would
be out of place in an introductory text of this kind. I have retained
essentially the same coverage of topics, though it should be realized that my
selection of topics to illustrate work on universals and typology is in large
measure personal.

It is perhaps worth emphasizing the main features of my outlook on
language universals and typology as represented in the body of this book.
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The languages of the world provide us with a rich variety of data on the basis
of which we can study the general properties of the human language
potential. (The richness of this material should not blind us to its fragility;
languages are dying out at an alarming rate, a fact which raises suprisingly
little public concern, even among those who do express alarm at the destruc-
tion of other parts of our environment.) In order to understand the human
linguistic potential, we must develop methods, descriptions, and analyses
that are not only sufficiently constrained 1o say interesting things about those
properties that are common to all languages but also sufficiently flexible to
permit insightful characterization of the degree of variation that we find
among languages. Comparison of languages should be driven primarily by the
varied data that languages present to us; while any comparison, or indeed any
description, requires some degree of abstractness of representation, reliance
onoverly abstractapproaches to linguistic description substantially increases
the possibility that what will be compared are not languages but linguists’
conceptions ( or misconceptions) of languages. This does not imply an
atheoretical stance, though it does imply an attitude that is at least cautious to
some of the claims of currently dominant grammatical theories. Linguists
working on universals and typology from the perspective advocated here are
obliged to seek explanations for the cross-linguistic generalizations they
establish; adoption a priori of a particular explanation (especially a largely
untestable one such as innateness) serves only to blind the linguist to the
possibility of alternative explanations. The approach that I present in this
book is thus part of an attempt to provide an explanatory account of the nature
of human language.

Los Angeles, August 1988 Bernard Comrie



