ENGLISH RE A DASNIGESSIESRIISEFSERCIOABRISIE

B, EWEINSES

S -

%. et
4. KXE BER
B B

ERIHE HRA




cr e R RR s

ERIE “+—H BEMFERAMNRIEMAITAR

% FR AN B

ENGLISH READING SERIES COURSE

»

=)

i

5

il WENXCE

B

i

.

&

REEZWEE

YT RN SA N RS EE S AT AR N P R R R T T P P P P PR SR SRR YN
: PN T R R ET VI Y E R TR LRI Ty REEFRTA PP Y £ F Y

L33
H
i)

=
H

,.1: 1

FEPEFIRETN
FEFiEEEECS

!!NMN*H!HN,H,WN!!G%
FYEFSTFFFE L XEVIR Y

1
¥
H

iﬂw%ﬁ!«..ﬁ*‘!*ﬂ!%?%‘ﬂ‘w;
AN ENE RSN TN SR




BHENSE (CIP) ¥ 15

BRI RTIBE/ B LA BRI, BRI
BH HARE, 2006.9

ISBN 7-5316-4649-8

I3 W38 - B - %

B-#b . H319.4

o T RS B 4548 CIP 38210 (2006) 45 119420 2

EMESR:-DEE HEEH

KEWNERIKE

YINGYU YUEDU XILIE JIAOCHENG

oM HAREHE

B E R 4%k

BMBER XX EEH

* WORNMG

WMEHRE T-F %€ R FEE
HERN #ES

HE@H BzR & =

H B BRO#AFUHRHBAETEN KLES 158 &)
Ep Rl wARESIAZFAEDATGR
£ IT Brusghma

F A 787%x1092 1/16

F 1400 F

i i 59

o4 WO2006 £ 10 HE 11K

;m RO2006410 A% 1 KR

z # 140.00 T(2E T H)

i) £ ISBN 7-5316-4649-8/G « 3545

B2 G A A A W e A K a s Mk a5

& 44 Bdod A s s

a4 d



i
I, |

ar om n m n o v n o o n o  m m am e on T = e v e R w  w m e A e 6w PR

(RIFBREZINHM) R—FEELEEFT L RALAGF A A GRS
AR A, EEHEMETH, FEAEAMTZ, ARBLES. #RX A 5.
BEAHE. HABGEEE, BTI/E. ST BERABRLAES, ik
LFEXEEALIREEFRA, HERNLEREFES. B, $5TAR
TRk B R EENHE, BENOBTAROTH, ML EETA
W, LFEHA, TLETR, LAEBR, o EEMLTRMTE, A5k
BGER, FINEAH TFHFERFTALERFHRTROBSGEE, &
IBEAVG A IR B A7,

(EEFEEBEZINEM) 95 —HERXEBEIFTHREA Fmey L5,
ERR AT ST ARG T (B AMGI) ., RN EP B ey 25255,
AAREARFEMGINL, ARLEAFF RN (AL, L, BRLHE)
HTEFE, AN BEHS I AWM. ERANGHM, LHARE. BMiEF AL
M, BONGEIMARRBASEL S BLEREIMERTRBEY, MERER
AHRBRAFGEEINRES, AFITUREFANWBR AT L LS
BREEA ., ATHRBEFAaRAN, RNEFSHALILE, MAELERR
BEBY, EMNFLEERAREEZNEERAL S,

AMFARAERMAE M —HRAEE. 2B8F WM MEL, A4
FARE ARG I, P RESGHITX, XFLE, AREFE
B, GRS KE. bk, CRGL, BRA. BOERE, BEALNK
MYPTHEER, LATEHELG R ERF. T 2XFERALT, Al
BAMRLGE BT EZ TR EE. AR PRANTRE, £iEda9
M, #FLARLAEFERT, FEAREEFNLADRSLETIRA
F.

(RFBWERINHEE) WAMPHZ LA RE SN I BRI, R5H
BAEHBEATRR, EXAZBRATFTH, AEEMESH Ficf v L IF 5
THREEIXRFARKEAGHR, HEALUXTERR., HH5 AL
KERHHE. SR BEFRERAAEE LOR N LR L A, 7o EFE

e ] .

~



TERLEFTLRAFFoHBARET . xR T EC o8

(FERERINHE) RAZLITE “+—» 27 HEFAF T EHAXR
BCERLERGREEL LS AMATHEARXOFLERET) BB R
R, GEHMVEASRERIRE, FFLRXPFRPXARBFELFRFHF R
BEFF LS AR L, A EEEREGRM, RMEE, AR, &
TH, BHEE, RBEIFRBOHBEMN., EHFF, ROALSEBA
HFA, BENTEAARERBFTALRAGTHRELLBLHS T
EFH, mERMMLEGRMAA B, EHFAT FRE B4, FiEA S
B} 4T 3% I, '

% A&
2006 % 8 A 17 B Tob R g

faed

P O A

R I S S S R



Contents

Unit One

Passage A World War II-—60 Years After ‘:
Global System Rose From Ashes, But What Now?
Passage B Koizumi could yet rain on China’s parade

Passage G 60 years after Hiroshima, America still lives in fear
Unit Two

Passage A Investing in the United Nations: for a stronger
Organization worldwide (1)

Passage B Iavesting in the United Nations: for a stronger

Organization worldwide (II) «ererrerremmoiiin i s

Passage C US Having a Hard Time Finding Allies for UN Reform -

Unit Three

Passage A France Declares State of Emergency -« -+
Passage B Deep Roots of Paris Riots
Passage C 10 Officers Shot as Riots Worsen in French Cities

Unit Four

Passage A Ahmadinejad: Oil Price is Lower Than Value «--ecoveeerreeneess

Passage B High Oil Prices Met With Anger Worldwide

Passage C OPEC Says Oil Supplies Not the Problem «+vvceeens
Unit Five

Passage A Finding Opportunity in a Post Textile-Quota-World

Passage B End of Textile Quota Regime—India must Sti!l Spin Faster

to Stay in Place

Passage C POWERS THAT BE: The Fashion Fight <+t cveeneecenneinnn.

oy

- (6)
= (13D

(16)

(20)

- (23)

. (26)
e (30)
. (33)

(36)

- (40)
<o (47)

- (49)

- (54)

(61)

IR EES E NN PR N Y,

-

i3 i3

P PFEEEE

v



Unit Six

Passage A G-7 Backs Debt Plan For Poor Countries

Passage B Global Economy IMF's new poverty focus a hard sell -+-----

Passage C Op-Ed: Critical Moment for Debt Cancellation
Unit Seven

Passage A Why Six Party'l Talks Should Succeed
Passage B The Bush Doctrine -
Passage C China’s New Strategy .-

Unit Eight
Passage A Bush’s Fantasy of Progress in Iraq «« -+ +-+

Passage B A Rebel Crack-up? ----
Passage G My 12 Days in Detention

Unit Nine

Passage A Russia, China Boost Joint Defense Plans

Passage B US Officrals: Sino-Russian War Games a Message to
US War games seen as message s eeserereees

Passage C Comment and Analysis from Taipei, London, Singapore
and Tokyo

Unit Ten

Passage A The Bird Flu: How Much Fear Is Healthy? «ooeveieesiniii.
Pagssage B The Deadly Side Effects of Avian Flu -r-eeeeeeeeieinin e

- (111

Passage C Common Sense of Bird Flu
Unit Eleven

Passage A Tornado Death Toll Hits 12 in Tennessee
Passage B Scientists Put an Eye in the Heart of the Storm «-------

Passage C Couple Gets $ 1. 3 M in Tornado Damage Suit -

Unit Twelve

Passage A Japan's Soccer Samurais Are Left Feeling Blue
Passage B Teamwork Tells For Awesome Argentina
. 2 -

(65)

------ (69)

(73>

- (76)
- (79)
- (84)

-+ (88)
- (9D
+ (94)
- (98)

- (101)

- (103

(106)
(108)

< (114D
- (116)
- (118

- (120)
- (123)

; ) FFa g i ¢ . s 448 g S
FIF I AR AR A B B I R S SR S B N G B

o4 &g & H F & E Ly A

T
2 ¥ Z

AN N A e
I S IR B AW AP S A3

i

IR RN B X I NI SN B

FAN S BT B P 4



.
i

PaSsageCHistory OfFIFA 68 e ME e esa 1 es tEN G s 638 S8 N Ses s L Bes e EBE AB S KL v I (\]26)
Unit Thirteen

Passage A Taking the Love out of the Game. American’s Overtraining
May Hamper Results «reeevrererrmennnanenimi e (130)
Passage B Aussic-American Duo Wins Second Grand Slara Doubles

Passage C The Origins and Early History of Tennis «ecerserreceveceaeerees (134)
Unit Fourteen

Passage A The Academy Award-—Tis the (Oscar) Season of Gifting

- (137
Passage B Charity from Stars—McCartney, UZ Rock Live 8  «-+-ceeeeo0 (140)
Passage C Star Clouples =+ eec e seesreessirraniieiini i e (143)



Unir One

Passage A World War 1169 Years After.
Global System Rose From Ashes, But What Now?

By Jeffrey Donovan

As ‘we mark the 60th anniversary of the end of World War 11, RFE/RL! looks at some
of the facrors that determined the course of the struggle and shaped the new world that e-
merged from it.

A new systemn of international relations arose from the ashes of World War 1. The U-
nited Nations, thic World Bank, and Internauonal Mounetary Fund—-as well as the unofficial
preeminence of the U.S. doltar—were all established to help guide global politics and eco-
nomics and prevent another world war. But in recent years, cracks have surfaced in the
postwar system, with some speculating that it may be rime to bui'd a new order. On the 60th
anniversary of Nazi Germany's surrender, we look at the postwar international system~-and
where 1t might go from here.

PRAGUE (RFE/RL)—U. S. diplomat John Bolion summed up the founding gozls of
the United Nations and the postwar international system in an acdress last month to the U. S. Senate.

"Now more than ever, the UN must play a critical role as it strives to fulfill the dreams
and hopes and aspirations of its original promise,” Bolton said, and went on to quote from
the UN Charter? ;" "To save succeeding generations from the scourge of war’, "to reaffirm
faith in fundamental human rights” and "to premore social progress and better standards of
life in larger freedom’.”

This effort, he concluded, "demands decisive American leadership": Bolten, Bush's
candidate to be America’s ambassador to the UN, is controversial, as is Paul Wolfowitz, the
Iraq war architect recently appointed to lead the World Bank. Both are seen as embodying

I" U.S. policies that critics say threaten the multinational system the men are sup-

"unilatera
posed to represent.

That system, which arose from the ashes of tiic war, is now under intense pressure.

The UN-—faced with internal sexual abuse and financial scandals and external political
and security failures—is set for an overhaul. And the global financial institutions, pilloried
for their work with poor countries and performance during the Asian crisis of the mid-1990s,
have begun to redefine their roles as well.

Meanwhile, both Bolton and Wolfowitz are secn as agents of change who could trample
multilateral procedares at the UN and Worid Bank. Bolton, currently undersecretary of
state for arms control and international securivy, in the past has harshly criticized the Unized
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Nations.

Yet the postwar system itself—which was set up to help rebuild Europe, ensure glehal
political and economic security, and avoxd any major wars——was a decidedly American-led
creanon.

In the summer of 1944, delegates from the Uaited States, China. the Soviet Union,
and Brirain met in Washington to draft proposals for crearving the United Nations. The U. S,
imprint on the world body was reinforced when its headquarters were established in New
York Gity after the war. '

Likewise, the institutions to guide the global postwar economy were set up in the sum-
mer of 1§44-—in America. Delegates from 45 states meeting in the small town of Bretten
Woods, New Hampshire agreed to establish the crganizations that later became the World
Bank and the Toternational Monetary Fund. Both organizations set up headquarters after the
war in Washington. '

Given America’s role in creating the postwar institutions, Bush admihistration critics sce
irony in what rhey see as today’s "unilateral” attitudes in Washington.

British author George Monbior believes those institutions are primarily vehicles for U.S. pow-
er, yet offer just enough to others to make them willing participants in the system. He says
the old order was a brilliant compromise forged by postwar U. S. presidents Franklin Roose-
velt* and Harry Truman®.

But Monbiot, a columnist for "The Guardian", says today’s U. S. leadership angers
many around the world by appearing to hoid the multilateral nature of the postwar system in
contempt.

""What the neo-cons are proposing is to turn this into an overtly unilateralist system,
which would effectively force the other countries to resist it," Monbiot said. "So they don't
realize what a delicate and clever compromise men like Roosevelt and Truman came up with,
and how they arc in fact damaging their own interests by turning this back into a siraightfor-
ward expression of unilateral power."

To be surc, many American conservatives have long been critical of the UN, seeing the
world body as populated by many undemocratic states and acting as an inccnvenient hin-
drance to American action.

But cails to reform the UN have grown louder around the world amid accusations that
the world body is rife with corruption and politically weak.

The failure to de anything to stop recent atrocities in Yugoslavia and Rwanda was a
major blow to the UN’s credibility, as Secretary-General Kofi Annan acknowledged in a his-
toric spcech in Stockholm last year.

"The events of the 1990s, in the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda, are especially shame-
ful," Annan said. "The international community clearty had the capacity to prevent these c-
vents, but lacked the will. Those memories are especially painful for the United Nations. "
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Annan has called for an overhaul of the UN by September, including restructuring the
Security Couacil’ ro possibly broaden its membership to achieve wider global consensus.

The debate at its New York headquarters has been intense. And just this weck, Iialy
made the latest reform proposal-——to add 10 regioral seats to the Security Council.

Meanwhile, calls to reform the World Baunk and IMF have also grown, even as the vio-
lent protests that marked their annual mectings during the 1990¢ have waned.

Supporters say the IMFEF and World Bank helped guide the global economy through six
decades of unprecedented expansion, stability, and prosperity.

Weclfowitz himself stated last month that his mission at the World Bank would be to re-
duce global poverty, saying: "Pcople who don't know me may not appreciate why I am cager
to take on this challenge, so let me explain. 1 believe deeply in the mission of the World
Bank. Heclping people to lift themselves out of poverty is a noble mission. "

But critics accuse the financial institutions of imposing harsh and ineffective policies on
poor narions, often to the benefit of rich ones.

Joseph Stiglitz, a former World Bank chief economist, has been one of its biggest crit-
ics. He argues that the recipe often dictated to poor couatries by the IMF and World Bank—
raise taxes and interest rates, trim state spending—has actually hindered development in
many parts of the world. .

Stiglitz and other development economists have bemoaned Wolfowitz's appointment at
the World Bank, just as some Furopean diplomats must dread the possibility of Bolton be-
coming America’s next envoy to the world body.

But both their appointments come as the financial institutions and UN are seen as nee-
ding to reform to keep pace with the times.

In that light, the British weekly "The Economist” recently speculated that the two men
might just have the strength of vision to be forces for positive change.

Thats how Bolton has cast himself, last month telling senators—who are due to vote on
his nomination on 12 May-—that he can help "restore confidence in the United Nations".

From: www. perspicacitycnline. com

Words and Expressions

preeminent: adj. much more important, more powerful, or better than any others of its
kind

surface: vi. if information, feelings, or problers surface, they become knowr about or
easy to notice

speculate: vt. to guess about the possible causes or cffects of something, without krnowing
all the facts or details

address: n. a formal speech that someone makes to a group of people

aspiration: n. a strong desire to have or achieve soncthing




scourge: n. something that causes a lor of harm or suffering

embody: vt. 1o be a very good example of an idea or quaiity

overhaul: n. necessary changes or repairs made to a wachine or system

pillory . vt. if somecone is pilloried, they are publicty criticized by a lot of people, especially

In newspapers ctc

trample; vi. to behave in a way that shows that you do not care abou: someonc’s rights or

feelings

harsh: adj. severe, cruel, or unkiud

imprint; n. the mark left by an object being pressed into or onto something

reinforce: vt. to make a group of people, especially an army, stronger by addihg people,

equipment ctc

forge: vt. to devclop sorncthing new, especially a strong relationship with other people,

groups, Or COULLIies

overt: adj. overt actions are done publicly, without trying to hide anything

hindrance: r. the act of making it difficult for someone to do something

atrocity: n. an extremely cruel and violent action, especially during a war

credibility. n. the quality of descrving to be believed and wrusted

wane: vi. to become gradually less strong or less important

unprecedented. adj. never having happened before, or never having happened so much

recipe.: vi. to be likely to cause a particular resulr, oftenr a bad one

dictate. vt. to tell somecne exactly what they must do or how they must hehave

trim: vt. to reduce a number, amount, or the size of comething

bemoan: vi. t complain or say that you are disappointed about something

envoy: n. somecne wno is sent to another country ug an otficial representative

nomination. n. the act cf officially suggesting somecne or something for a position, dury,

or prize, or the fact of being suggested for 1t

Notes |

1. RFE/RL; Radio Free Europe (RFL), broadcasting organization cstablished in 1950 with
the stated mission of promoting democratic values and institutions. Its original purpose
was to broudcast news to countries behind the "Iron Curtain during the cold war. In
1975, it was merged with Radio Liberty (RL), a similar enterprise that broadcast to the
nations inside the Sovict Union. RFE reccives most of its funding from ths U.S. Con-
gress. Until 1971, the funds were channeled through the Central Intelligence Agencys
since that time the funds have been reccived in the form of grants thiough the Broadeast -
g Board of Governors of the U. S. Information Agency. The collapse of the USSR
proughr about changes including budger cuts and the relocation of headquarters frora Mu-
nich, Gerrmaany. 1o Prague, the Czech Republic, in 1995, Breadcasts were ended in some
areas but added in others. They are now sent to E and SE Europe. Russia, the Caucasus,
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Central Asia, and the Middle East. They continue to include news, political commentar-
les, sports, and music, and to be written, produced, and broadcast by nationals from
the audience countrics. RFE/RL now broadcasts over shertwave, AM/FM channels, and

the Internet.

. UN Charter; The United Nations Charter is the constitucion of the United Nations. It

was signed at the United Nations Conference on International Organization in Saon Fran-
cisco on June 26, 1945 by the 50 original member countries. It entered into force on Oc-
tober 24, 1945, after being ratified by the five founding members-the Republic of Chi-
na, France, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, and the United States-and a major-
ity of the other signatories. As a Charter it is a constituent treaty, and all signatories are
bound by its articles. Furthermore, it explicitly says that the Charter trumps all other
treaty obligations. It was ratified by the United States on August 8, 1945, making that
nation the third, after Nicaragua and El Salvador, to join the new international organi-
zation. Most countries in the world have now ratified the Charter. The Varican City, is
a permanent observer state and therefore is not a full signatory to:the: Charter.

Franklin Roosevelt: Born: 30 January 1882; birthplace: Hyde Park, New York;
died; 12 April 1945; best known as: the president who led the U.S. through World War
IT. Roosevelt managed to pull Americans out of the Great Depression and lead them to
victory in World War 11, two pretty tall orders. His support of an acuve federal govern-
ment shaped American politics through the remainder of the 20th century. His package

of federally-supported public works and social programs was knewn collectively: as the

New Deal. Roosevelt was so popular that he was elected four times—a lengthy run which
led to the passage of the 2Z2nd Amendment, restricting presidents to two terms. He died
in office only a few months into his fourth term.

Harry Truman: Born: 8 May 1884 ; birthplace: Lamar, Missouri; died: 26 December

1972 (cardiovascular failure) ; best known as; President of the United States, 1945~1953. In

the election of 1944 President Franklin Roosevelt chose Senator Harry S. Truman to bel

his vice presidential candidate. On April 12, 1945 Roosevelt died and Truman hecame
the 33rd president. In 1945 he made the decision to drop two atomic bombs on Japan,. fi-
nally ending the war. Truman steered the U.S. through the post-war period with color-
ful, no-nonsensc harangues that have since grown legendary. He was re-elected in 1948
in a contest many expected him to lose to the Republican candidate,. Thomas Dewey. (A
famous photograph shows Truman holding up a premarure edition of the Chicago Tribune
with the headline "Dewey Defeats Truman".) Growing discontent with the U. S. in-

volvement in Korea led Truman to give up politics at the end of his second term.

. Security Council: The Security Council is the United Nations’ most powerful body. It

has " primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and security".

Five powerful countries sit as "permanent members" along with ten other member states,
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elected for two-year terms. Since 1990, the Council has dramatically increased its activi-

ty and it now meets in nearly continuous session. [t dispatches military opcrations, impo-
ses economic sanctions, mandates arms inspections, deploys human rights and clection
monitors and more. The marterials available hicre provide analysis and documents about
the Covncil and the sharp debate abour Council reform, as well as information about the

NGO Working Group on the Security Council.

. About the author: Jeffrey Donovan is a senior correspondent based in Prague. A gradu-

ate of the University of California, Santa Cruz, he writes mainly abour U. S. foreign

policy.

Exercises

[. Tell whether the following statements are true or false.

1. The United Nations,the World Bank and Internationai Monetary Fund were all funded
following World War 1.

2. The UN, as an international organization, is an impartial institution, so no one country
can have any influence over its decision.

3. The United States has a leading role in almost every international institution.

4. Since the American voice can always be heard in the UN, American people are very satis-
fied with the UN. '

5. As people from different perspectives have totally different opinions on the internatonal
organizations, they do not agree on the reform either.

II. Translate the following expressions.

1. Security Council ;

2. UN Charter:

3. the World Bank.

4. bilateral rclationship:

5. undersecretary of state.

II1. Questions for discussion.

1.
Z.
3.

What is the problem of thoge international organizations?

“In what way is this world different from the oune in World War I1?

What role does America play in those international organizations?

Passage B Koizumi could yet rain on Chinas parade

By J Sean Curtin

BEIJING—For the past two months it has been almost impossible for anyonc in Chiua,

even in the most far-flung corners of the Middle Kingdom', not to be fully aware that this

year marks the 60th anniversary of China’s victory in its hard-fought "War of Resistance a-
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gainst Japanese Aggression” during World War I1.

A series of spectacular mass events was held in Beijing last weekend to mark the grand
climax of 50 days of nationwide commemorative events. The Chinese leadership also took the
opportunity to stress that Beijing expects Tokyo to handle the painful issue of its wartime suf-
fering with the urmost sensitivity.

Seemingly disregarding the fact that the whole of China was focused cn his country's
wartime record, Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi® also on the weekend renewed
speculation that he will again pay homage at a coutroversial Shinto® shrine which honors
convicted Class-A war criminals responsible for atrocities in China. His announcemen: has
already created fresh bilateral tension, and if Koizumi wins Sunday’s gencral election, the
current China-Japan political rift looks certain to continue.

Public opinion polls one week out suggest Koizumi is headed for a resounding victory,
one that could allow him and his Liberal Democratic Party* to govern withourt irs coalition
parmer, the New Komeito Party’. The LDP remains strongly ahead, with 42.2% of voters
saying they support the party, compared to 18. 5% for the largest opposition Democratic
Party of Japan. though the Democrats arc starring to narrow the gap, a weekend poil by the
daily Yomiuri Shimbun showed.

Meanwhile, though the Japanese election is currently being fought on the domestic issue
of postal privatization, its result may have a bigger impact on its relationship with China.

Saturation Chincse media coverage of the 60th anniversary along with a host of regional
events and national ceremonies have c¢nsured that the full tragedy of the historic milestone
has been vividly imprinted on the Chinese national consciousness. Awareness of the terrible
acts committed by Japan during its brutal occupation has probably never been greater, crea-
ting a potentially volatile atmosphere for bilateral ties. The significantly heightened leve! of
anti-Japanese sentiment makes it imperative for Japanese leaders to tread carefully, some-
thing Koizumi secms reluctant to do.

There is simmering resentment about Koizumi’s annual pilgrimages to the Yasukuni
Shrine in Tokyo. which although it is primarily dedicated to the counrry’s war-dead also
controversially horiors 14 Class-A war criminals, including Tokyo's notorious wartime leader
General Hideki Taojo®.

Chinese anger about whart is perceived to be the Japanese leadership’s lack of genuine re-
morse over Tokyo's wartime invasion was one of the main driving forces hehind a serics of
ugly anti-Japanese protests that swept China in April.

Chinese President Hu Jintao and Premier Wen Jiabao have both personally told Koizumi
not to go ro Yasvkumi during the sensitive 60th anniversary year, a request he has so far ob-
served. However, at the weekend, buoyed by polls that suggest he will win the Lower House
clection’, Koizumi strongly hinted that he would probably visir the shrine this year, risking

a ftierce Chinese backlash.




In response to a TV debate question about whether he would visit Yasukuni this year,

Koizumi replicd: "i can only say thet I will make the appropriate decision. 1t vou look al
what I have been doing up until now, I thinrk youll understand what 1 will do."

Since he has visited the shrine every year since taking office in April 2001, his com-
meuts seemed to imply he intends to visit the shrine again this year if reelected  Such a pil-
grimage would set hiin on a collision course with the Chinese icadership, deeply anger ordi-
nary Chinese citizens and probably lead to another series of anti:-Japansse demonstrarions.

Koizumi also said during weekend TV appearances that it was inappropriate for foreign
powers to try to influence his personal decision to pay tribute to the japanese war dead at
Yasukuni.

Hu warns Tokvo

At the same time Koizumi made his remarks. Hu was concluding the 60zh anniversary
events with a nationaily televised speech. He underlined the decp sense of tranma caused by
the Japanese invasion and how Beijing expected Tokyc to handle the issue with the greatest of
sensitivity.

Hu said, "The brazen aggression against China by Japanese militarists plunged the
country into an unprecedented national crisis. " He added, "At this critical juncturc, when
threatened by national subjugation and racial extinction, the Chinese people refused to e
slaves and rose up in a heroic resistance. "

Some parts of his address scemed directly aimed at Koizumi and Japancse revisionists.
The Chinese president Litterly attacked attempts ro whirewash Japanese history and maoves o
rehabilitate the spirits of Class-A war criminals he described as "having been condemned by
history". Hu also underlined Chinesc disgust at those elemenss in Japan that seck to deny the
scale of the wartime slaughter and the inhuman crimes committed by Japanege troops.

He steruly warned, "Such actions have nor ouly breached the japanese government’s
commitrnent regarding historical issues, but aleo shaken the political foundation of Sino-Jap-
anese relations, thus badly hurting the feelings of the Chinese and other Asian peoples con-
cerned. "

In a clear swipe at the Koizumi administration, Hu spelled out that China expected the
Japanese lezdership to "transiate the apologies and remorse they have expressed for the war
of aggression into concrete actions'.

He counterbalanced his demands by emphasizing the positive aspects. of Beijing’s pos'-
tion. "We are committed to prorhoting Sino-Japanese friendship and cooperation in the 21st
century with real actions, so as to ensure sound and steady growth of Sino-Japancse relations
and lasting friendship between the two peoples for generations to come, " the president said.

Hu also stressed that Chinas emphasis on the past did not in anyway mean it wanted to
"continue the hatred”. He explained, "Instead, we want o draw lessons from history and be
forward-looking. " He added, "Only by remembering the past and drawing lessoas from i
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can cne avoid the repetition of historical tragedies. "

After a July and August packed full of anniversary events and reinforced by a media
blitz. Hu's speech perfectly resonated with the national mocd.
Chinese media focus on Japan war '

Even in the remotest of China’s provinces, TV channels have been jam packed with doc-
umentaries, dramas and other programming focusing on what is frequently described as "the
most brutal war in human history"” and semi-officially referred to as.the "World Anti-Fascist
War".

Even casual viewers could not escape being moved by highly emotive programming
largely cousisting of graphic documentaries and gripping war-related drama series. The tear-
Jjerking testimony of elderly women who as young innocent girls were forced to serve as Japa-
nese sex slaves and the depiction of Chinese suffering and humiliation during the occupation
have strengthened the already strong sense of national resentment about Tokyo's wartime ac-
tions and the need for genuine remorse. _

China has been producing wartime dramas and documentaries for decades, bur this year
has released a far greater volume. Several of the TV dramas have masterfully captured the
almost unimaginable degree of human misery Japancse troops inflicted on ordinary Chinese
people. After watching such gut-wrenching productions it is hard not to come to the conclu-
sion that even today Japan is honor-bound to show the decpest remorse for its past actions as
a prerequisite for good relations with the Middle Kingdom. ‘

China commemorated its wartime struggle against Japan with a series of high-profile ¢-
vents focusing around a number of evenly spread anniversaries, including the Communist
Party’s foundation day (July 1), the anniversary of the Marco Polo Bridge® incident, which
triggered the Sino-Japanese War (July 7), the Chinese People’s Liberation Army foundation
day (August 1) and, most significant of all, the day Japan surrendered (August 15). The
two-month long stint of events culminated in Beijing over the weekend in a scries of truly
spectacular eveats, in which the Chinese leadership skillfully brought together all the various
strands of the last two months of commemorative events.

Given the present depth of Chinese feeling, if Koizumi wins reelection and visits the
Yasukuni Shrine this year, it is difficult not 10 envisage an extremely strong Chinese rcac-
tion, which is certain to damage already severely strained relarions. '

From: Asia Times

Words and Expressions

a host of: a number of

backlash: n. a strong negative reaction by a number of people against recent events, espe-
cially against political or social developments

be on a collision course: to be likely to have serious trouble because your aims are very
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