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Preface

How is it possible to make sense of the entire human past?

The study of world history is an exhilarating project that offers unparalleled op-
portunities to understand oneself and one’s society in relation to the larger world.
Given the range of human diversity, however, world history also presents a daunting
challenge. Human communities have adopted widely varying forms of political, so-
cial, and economic organization, and they have elaborated even more diverse cultural,
religious, and philosophical legacies.

We wrote Traditions & Encounters to offer a global perspective on the past—a
vision of history that is meaningful and appropriate for the interdependent world we
live in today. During an era when peoples from all parts of the earth meet, interact,
and do business with one another, a global perspective has become an essential tool
for informed and responsible citizenship. Because global interactions profoundly in-
fluence the fortunes of peoples in all lands, it is impossible to understand the con-
temporary world by approaching it exclusively from the viewpoint of western Europe,
the United States, Japan, or any other individual society, or the historical experience
of any one society.

We wrote Traditions & Encounters: A Brief Global History to offer an option to
instructors who want to provide a global perspective to their students with a briefer
text, allowing more flexibility in the way they present the exciting stories of world
history to their students.

Of course, a brief text must offer more than just brevity. It must also provide a
sound organizational structure, strong themes that provide a systematic framework
for interpreting history, an engaging narrative, strong visual appeal, and solid peda-
gogy. Traditions & Encounters: A Brief Global History offers all of these elements.

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

We discuss the world’s development through time by organizing it into seven eras of
global history. These eras, treated successively in the seven parts of this book, repre-
sent coherent epochs that form the larger architecture of world history as we see it.
The eras owe their coherence in large part to the networks of transportation, com-
munication, and exchange that have linked peoples of different societies at different
times in the past. This structure allows us to make cross-cultural comparisons that
help frame world history for students to put events in a perspective that renders them
more understandable.

UNIFYING THEMES

The themes of traditions and encounters that give this book its title bring focus to
- the human experience. Together they account for much of the historical develop-
ment of human societies.
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PREFACE

The theme of tradition draws attention to the dynamics of individual societies. From
their earliest days on earth, human groups have generated distinctive political, social,
economic, and cultural traditions that have guided affairs in their own societies. Some of
these traditions arose and disappeared relatively quickly, while others influenced human
affairs over the centuries and millennia, sometimes down to the present day.

The world’s peoples have interacted with one another since the earliest days of
history. The theme of encounters directs attention to the elements that have linked
individual societies to their neighbors and others in the larger world. Whether in the
form of mass migrations, the spread of infectious diseases, imperial expansion, long-
distance trade, or the multitude of other ways in which peoples interact, these en-
counters have profoundly influenced the experiences of individual societies and the
development of the world as a whole.

Like the structure, the strong themes illuminate the events of history for students,
enhancing their understanding of and appreciation for world history in a way they can
use and apply to their point of view as world events unfold throughout their lives.

ENGAGING NARRATIVE

The structure and themes provide a strong foundation on which the story of global
history can be told in an engrossing way. Each chapter-opening narrative tells the
story of a man or woman caught in the currents of movement and exchange. Whether
it be Xuanzang, a Chinese monk who illegally travels to India to study Buddhism and
bring it back to his native land, or Dofia Marina, a slave girl of noble descent in Cen-
tral Mexico who serves as translator and aid to the Spanish conquistador, Hernidn
Cortés, as he conquers her native land, each story serves as portal to engage students
and to foster their enthusiasm for the study of the world’s past.

STRONG VISUAL APPEAL

Throughout the book, images are seamlessly integrated into the narrative to enhance
and support the stories of history that unfold through the themes of traditions and




encounters. Students interested in the story of Xuanzang can see a scroll
depicting his return to China with caravan of oxen carrying 657 books,

relics, and images.

And in Chapter Twenty-two a depiction of the controversial figure, Dofia
Marina, shows her standing centrally between Herndn Cortés and a Tlax-
cala ruler as they enter into an alliance against the Aztecs. All of the images
in the book were carefully researched and chosen to support and enlighten
the stories of the past.
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This text contains a carefully selected
range of tools to enhance student com-

PREFACE

Each map in the book provides a clear
pedagogical purpose to enrich student’s
understanding of the relationship be-
tween geography and history. Interactive
maps are also available on the book’s
website, and they are called out through-
out the text with this icon.
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xxii PREFACE

Chapter-opening vignettes draw the
reader into the larger story and allow
students to remember that world history
is really about people.
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of Sub-Saharan Africa
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Sources from the Past, a primary source excerpt, are SOURCES FROM THE PAS
in every chapter. These excerpts were selected to il-

lustrate fundamental ideas raised in the text and to

t Impressions of Spanish Fovces

provide individual voices from the human past.

Running Pronunciation Guide at the bot-
tom of each page helps readers with un-
familiar words and names. An audio version

is also available online.

formed sacrifices similar to those conducted by the
brabminsin India. Like the Aryans, the ancient Per-
sians glorified strength and martial virtues, and the
cults of both peaples sought principally to bring about
a comfortable material existence for their practitioners.
During the classical era Persian religion underwent
considerable change, as moral and religious thinkers
Zara sought to adapt their messages to the cir-
of a complex,

society. One result was Zoroastrianism, which cmcry:d
from the teachings of Zarathustra. Though Zarathus-
tra was undoubtedly a historical person, little certain
information survives about his life and carcer. It is not
even clear when he lived, though most scholars date
his life to the late seventh and carly sixth centurics

Zaoroastrianism (zohr oh ASS tree ahn i2'm)

Liu Bang called the new dynasty the Han, in
honor of his native land. The Han dynasty turned out
to be one of the longest and most influential in all of
Chinese history. It lasted for more than four bundred
years, from 206 B.C.E. to 220 ¢.&, although for a brief
period (9-23 ¢.6.) a usurper temporarily displaced
Han rule. Thus historians conventionally divide the
dynasty into the Former Han (206 8.¢.5.-9 ¢.£.) and
the Later Han (25-220 ¢.i.).

The Han dynasty consolidated the tradition of
centralized imperial rule that the Qin dynasty had pio-
neered. During the Former Han, emperors ruled from
Chang’an, a cosmopolitan city near modern Xi'an that
became the cultural capital of China. During the Later
Han, the emperors moved their capital east to Luo-
yang, also a cosmopolitan city and second in impor-
tance only to Chang'an throughout much of Chinese
history.

During the carly days of the Han dynasty, Lin Bang
attempred to follow a middle path between the decen-

Barly Han  "Ti7d politica alliances of the Zhou dy-
Policies nasty and the tightly centralized state of the
Qin 10 save the advantages and avoid the

excesses of both. On the one hand, he allotred large
landholdings to members of the imperial family, in the
expectation that they would provide a reliable network

Avesta. Nevertheless, many of Zarathustras own com-
pasitions survive because of the diligence by whn:h

As che Spanish arwy miside its way to To i Mot Wi 8 series of emissaries to communicate with
Cortés and learn bis intentions. The reports that came back were nof reaswring. They bronght disturbing news abous
wmmmuuwumammudmwhmm barkless animals
thast were native to Mexico.

S

And when [Motecuzoma)] had heard what the Andﬂaehbodxﬁ*mevery\vhm covered; only
micssengers reported, he was terrified, he was their faces appeared. Theywcuvetywhim
astounded. . had chalky faces; they had yellow hair, though the
w&ntamhhm&mmmhﬁ hnknfmnwwnbhnk.un;wmmkhuds
Mmmmn[ﬂ: '] command,  they also were yellow, They were yellow-headed.
discharged [the llnxj,howlnuonndeduiht {’Khhhekun‘uhﬂr]wﬂnky,kwqﬂly
thundered ttwtntdﬂ'ltlndudbcre&m And their food was like fasting food—very

of strengeh; it shut off onc’s cars, And whenitdis-  large, white, not heavy like [tortillas}; like m:iu

magi preserved them through oral
Known as the Garhas, Zarathustra’s works were hymas
that he composed in honor of the various deities that
he recognized. Apart from the Gathas, ancient Zoroas-
trian literature included a wide variety of hymns, litur-
gical works, and treatises on moral and theological
themes. ‘Though some of these works survive, the ar-
rival of Islam in the seventh century ¢.. and the sub-
sequent decline of Zoroastrianism resulted in the loss
of most of the Avesta and later Zoroastrian works.
Zarathustra and his followers were not strict mo-
notheists. They recognized Ahura Mazda as a supreme

Zarathustea (zar-ul THOO struh)
Gathar (GATH-uhs)

Domestically, Han Wudi worked strenuously to
increase the authority and prestige of the central gOV-
ernment. He built an enormous bu-
reaucracy to administer his empire, it
and he relied on Legalist principles of "™
government. He also continued the Qin policy of
building roads and canals to facilitate trade and com-
munication between China's regions. To finance the
vast machinery of his government, he levied taxes on
agriculture, trade, and crafi industries, and he estab-
lished imperial monopolies on the production of es-
sential goods such as iron and salt: In building such
an enormous governmental structure, Han Wudi
faced a serious problem of recruitment. He needed
thousands of refiable, intelligent, educated individu-
als to run his bureaucracy, but there was no institu-
tionalized educational system in China that could
provide a continuous supply of such peaple.

Han Wudi addressed that problem in 124 5.c.5, by
establishing an imperial umvmuy that prepared young
men for government service. Personally,
the Martial Emperor cared ittle for 1o Coneian
learning. In that respect he resembled all
the other carly Han emperors: Liu Bang
once emptied his bladder in the distinctive cap wom by
Confucian scholars in order to demonstrate his con-

something like a round pebble came forth stalks, good-tasting as if of maize stalk flour; a lit-
from within. Fire went showering forth; sparks ﬂ:mct,ahmhon:ynd I!whoncyadtoun
went blazing forth, Andmlmuh:meﬂudnry it was sweet to cat.
foul; it had a fetid odor which verily wounded the And their dogs were very large. They had cars
head. And when [the shot] struck a mountain, it folded over; great dragging jowls. They had fiery
-wuifkwuvdsuuyed,dbdvd And a trec was eyes—blazing cyes; dn:y had yellow eyes—fiery
d; it was as if it -.waulfnome yellow eyes, They had thin fanks—#fanks with ribs
mchlcwiuny showing. Tﬁeyhsdpun:mmucﬁs They were

All iron was their war array. In iron they clothed
themselves. With iron they covered their heads.
Tron were their swords. Iron were their crossbaows. wwdllkcncdou;ﬂnym
Tron were their shields. Tron were their lances. And when Motecuzoma heard all this, he was

Andﬂmcewhwhborcthemuponthnrbam much terrified. ltwau:ﬂfhcfnlnwdawty His
their deer [that is, horses], were as tall as roof ' heart saddened; his heart failed him,
terraces.

. bu&ﬁuflkm&nknufrd, whas were Motecusoma’s options for dealing with the Spanish threat?

very tall. They were nervous; they went about
panting, with tongues hanging out. They were
varicolored.

SouRce: Bemardino de Mﬂ-mmmmwmqhwqwmmumhmwmto
Anderson and Chasles K. Dibble. Salt Lake City: Ummﬂ(yofl!nhl‘ve-,ﬂso-lz.la'lm(hﬂldnn slightly modified.)

The Marginal Key Terms highlight events and con-
cepts as they appear within the narrative.
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A Chronology at the end of each chapter lists the CHRONOLOG
key dates and events of the chapter to provide an

easy overview.

Summaries: Each chapter ends with a clearly writ-
ten, paragraph-long summary to remind students
of the highlights they have just read. -

SuMMARY

After gaining independence from European colonial powers, the states of the western
hemisphere worked to build stable and prosperous societies. The independent Ameri-
can stares faced difficult challenges as they sought to construct viable societies on the
Enlightenment principles of frecdom, equality, and constitutional government. The
United States and Canada built large federal societies in North America, whereas a se-
ries of smaller states governed affairs in Latin America. Throughout the hemisphere
descendants of European settlers subdued indigenous American peoples and built soci-
eties dominated by Euro-American peoples, They established agricul i

exploited natural resources, and in some lands I hed p of i ializati

“They accepted streams of E and Asian mij who ibuted to American
cultural di All A lands experi d tensions arising from social, eco-
nomic, cultural, and cthnic diffe ich led ionally to violent civil conflict
and often to ldering d The making of independent

and gri
American socicties was not a smooth process, but it reflected the increasing interde-
pendence of all the world's peoples.

And, finally, For Further Reading provides an

Patricia Nelson Limerick. The Legacy of Conguest: The Unbroken

annotated list of references that students can
use for research assignments or their own study.

For FURTHER READING

Colin G. Calloway. First Peoples: A Dacumentary Sirvey of Ameri-
can Indian History. Boston, 1999. A finc text on native Amer-
ican history, written by a knowledgeable scholar in the fiekd.

Fernanda Henrigue Cardoso and Enzo Faletto, Dependency and
Development in Latin America. Berkeley, 1979. A sophisti-
cated treatment of economic development in Latin America.

William Cronon. Natsre's Mesropalis: Chicago and the Great Wess.
New York, 1991, A valuable study exploring the roic of Chicago
in the economic American west.

of an In-
dependent Women's Mawemsent in Americn, 1848-1869. Ithaca,
1984 Traces the risc and character of the U.S. women’s move-
ment in the nineteenth century.

Past of the American West. New York, 1987. A provocative
work exploring the influences of race, class, and gender in the
conguest of the American west.

Leon ¥. Litwack. Reen in the Storm So Long: The Aftermath of Slav-
#ry. New York, 1979. The best study. of the promises and per
il af life for freed slaves after the U.S. Civil War,

). R Miller. Skyscrapers Hide the Heavens: A History of Indian-White
Relations in Canada. Toronto, 1989. An important study of
Canadian policies toward indigenous peoples.

Walter Nugent. Crossings: The Great Transatlantic Migrations,
1870-1914. Bloomington, 1992, Provides an overview and
analysis of the mass migrations to North America in the nine
teenth and twenticth centurics.

Ronald Takaki. A Different Mirrar: A History of Multicultural
America. Boston, 1993, A spirited account of the contribu
tions made by peaples of European, African, Asian, and Na
tive American ancestry ta the modern American society.

Throughout the three editions of Traditions ¢ Encounters: A Global Perspective on
the Past, upon which this text is based, we have benefited from the feedback of in-
structors and students. Our approach to world history and the manner in which it
resonates in the text has been honed by classroom experiences that many others have
so generously shared with us. We hope the dialogue continues with the publication
of Traditions & Encounters: A Brief Global History and that our approach can con-
tinue to evolve. World history is a passion for all three of us, and we hope that our
texts help to instill in students today a lifelong appreciation for the field as well.

Jerry H. Bentley
Herbert F. Ziegler
Heather E. Streets
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