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It is a great pleasure for me to introduce
the new book written by my friend and colleague
Norio Kamiya. The book covers the important
topic of foundations of boundary element methods
and is well suited to engineers in Japan who
want to be introduced to the technique and its
applications. The text starts by pointing out
the characteristics of the three main engineering
methods of numerical analysis, i.e. finite
differences, finite elements and boundary elements
and continues by stressing the simplicity of
applying boundary elements. It is only after
the reader is fully aware of the rationale behind
the boundary element technique that Norio Kamiya
introduces the relevant theory which progresses
from simple linear elastic problems to more
complex cases,

This book is an important contribution to
the understanding of boundary element methods by
engineers and is to be recommended to those
who wish to become acquainted with the main
charrcteristics and advantages of the new technique.

Dr. Carlos Brebbia
Southampton
England.
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