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The Bible as Literature in the West

Leland RYKEN [USA]
Trans. LIANG Gong

Abstract: For twenty centuries, the Bible has been the
preeminent book in Western culture. The idea of the Bible as
literature begins with the Bible itself. We can look to the Bible
itself to see the nature of a literary book. The concept dates
from the Renaissance. During the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, the religious view of the Bible gradually waned, and
correspondingly the Bible was often regarded as a work of
literature only. The Bible remains the most frequently
referenced book in the 20" century. The academic study of the
Bible as literature begins at the start of that century. The
movement was energized by professors of English and American
literature who saw the potential in applying theories and
methods they often adopted in their literature courses to the
biblical studies.

Key words: the Bible as literature; nature of a literary

book ; biblical study

P T4 0K, R AE VY I U P IR R 2RI M. e
R ERMAH B A XA ALE, B R TR
fik . HB& K2 HAZTTI6 - BRIl 52 (George Lindbeck) W4 & Y
Mo AL - EL B R, X TFAR G B0 B GOIRSE A TR R AR F MR
R H PR BAKYE - BETH EFEN KRR EE.
XM E R WS MHTEBE T XL E 4



YEAXFMER"ETRT

75 o X B2 S RN AR ASAE , LLEPE J5 302 R VR 24 A
RN ZLE XA HRE - P h T4 B 2 58, 4 Ok B Ol A
T 8 T 5 HL A 57 B 28 SCRR L BRI T R B S  T
AR AEAR L —FR T S, A DAL A AR DL SE TR R A B . BOKE
TR R IR S, B SRV b SO A SR XA A B B st @, 3
W R BUE R AE TREREFHX TAENCFEREZLTH

“Mh SR R T ISR R IR
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HEGHENCHWANELITE M THACERYE —FT 2
L EIE AR E R A R s e Rl A S DR A 2
3, XL R IE S WAT T H R S0 B S0 2R R
— 2. Blan, i B R S AR R 3 8RR R AT B
wEEFBIRFE/NSFCHRA)TEBERERLMBE Z 4, KA
RAHMGENHHEL SHEFEREZRERLR (ABRE)IE T
FB RO MESE 1T L 1 A B R TR SR, LA = AR TR A R AR A
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Bt LA AU 22 227 By il BE R BUR Hh B AR — 3RS0 2 AE i 72
o ZXRMILFE—TEE TICHFEIT, 8 T R4 BRI A 5
i SCAS B 1A b B 2 205 O SO A (B E B ) I FE# 15 LA

[©) George Lindbeck, “The Church’ s Mission to a Postmodern Culture” , in
Postmodern Theology: Christian Faith in a Pluralist World. Ed. Frederic B.
Burnham, Harper and Row, 1989, 37-55.
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HAER i s, T 5 B K T - 3515 ( David Norton ) B 9 5 45 2 V5 S 30210 %
£ #1) (A History of the Bible as Literature, Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1993),
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PR F R AL T K K SR E BB . David Jeffrey, ed., A Dictionary of
Biblical Tradition in English Literature. Grand Rapids: Willliam B.
Eerdmans, 1992, LA } Rebecca Lemon et al, eds., The Blackwell Companion
to the Bible in English Literature. Chicester, UK, 2009. #1734 % , n]
% W, Leland Ryken, The Legacy of the King James Bible. Wheaton, IL:
Crossway, 2011
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(D Naseeb Shaheen, Biblical References in Shakespeare’ s Plays. Newark:University
of Delaware, 1999.

@ William Riley Parker,Milton:A Biography. Oxford:Oxford University Press,
1968,1:10.
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BT B Bk R AL st i, PR NN — N X R g A,
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AR EEMARRE., AFTEEL D, ZLEFRR Mt A
CIEE.” @

5 XEEMNEREHLAEDIZE XL LIFITHER, 2 X
R F B R E B AR IR R 8K Rl — s AT
B EAE . % E 3 A8 )8 (Sir Philip Sidney) 5 1} T % 19 S0 2%
1 EVECGRFHAE) (An Apology for Poetry) , N L3478, H F &g
RZ—MERARGHRE—-MICFBRE . R PR EERF, X
LTS TR 5 At 3 51 25 HR 6K A HE W, 3R B E AT B S
FH R A R

TEHE ok A 22 , 29 8y - SRR — 2L BN T AT g N 332
IR ZEARXG IR MU FEFH., WEHBCSCEE(BSE

(D Chana Bloch, Spelling the Word: George Herbert and the Bible. Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1985, 1.

@ (KB R)B AR MR A B 4 K2 R # (Oxford University Press, 2"
edition 1960; ed. Roger Sharrock) th bt , /& 7 5111 51t X 4 25| fY 22 R 4 4
ARG,

@ John Green, Short History of the English People; ¥ 5| 1 Norton,A History of
the Bible as Literature, 1:307.
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Rl ) “ A AUk Ho A 320 B [ = & i & , 1 B 78 BOIE QB
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ZRFIRE C A AR & PR R LR 6
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RIS ESD, TP EENRRHBZ 1914 FEnt
MR8 = A, R TIEER FREXSEZELENXER,H
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HEEHGMRERERL B TFREEMRE FXERNS, F—
HFREAREAAAE . AT R Eof 22 20— 38 SC2E AR &b, T (o] sk
HAE LR =B85

EPFRIRE T UAERX XL B T AT X288
WA, gk A R E X HAER ., EA Y REXLENIER T,
A 4 W M Z — B B - A 3 58 (William Blake) o fthiji , 24
BRI Z ARG (the great code of art, (P B FLY) . 3% R H| 7
B R EMER, L E RS m SR
ik ELE AL BTGB THEE XL BRI FZARNAR
JRH T — L R MR IO E R B K A s i IR KRR N X & rh
R, XL R EIE". A3 5E i — 0L [ B AFR M
CERENEEESEFEEY., — 0 & R (i 3K 7 % R ) (Blake
Records) A SCIF R, 24 AL R RS CEE. @

AT B BB A4 - 18 7 (Robert Lowth) 8952 Wi |, i 2 4

® XPLIEET| H Norton,A History of the Bible as Literature,2:147 .,
@ Norton,A History of the Bible as Literature ,2:146.
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BT T EZ W . e R (A 10k & 7 ) B9 SCERTE 38 78 A (A R TF
WAL i — MR EE. CHEERR MRR T X
ZEF WA X FATIRMHE R, LR EREXZETFANE M E
W E B KT R AR AR RS — SRR A 3C
RV IREAE

[ 7R 18 R AR # 8 A (Samuel Taylor Coleridge) 5% T
XFELEWE. AEmEEHERL - ERERAS . 5T -5
P CRAIRTE) (Table Talk) CEW+ ERA), CHARAZ L
JRA Jife TR, Kb — A5 TitE, PEEREXFBIFREN
R AT ENE AR R Z A HA E AR R MR R I A
BRI AT R HE S —Ab b LA B R R B F
AT AT 35 1, B L b 0 1T O b AR B0 R g 27 @

REFEXHENELEDED T AT LU SCF i F R A E
iR . VBN — R EE, XA AIFRER R, X480
5 — b f B3 A0 A AR B, LR R AT 0 [R) TR 18 32 SRR
HARMBE . 2R FEEMBLR I 82T LAVCE R, i
W8 £ LH B, B, IREELFBRSEH MMIEXE
PR T .

TR T XX SRR S EAKEN R IRE E AER S
hRAL A B E LM . JodE 56 E /D U5 E R (1804—1864) .
KXTERWMZIC(ES L EFEAYINE W, FE/K 24 (James T.

(D  Daniel M. McVeigh, “Coleridge’ s Bible:Praxis and the ‘1" in Scripture and
Poetry” , Renascence 49 (1997):191.

2 Norton,A History of the Bible as Literature,2:159.

(3 Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Confessions of an Inquiring Spirit. Stanford:Stanford
University Press, 1967,43; and Notebooks, ¥% 5| H David Norton, A History of
the Bible as Literature. Cambridge:Cambridge University Press,1993,2:163
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