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PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

4
This book is fundamentally a work of textual reconstruction. It seeks to establish an accu}
rate text of the Babylonian Gilgames for use as a tool in the study of ancient Mesopotamiag
literature and thought. I have not brought to it the fashionable methodologies of modern lit-
erary criticism; that is for others to do. The research that underpins the editions of texts
given in the following pages has already generated a translation published three years ago in
Penguin Classics. That rendering was aimed at a non-specialist audience and concessions
were made in the interests of readability. The translation that accompanies the editions
offered below is for Assyriologists and scholars in related fields. Consequently it is in many
places less fluent but I hope it is also more exact.

The volume is the culmination of more than sixteen years’ personal labour, but it builds
on the engagement of others with the text of the epic over a much longer period. Professor
W. G. Lambert has been a ceaseless searcher after Gilgames$ for dlmost fifty years. In the
1960s, especially, his publication of tablets from Babylon and Nineveh greatly added to our
knowledge of the text and fuelled his intentions of writing a new edition to réplace the obso-
lete book by R. Campbell Thompson. Dr I. L. Finkel’s appointment to the staff of the British
Museum in 1979 produced another spate of discoveries, which led to a tacit agreement with
Lambert to edit the whole poem in partnership. When I arrived in London in 1985, looking
for a new research topic, Lambert very generously invited me to join their effort, first by
copying the Kuyunjik tablets and subsequently by beginning to write the editions. Both
Lambert and Finkel placed at my disposal material they had already produced.

Lambert furnished me with his unpublished copies of the Old Babylonian tablet now
split between Berlin and London (OB VA + BM), the two tablets from Tell Harmal (OB
Harmal,_,), the Middle Babylonian tablet from Ur, since published (MB Ur), Assyrian
MS x, and six sources of the Standard Babylonian epic (SB MSS a,_,, ¢,, d, d2, wy_and z).
During the course of my work he drew my attention to still more manuscripts that he
had identified (Assyrian MS z and SB MSS E,, V., Z,, EE, i, s, t and v, as well as parts of Fy,
W, P and d;). He also provided me with his personal transliterations of OB Harmal, and
MB Ur.

Finkel made available to me several more sources of the Standard Babylonian epic that he
discovered in the British Museum (SB MSS e, k, m,, p, the larger parts of ¢ and h and, at the
last moment, a new piece of n), and also passed to me his copies of two stray fragments from
Emar (MB Emar, b and c). Though other commitments prevented Lambert and Finkel
from contributing more than these materials, nevertheless the debt that the work owes to
both is very considerable. To them both { express especial gratitude.

Others, too, have been kind enough to contribute primary materials. Professor Aage
Westenholz allowed me use of his copies of the Pennsylvania tablet (OB II), a second piece
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in Philadelphia (OB UM), the tablet from Nérebtum (OB Ishchali), and Middle
Babylonian fragments from Ur, Nippur and Megiddo (MB Ur, MB Nippur;, MB
Megiddo), most of which have since been published in Studies Lambert. Professor Aaron
Shaffer granted me use of his unpublished copy of the Yale tablet (OB III). Professor Egbert
von Weiher allowed me access to his copies of three fragments from Uruk, well before their
appearance in Uruk IV (SB MSS aa, cc and ee), and sent me unpublished photographs of
two of them. Likewise Father Werner R. Mayer passed to me photocopies of J. van Dijk’s
copies of two pieces from Babylon in advance of their publication in VA4S XXIV (SB MSS
x and y), and Professor Stefan M. Maul made available to me photographs and copies of
several tablets from AsSur before their publication in MDOG (Assyrian MS y,_,, SB MSS
¢ and ¢;). Professor NiekVeldhuis sent me his copies of Middle Babylonian exercises later
published in BiOr 56 and JCS 52 (MB Nippur,_). Professor J. N. Postgate led me to the
fragment here booked as SB MSW,. DrT. Kwasman shared with me his discovery of Rm
956, now part of SB MS d,. Takayoshi Oshima sent me his copy of MB Megiddo.

Several scholars have generously allowed me to use drafts of unpublished articles. Pro-
fessor Jacob Klein sent me his forthcoming study of Gilgames’s oppression of Uruk. Pro-
fessor Michael Schwartz forwarded to me on request a paper on Gilgames in Arabic magic.
Professor W. G. Lambert furnished me with a draft of his treatment of an incantation in
which Gilgame$ appears as an underworld god, and with his edition of a fragment of
Atra-hasis now in the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York. Professor Gonzalo Rubio
made available to me two papers on Sumerian literary fragments of the Ur III period.
Dr Douglas R. Frayne sent me a draft manuscript on the Sumerian Gilgames.

Many scholars have contributed in other ways. The late Professor O. R. Gurney sent me
an unpublished photograph of the Sultantepe tablet, SB MS f. Professor W. G. Lambert col-
lated several signs on the same tablet during a visit to Ankara and passed to me prints of old
photographs of George Smith’s flood tablets (SB MSS C, ], and W,). He also provided me
with Edward Chiera’s unpublished collations of the Pennsylvania tablet, as entered in the
margins of Chiera’s copy of PBS X/3 and photocopied by David 1. Owen. Professor Erle
Leichty supplied me with prints of photographs of the Pennsylvania tablet (OB II).
Dr Laith M. Hussein passed on prints of photographs of the more poorly preserved tablet
from Tell Harmal (OB Harmal,). Dr Eleanor Robson took and transmitted to me digital
photographs of a Nimrud tablet in Baghdad (Assyrian MS z). Mr Daniel A. Nevez per-
formed the same task in regard to a cast held by the Oriental Institute of the University of
Chicago (MB Nippur,). Dr Rene Kovacs provided me with digital photographs of one of
the tablets in the Scheyen Collection (OB Scheyen,). She and Professor Jens Braarvig, in
charge of the collection’s publication, expedited my visit to the collection. Professor Miguel
Civil sent me a photograph of the Scheyen collection’s Sumerian fragments utilized in
Chapter 12. DrTallay Ornan of the Israel Museum provided me with a photograph of the
terracotta published in fig. 14 and drew my attention to the existence of a similar object in
the Iraq Museum. Professor Aaron Shaffer gave me a copy of Haupt’s Nimrodepos. Profes-
sor Stephen J. Tinney and Kevin Danti answered several requests for collation and other
information relating to the Babylonian Section, University Museum, Philadelphia. Other
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colleagues who responded to queries were Dr Jeanette Fincke, Professor Robert Englund,
Professor Manfred Krebernik, Professor Klaas R. Veenhof, Professor Alfonso Archi, M.
Dominique Charpin, Dr Graham Cunningham, Dr Heather Baker, Dr John Merkel, Pro-
fessor Miguel Civil, Professor Pietro Mander, Professor Karl Hecker, Professor Richard
L. Zettler, DrYuval Goren, DrWayne Horowitz, M. ].-Cl. Margueron, M. Yves Calvet, Mr
Terence Mitchell, Dr Stephanie Dalley and Mme Florence Malbran-Labat. ¥

In the course of writing this book I have benefited hugely from the advice of those wit
more experience of Gilgames than 1. Most of the text of the epic was read in seminar withf
Professor J. D. Hawkins and Professor M. J. Geller between 1985 and 1991. The first draft

 of the text editions that make up Chapters 5, 6 and 11 was read by Professor Aage

Westenholz between 1988 and 1994. The edition of SB Tablet I was read by the late Pro-
fessor Thorkild Jacobsen in 1991. A large part of the whole book was read by Professor
W. G. Lambertin 1998-9.The composite edition of the Standard Babylonian epic in Chap-
ter 11 is derived from synoptic (‘score’) transliterations of all twelve tablets prepared at the
outset of the project. In 1998 these transliterations were checked against the cuneiform
copies by Mrs Janet Politi. It is hoped that eventually they will be posted in electronic form
on an internet site. All these exercises led to very welcome improvements in my under-
standing of the text of the epic. '

For the first time since Haupt’s Nimrodepos the individual cuneiform text of every avail-
able piece of the Babylonian Gilgames is given in the plates. The copies are largely from my
hand, and all but one prepared from first-hand study of the original tablet, but I did not find
it necessary to make new copies of everything. Those Late Babylonian sources published by
Lambert in CT 46 and not recopied since are reproduced here. So too are Finkel’s copy of
SB MS q, originally published in AfO 29-30, vonWeiher’s copy of SB MS ¢e from Uruk IV,
Maul’s copies of the tablets from A8ur in recent issues of MDOG and Oshima’s copy of MB
Megiddo. In addition I have been glad to include Lambert’s previously unpublished copies
of OB VA + BM, OB Harmal,, SB ¢; and w,_, and Finkel’s unpublished copies of all the
fragments identified by him.

It is a pleasure to record my gratitude to the authorities of the many museums visited
during the course of the writing of this book, to their trustees, directors and curators for
permission to study and publish objects held in their keeping and to individual members of
staff for assistance kindly given during my visits: the Trustees of the British Museum, Mr
Terence Mitchell and Dr John Curtis, successive Keepers of the Department of the Ancient
Near East (formerly Western Asiatic Antiquities), Mr C. B. E Walker and Dr I. L. Finkel;
Dr L. Jakob-Rost, Dr E. Klengel-Brandt and Dr Beate Salje, successive Directors of
the Vorderasiatisches Museum in Berlin, and Dr J. Mariahn, curator of cuneiform tablets;
Professors J. A. Brinkman and W. Farber, successive curators of the tablet collections of the
Oriental Institute Museum, the University of Chicago, Messrs John Nolan and Jonathan
Tenney, assistant curators, and Mr John A. Larsen, museum archivist; Professors Ake W.
Sjoberg, Erle Leichty and Stephen J. Tinney, curators of the Babylonian Section of the
University Museum, Philadelphia; Professors W.W. Hallo and Benjamin R. Foster, curators
of the Babylonian Collection, the Sterling Memorial Library, Yale University, and Dr Ulla
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Kasten; the authorites of the Ashmolean Museum and Dr Helen Whitehouse, Assistant
Keeper, Department of Antiquities; DrVeysel Donbaz and Dr FatmaYildiz, curators of the
Museum of the Ancient Orient, the Archaeological Museum, Istanbul; the Director and
staff of the Museum of Anatolian Civilizations, Ankara; the curator of the Site Museum,
Bogazkale, and Mr Peter Neve of the German archaeological expedition; the authorities of
the Israel Museum, Jerusalem, and Dr Osnat Misch-Brandl, Curator of the Chalcolithic and
Bronze Ages; Professor Sultan Mohesen and Dr Abdal Razzaq Moaz, successive Directors-
General of Antiquities, the Ministry of Culture, Damascus, Dr Waheed Khayata, Director
of the Natonal Museum, Aleppo, and Dr Nasr Sharaf, curator of cuneiform tablets;
Dr Muayyad Sa‘id Damerji, formerly Director-General of Antiquities, Ministry of Culture,
Baghdad, Dr Rabi‘ al-Qaisi, successive Directors of the Iraq Museumn, Dr Bahija Khalil
Isma‘el and Dr Nawala al-Mutawalli, successive heads of the cuneiform section, Dr Donny
GeorgeYoukhanna and Dr Ahmed Kamil Mohammed; Mr Martin Scheyen, proprietor of
the Scheyen Collection, Norway, and Mrs Elizabeth Serenssen, librarian.

For consenting to the reproduction of printed materials over which they have rights,
acknowledgements are due to the Trustees of the British Museum, the editors and publish~
ers of Archip fiir Orientforschung, the Deutsches Archdologisches Instimit Abteilung
Baghdad and its director, Professor R. M. Boehmer, the Deutsche Orient-Gesellschaft and
its secretary, Professor H. Freydank, and the Cuneiform in the Land of Israel project of the

-Hebrew University, Jerusalem, and its director, Dr Wayne Horowitz.

Finally I record my debt to those institutions and funding bodies that have contributed
monies to enable me to study at first hand so many different sources in so many different
countries: the British Academy, for awards in support of visits to the Vorderasiatisches
Museum, Berlin, in March 1987, the Iraq Museum, Baghdad, in April 1987, the Archaeo-
logical Museum, Istanbul, in September 1991, the Museum of Anatolian Civilizations,
Ankara, in September 1992, the Oriental Institute Museum, Chicago, in September 1997,
and the University Museum, Philadelphia, in June 2001; the School of Oriental and African
Studies, University of London, for awards in support of study in the Vorderasiatisches
Museum, Berlin, in September 1988 and May 1993, the Museum of Anatolian Civiliza-
tions, Ankara, in September 1992, the Yale Babylonian Collection, New Haven, Conn., in
September 1996, the Oriental Institute, Chicago, in September 1997, the Irag Museum,
Baghdad, in'the Septembers of 1998 and 1999, and the Scheyen Collection, Spikkestad, in
July 2001; and finally the British School of Archaeology in Irag, for grants in aid of study in
the Iraq Museum, Baghdad, and the National Museum, Aleppo, in September to October
1999 and March 2001.

In Baghdad I enjoyed in 1987 and 1989 the hospitality of the British Archaeological
Expedition under successive directors, DrJ. A. Black and Dr Roger Matthews, and with the
help of Dr Graham Philip. In Turkey in 1992 I had the use of the facilities of the British
Institute of Archaeology at Ankara. Travel ro Berlin in May 1993, March 1998 and Decem-
ber 2000 was expedited by the Freie Universitit Berlin, and a visit to Philadelphia in
September 1996 by the Kevorkian Fund of the University of Pennsylvania. Longer periods
of leave abroad that greatly expedited my research and writing were spent in Iraq and the
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United States of America in January to August 1989, funded by the School of Oriental and
African Studies, and in Germany in October to December 2000, made possible by a Visit-
ing Professorship at the Seminar fiir Sprachen und Kulturen des Vorderen Orients,
Ruprecht-Karls-Universitit Heidelberg, by kind invitation of Professor Stefan M. Maul.
Research leave spent in the United Kingdom was underwritten by the School of Oriental
and African Studies in January to March 1996 and September 1o December 1999, and by
the Arts and Humanities Research Board in January to March 2001. }

To those named in the preceding paragraphs, insttutions and individuals, as well as tg
those whose names should have appeared but were omitted by oversight, go my heartfelt
thanks. All of them have helped in one way or another to make this book. None of them is
responsible for those errors of fact and opinion that surely lurk within.

The inception of my labour on Gilgame3 coincided with the appearance of an extraordi-
nary spoof article in the Newue Ziircher Zeitung of 4 October 1985 (Michael Kiriiger, ‘Das 12.
Buch: Entdeckungen der Gilgamesch-Forschung’, brought to my attention by Professor
Aaron Shaffer), which reported a loan by the Iraqg Museum to the University of ‘Washington
of ‘13 Tontafeln mit bisher unbekannten Texten aus dem Umfeld der Gilgamesch-
Legende’, and described the astonishing ‘discovery’, made on the basis of the supposed new
material, that the epic’s original ending had the god of the heavens, Anu, make Gilgames
immortal as his son and substitute. The following years produced surprises but nothing to
match that either in boldness or in invention.

More solid developments greeted the closing stages of the book’s preparation, with the
discovery of the important early Neo-Assyrian fragments in Berlin and the exciting Old
Babylonian pieces in Norway. Indeed, the spate of new sources for the epic—more recently
a flood—shows no sign of drying up. On this account this book does not quite succeed in its
objective, to bring together in one place all the currently extant sources of the Babylonian
Gilgames. Already another manuscript from A§ur is known, a source for SB Tablet I that
Professor Stefan M. Maul discovered too late for inclusion here. A more intriguing tablet of
Gilgames is reported to have been unearthed in 1994 in the Late Bronze Age house of
Urtenu at Ugarit. Enquiries about this text met with no reply, but I understand that
M. Daniel Arnaud of the Sorbonne will publish it in due course. Other sources will surely
follow.

A.R. George
London
26 April 2002
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