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“When I had done with my priests, I took to reading by myself, for which I had
a very great eagerness and enthusiasm, especially for poetry : and in a few years [
had dipped into a great numbzr of the English, French, Italian, Latin, and Greek
poets. This I did without any design but that of pleasing myself; and got the
languages by hunting after the stories in the several poets I read, rather than read
the books to get the languages. I followed everywhere as my fancy led me, and
was like a boy gathering flowers in th: fields and woods, just as they fall in his
way. These five ot six years I still look upon as the happiest patt of my life.
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I was not so happy as to know him: Virgilium tantum vidi.
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“I began writing verses of my own invention further back than I can remember.”
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Whose honours with increase of ages grow,

As streams roll down, enlarging as they flow.
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As man’s M=zanders to the vital spring

Roll all their tides; then back their circles bring,
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