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Introduction
This book series consists of four textbooks and workbooks in two levels:
Textbook Workbook
‘Beginner 1 ‘ Beginner 1
Beginner 2 _____ Beginner2
7z Ihtennediate 1 Intermediate 1 o T -
Intermediate 2 Intermediate 2 i

Each textbook is combined with its workbook into a single book. This
series is designed mainly for middle and high school students who study
Chinese as a second or foreign language. The beginner books can be used as
supplementary materials for first-year Chinese at the collegiate level. Also, the
intermediate books can be used in a college Chinese conversation or culture
course.

In a middle or high school, the beginner books are suitable for use in
first-year Chinese while the intermediate books are suitable for use in
second-year Chinese. However, teachers need to make their own judgment,
taking into consideration the class time period, how the books are used, and
the ability of learners. The design of this book series uses the communicative
language learning and teaching approaches as the guide. The series focuses on
the effectiveness of communication rather than the practice of grammatical
patterns. The goal is to assist learners in successfully communicating with
others in the target language, Mandarin Chinese, in both oral and written
forms. The topic of each lesson was carefully selected based on survey results
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of approximately 100 American middle and high school students’ most
desirable Chinese textbook topics.

Structure of the Textbook

Except Lesson 1, which introduces the phonetic system, pinyin, and
Lesson 2, which discusses the Chinese writing system, each lesson consists of
the following sections:

Communicative Tasks: This section identifies structures learners will
study in the lesson and be able to apply in daily life after learning the lesson.

Warm-up Discussion Questions: The warm-up questions are used to learn
how much background knowledge learners may have in regard to the lesson
topic. It is used as a way to connect with learners' own experiences and help
instructors decide how much time should be spent building on learners’
background knowledge for the lesson. Although the questions are in English,
teachers can encourage students to try to use the target language to
communicate if they have enough background knowledge and are familiar
with the topic. -

Vocabulary: The vocabulary chart in the Vocabulary section illustrates

" the vocabulary words used in the lesson texts in the Scenarios section. The
vocabulary words are shown in both simplified and traditional Chinese
characters. In addition, the pinyin of the words and examples of how to use the
words are included in the chart.

Supplementary Vocabulary: The vocabulary chart in the Supplementary
Vocabulary section includes vocabulary words used in the Oral and Literacy
Communication Activities sections. The number of vocabulary in each lesson
is not purposely controlled. Teachers can decide how to learn the
supplementary vocabulary depending on the learners’ language level.

Communicative Tasks: This section lists the main structures used in the
Scenarios section. The traditional grammar methods are not used to introduce
the structures. Instead, the communicative goal of each structure is identified,
exaniples of how to use the structures are given, and learners are asked to try
out the structures with classmates.

Scenarios: The Scenarios section contains the main texts of the lesson.
Each scenario in the section provides examples of how the structures and



vocabulary words introduced in the previous sections can be used in a
particular context. A competent speaker is expected to know what to say to
others appropriately in any situation. Hence, showing how the structures are
used in different scenarios helps develop learners’ target language knowledge
and communicative competence.

Oral Communication Activities: This section provides learners
opportunities to try out the newly learned language knowledge with a focus on
oral skills. Drawing upon the principle of Communicative Language Learning,
the oral activities in this section are designed as communicative tasks in which
certain scenarios are created in order for students to work collaboratively to
interact in the target language with the focus on meaning rather than form.
Compared to activities which emphasize drills or memorizing vocabulary and
structures, the communicative activities in this textbook can more effectively
help learners use the target language appropriately in real life situations.

Literacy Communication Activities: This section adopts the same activity
design principle mentioned in the previous section except that this section
focuses on the practice of reading and writing.

Discussion: This section introduces aspects of Chinese culture. The topic
varies in each lesson, but is closely related to the lesson topic. The discussion
questions listed in this section provide instructors a starting point for a cultural
discussion with their learners to help them gain cultural knowledge of the
target language.

Structure of the Workbook

Except Lesson 1, which contains exercises of the pinyin system, and
Lesson 2, which has exercises of the knowledge of Chinese characters, each
lesson consists of the following sections: Listening Exercise, Speaking
Exercise, Reading Exercise, Writing Exercise, and Communicative Exercise.
Each of the first four exercises focuses on one of the four language skills while
the last exercise provides practice of a combination of language skills.

Notes to Teachers
Teachers who use this book series should keep in mind that second
language acquisition develops through communicative tasks. In other words,
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students learn through class activities which are similar to real-life situations,
such as group discussions, real-life simulations, and role-play, all of which this
book series advocates and provides. When learners carry out the activities,
teachers should work as facilitators to support language development while
their students move progressively to independent learners.
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How) Did] Vour Summer, Vacation Go?

kIS IC ommunicationiliasks:

1. Did you have a great summer vacation? What did you do in the summer? Did you
*go to a summer camp? Did you visit your relatives?

2. Do you have questions about the Chinese language? Do you know how to ask a
language question in Chinese?

3. What do you usually do before and after class?
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yixié

gingjiae

hai

yisi

zuihou

riji

kaixuéri

gian

lido tian"

mei

xia ke

hou

kaixin

zdici

jiandao

some

to ask

still
meaning
final; last‘
diary

school start
date

before

every

class
dismissed

after

happy

again

to see (people)

num.

pron.

adj.

AA—ERXFRLE,
(There are some Chinese
characters 1 don’ t know
how to write.)

KT AT Ak — 9 M
vl ? (May I ask you some
questions?)
REA—AFM, (still
have a question.)
"HREFT RS A ER?
(What does "ni hao" mean?)
XEARGRE—AFIM,
(This is my last question.)
KEXB B, (like to
write in my diary.)
SCRREFRFF B,
(Today is the school start
date.)

ERFAEKBTRERF,
(Before going to class, I
wrote a lot of Chinese
characters.)

L BRAT R KA A A A
X , (Before going to class,
I chatted with my friends.)
HFANFBARTFIRAT
(Everybody’s summer
vacation went well.)

TiRERHBEIEE L3k
X Fr# . (After class I
taught my friends how to
ballroom dance.)

H AT AT S, (We are
all very happy.)

BB BRI P AR
#% ! (I am happy to travel
in China again!)

o R BARE S F R ILE) K
A A A ! (I am very
happy to see my friends
again!)
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1] 47 S wE B (Parts il
(Simplified) (Traditional) (Pinyin) (Definition) of (Examples)
\ speech)
1LIB&i %Wl Jitjinshan  San Francisco  p.n. il &.‘h s e
i P went to San Francisco.)
AMEET 2R T,
2. XMW EE b A Shéngdiydgé San Diego pn.  (We also went to San
. Diego.)
‘ ‘ i B A AL AN, (Los
3. 2L B Luoshanii Los Angeles p.n. Angeles'is i Califbrmis )
Simplified Traditional Pinyln . e R A
1. &4 pLyes héi hato ~ notbad
2. B RR ‘ BEER md&mahaha 50 so (adj.)
3.AKE - AKX bu tai hdo not good
4. BAEF IRANGF h&n bu hdo very bad

Alionwent

Question: R F BT 4FE& 4 H? (How did your summer vacation go?)

Answer: & 2B /F » (My summer vacation went )
Elaborated Answer: # & /Bi$ 4% o & @

(My summer vacation went .1 J)
Note:

Listed below are words you can use to describe how something went

very well well OK S0-50 nottoo well |©  poorly

REF AE w A R ARG | R




Question: 4% FRTFFE 2 H#72
(How did your summer vacation go?)
Answer 1: & F/Rit 451k 4F, (My summer vacation went very well.)
Answer 2: % &8 %=, (I had a busy summer vacation.)
Answer 3: & F1Ri34F £44, (My summer vacation went well.)
Elaborated Answer: # FBREFREF, KT A K Thk Sk X Fo R P

(My summer vacation went very well. I went to California to

see my aunt, uncle, and cousin.)

Practice: Ask your classmates how their summer vacation went.

Asking how one did a

.

Question: & A4 & 24?7 (How did you do at work?)

Answer 1: & THE4#/% o (Idid at work.)
Elaborated Answer: 2% 8 £ & 5.3, 5
(My manager said that I J)

= Question : 4k TAEHAFE A 47 (How did you do at work?)
Answer 1: & TAE#IFi£4F, (I did OK at work.)
Elaborated Answer: % 89 £ & HL& MAF 14T,
(My manager said that I did very well.)
Practice: Do any of your classmates work part-time? Ask them how they did at work.

Using the verb“# as an example
RET__ o (Ilearned )

KFTMREA L, (leamned a lot of skills.)
KFTEL%KE, (Ilearned how to play the flute.)
Practice: What skills have you learned recently? Tell your class.

@ Asking if one can teach | ‘ i skill
Question: 1R T AHKEATE 4 o9
(Can you teach us how to ?)




