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Overview of Exhibitions

Historical Background

Exhibitions are not a recent invention. They date back to the times when
large-scale markets were regularly held in cities which, because they were located
at major route intersections, attracted visitors and brought prosperity. Crowds of
people, some of whom had travelled great distances, would visit these markets,
stay at the site, and exchange a wide variety of articles. These events thus
provided a forum for expressing and evaluating ideas and for demonstrating and
comparing skills.

Through these gatherings a highly beneficial atmosphere of mutual
understanding and fellowship developed between people of different nations and
often conflicting cultures. Buyers and sellers would flock to the cities of Lyons,
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Frankfurt and Leipzig in particular from all over medieval Europe.

The commercial transactions of long ago thus paved the way for the
international exhibitions of today, which play an educational role and are
instrumental in promoting understanding in the world.

The first universal and international exhibition in the modern sense of the
term took place in 1851 in London, capital of England, the world’s leading
industrial power, which with its vast empire had profited handsomely from free
trade and the prosperity of the Victorian era. The exhibition was an
overwhelming success.

Every nation was invited to contribute to the exhibition, which constituted an
inventory of all branches of human endeavour. Paris took over and organised
brilliant exhibitions in 1867, 1878, 1889 and 1900. Soon other large centres
were also eager to welcome craftsmen and manufacturers from all over the world,
and among the most successful international exhibitions were those held. in
Vienna, Amsterdam, Brussels, Barcelona, St. Louis, Turin and Philadelphia.

These events inevitably gave rise to numerous conflicts of interest and were
often characterised by very poor organisation. This state of confusion caused the
participating governments serious problems and, as a result they felt the need to
establish regulations to prevent the proliferation of exhibitions and provide
participants with certain guarantees. As interest and experience in exhibitions
grew it became apparent that the various parties had to be brought together and
their differences aired in an attempt to solve common problems.

An international agreement seemed necessary. Paris had been calling for one
since 1907. In 1912 the German government took the initiative and called
interested governments together in order to work out the basis for an agreement.

It was the Berlin Diplomatic Conference that established the basis for an
international convention governing international exhibitions. However, the
diplomatic decision that resulted could not be ratified because of the War of
1914.

The governments took up the matter again in 1920, but it was not until
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November 22, 1928, at another conference in Paris, that delegates of thirty-one
countries signed the first convention governing, in a constructive manner, the
organisation of international exhibitions.

The International Convention of 1928 brought order to the world exhibitions’
situation by regulating their frequency and outlining the rights and obligations of
the exhibitors and organisers. At the same time the International Exhibitions
Bureau' was created in order to ensure compliance with the provisions of the
Convention. |

In view of the precedents that had been set during the International
Exhibitions Bureau’s forty years of existence and also in view of new economic
data ( faster rate of progress, decreased travel time, and the appearance of new
countries on the world scene) , a thorough revision of the 1928 Convention was
necessary.

This revision -was undertaken in 1965 and resulted in the signing of the
Protocol of November 30, 1972, which has since governed the organisation of
international exhibitions.

Types of Exhibitions

There are several types of exhibitions. They can be classified as:

Major general exhibitions

Such exhibitions exhibit all types of consumer and industrial goods. They
are open to public. The audience can be regional, national or international.
When exhibiting in this fair it is difficult to attract worthwhile target visitors,
although the audience is huge.

Major specialized exhibitions

This type of exhibition specialized in terms of industry and trade, for
example, the leather sector, the handicraft sector, the textile sector, the wood
sector etc. However, the degree of specialization varies. They are primarily for
business visitors mainly from various levels of trade and industry. It attracts large
number of businessmen specifically concerned with the show’s area of



Li\Aii&

4 Unit 1 Overview of Exhibitions

specialization. The exhibitor can be sure that a large number portion of business
people will be at the exhibition. For new entries, they can offer the best
opportunity to find big buyers, distributors and retailers.

Consumer exhibitions

These are general exhibitions in terms of products shown and audience
interest. The primary visitors are the public who may come from the immediate
area. However, some ° consumer exhibitions’ specialize in food products,
beverages, shoes etc. This type of exhibition is more appropriate for already
established business with distributors and identified products, which are already
in retail shops.

F.xhibitions in change

World’s exhibitions have excited and inspired millions of people around the
world by expressing the hopes and desires of their times. Perhaps unwittingly,
they also provide a fascinating glimpse into the realities of those same times.

Ever since the first world’s fair in London in 1851, the goals of world’s fairs
have been both high-minded as well as commercial. They also allow people to
explore the world outside of their everyday experience — outside cultures, new
scientific advancements, and new inventions.

As times change, world expositions have changed to fit those times. They
continue to reflect both the commercial needs of their times while presenting the
ideals, hopes, and aspirations of people even as those evolve.

One of the primary goals of world’s exhibitions is to entertain

Both the amusement zones and pavilions in world’s exhibitions have evolved
over time. As people have more and more entertainment options, world
expositions have continued to find new ways to provide information and
inspiration in new ways.

We believe that world expositions are changing and will continue to change
with the times. There will always be new ways to inspire, new ways to
enlighten, new ways to entertain. We also can’t discount the attraction of
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experiencing something new as part of a group, a community.
World’s fairs are still important

They are related to both the Olympics and the United Nations in many
ways, but world’s exhibitions are unique in that the everyday person can
experience them firsthand, not just athletes or politicians. Anyone can enter
that expo site and feel a part of something new, feel a part of the world
community, feel what potential man has for doing good in the world.

Perhaps that should be the mission of world expositions now — to make us
even the slightest bit less cynical about the world and to let us feel we are a part
of that world — and you can rarely experience that from your television or
computer. ‘

Glossary
date back & #
intersection n. TFED,XXH
handsomely adv. F B3, T WH
overwhelming adj. $ A THE, LEHREH
endeavour v. &4 ,% A
giverise to n. F&,#H K
proliferation n. ¥ #(,3¥%7%
air v. R&,EF
take the initiative v. RBEFH,K L
. ratify v, AT
. constructive adj. HEEMEH
. compliance n. JRM,3F, A
. in view of #EE KT
. undertake v. A, BE,AKEF
. protocol n. X
. specialize in K F,F %K
. unwittingly adv. FaiEd, LEM
. high-minded adj. HRW,EEAHH
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19. aspiration n. OF,BY

20. pavilion n. E%E

21. obsolete adj. TBHY,EILEY
22. exhaust v. FR,#EAR

23. cynical adj. HEAW

Notes
International Exhibitions Bureau: [F /& ¥ B, (1% The Bureau International des
Expositions) HR#5 1928 F50 /A2y, RO RMAE EEHEE N R ES B R
5= g8

" Questions and Answers

World’s Fairs and Expositions

Question; What is a world’s fair?

Answer ; World’s Fair is the generic name for various large expositions held since the
mid 19th century. Such expositions feature exhibits like arts and crafts, scientific
discoveries, and products of industry and agriculture, provided by countries from. around
the world. These exhibitions and expositions are organized and themed displays of products
or other items; for example, of goods and services in a particular retail sector, or of
pictures by a particular artist. Although the terms are used interchangeably, in strict usage
an exhibition is for a short period only, while an exposition is for a longer period and
usually on a larger scale.

Question; How have modern trade fairs evolved?

Answer: Such displays have their origin in the large commercial fairs once common in
Europe, to which every kind of merchandise was brought to be sold. It was discovered that
exhibitions stimulated sales, and arrangements were ultimately made to exhibit goods not for
immediate sale but for purposes of advertising and promotion. The first such exhibition was
held in 1756 — 1757 in England by the Society of Arts, which exhibited all the entries and
awarded prizes for the best English manufactured products.

Question: What are the major types of exhibitions?

Answer; Beginning with the latter half of the 19th century, three types of exhibitions
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and expositions became prominent. The first was the industrial exhibition, devoted to the
stimulation and progress of a specific industry or to all the industries of a specified country or
area. A second type of exhibition, particularly popular in the United States, was regional and
was dedicated to the commemoration of a historical event. The third type, the grand or
universal exposition, was international in scope; it was sponsored by a national government
and displayed a wide variety of products. The first such exposition was the Great Exhibition
held in London in 1851.

Question; What are the characteristics of universal expositions?

Answer: Universal expositions encompass universal themes that affect the full gamut of
human experience, usually at a unique period of time for mankind. These universal expos
usually have themes based on which pavilions are made to represent the country’s opinion on
that theme. For example, the theme for the Expo at Lisbon (1998) was “water” and the
theme for the 2005 Expo being held in Japan is “nature’s wisdom”. Universal expositions are -
usually held less frequently than specialized or international expositions because they are more
expensive. To distinguish them from lesser fairs, they require total design of pavilion
buildings from the ground up. As a result, nations compete for the most outstanding or
memorable structure.

Question; How do you distinguish between universal expositions and international
expositions?

Answer: International expositions are also united by a common theme — such as
transportation ( Vancouver Expo ’86) or ‘Leisure in the Age of Technology’ ( Brisbane
Expo 88). International expositions are specialized expositions whose are narrower than the
worldwide scope of universal expositions, such as the International Garden Expositions, held
in Osaka in 1990 and Kunming, China in 1999.

Specialized and international expositions are usually smaller in scale and cheaper to run
for the host committee and participating nations because the architectural fees are lower and
they only have to rent the space from the host committee, usually with the pre-fabricated
structure already completed. Some say this leads to better creative content as more money can
be spent in this area.

Specialized and international are similar in that the host organization provides the rental
space to participating countries, as well as the building itself, which is usually pre-fabricated.
Countries then have the option of ‘adding’ their own colors, design etc. to the outside of the
pre-fabricated structure and filling in the inside with their own content. One example of this is
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China, which invariably has chosen to add a Chinese archway in the front of their pre-
fabricated pavilions to symbolize their nation ( Expo 88, Expo 92, Expo ’93).

Questioni: What happens to the architecture after the fair? Do they become
permanent structures?

Answer: The majority of the structures are temporary, dismantled at the end of the
expo. A major exception is the Eiffel Tower, built for Paris’ Exposition Universelle (1889).
The Crystal Palace, from the first World’s Fair in London in 1851. The 1876 Centennial
Exposition’s main building is now the Smithsonian Institution’s Arts and Industries Building
in Washington, DC. And there are many other outstanding exceptions.

Some World’s Fair sites become parks incorporating some of the expo elements. The
Palace of Fine Arts in San Francisco, for example, was built in 1915 for the Panama-Pacific
International Exposition. Today the site features a classical Roman rotunda with curved
colonnades in an idyllic park setting. Visitors may picnic, stroll by the lake, enjoying the
ethereal beauty of the park setting.

And there are also some pavilions which have been moved overseas intact after the
show. For instance, the USSR Pavilion from Expo ’67 (the Montreal World’s Fair) is now
back in Moscow.

Notes

1. generic name: SFR,5FK

2. full gamut of ; full range of 2 i, L7 (K

3. dismantled: v. 7%

4. Smithsonian Institution’s Arts and Industries Building in Washington, DC. : fii T3
EE R E R EREWEZIAR ST ZRE

rotunda: n. F¥IRERTHWREFEER

6. colonnades; n. %, #EJ8

7. ethereal / aetherial: adj. {ER)

1. Answer the following questions with the information from the passage.

W

1) How did today’s international exhibitions originate?
2) What role are international exhibitions playing in modern world?
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3) What do you know about the major types of international exhibitions?
4) What are the goals of international exhibitions?

5) What is the world exposition’s mission now?

. Read the passage again and decide whether the following statements are true or false.

1) The international exhibitions are a recent phenomenon.

2) The international exhibitions are only beneficial to the host countries.

3) Berlin Diplomatic Conference established the basis for an international convention
governing international exhibitions.

4) A handicraft fair belongs to the category of consumer fairs.

5) The television and Internet have made the international exhibitions obsolete.

. Fill in the blanks with words given below. Change the form where necessary.

overwhelm compliance agpiration exhaust undertake
endeavour ratify constructive obsolete unwittingly
1) He felt a(n) __ desire to talk with her.
2) The patient ought to with the physician’s orders.
3) Iwill to overcome any difficulty in my studies.

4) With the rapid development of technology, so much equipment has become
almost as soon as it is made.

5) His parents respect his to a movie career.

6) Nobody in the committee wanted to the arduous task of monitoring the
election.

7) After the conference, both sides described it as frank, friendly and .

8) The Congress has an amendment to the Constitution.

9) He was arrested by the police.

10) We should not develop modern civilization at the expense of natural

resources.

. The following sentences are taken from the reading materials. Please read them

carefully and try to simulate the patterns in bold.

1) They date back to the times when <> date back
large-scale markets were regularly held to when
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in cities which, because they were

located at major route intersections,

attracted  visitors and  brought

prosperity.

2) These events inevitably gave rise to <> give rise to

numerous conflicts of interest and and are often

were often characterised by very characterised by

poor organisation. .
3) In 1912 the German government took <> take the
the initiative and called interested initiative

governments together in order to in order to

work out the basis for an agreement. .
4) In view of the precedents that had been <> In view of

set during the International Exhibitions and also in view

Bureau’s forty years of existence and of

also in view of new economic data, a

thorough revision of the 1928

Convention was necessary.

5) We certainly have seen this recently as <>

people claim that television and now as
the Internet have made world’s people claim that
exhibitions obsolete — that we have ' obsolete —

now finally exhausted the potential

to entertain, enlighten, and inspire exhausted the potential to

outside of one’s own home.

. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

1) Crowds of people, some of whom had travelled great distances, would visit these
markets, stay at the site, and exchange a wide variety of articles.

2) Through these gatherings a highly beneficial atmosphere of mutual understanding and
fellowship developed between people of different nations and often conflicting
cultures. '

3) These events inevitably gave rise to numerous conflicts of interest and were often

characterised by very poor organisation.
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4) This revision was undertaken in 1965 and resulted in the signing of the Protocol of
November 30, 1972, which has since governed the organisation of international
exhibitions.

5) Perhaps that should be the mission of world expositions now — to make us even the
slightest bit less cynical about the world and to let us feel we are a part of that world

— and you can rarely experience that from your television or computer.

. Translate the following sentences into English.

1) YE/hlk R H BRI FRE N B, HRSVEME &R’ — 4 AN id i fn
HHBNWE, RNFEERREHANEE: RINEERS LR AUREA]
e A 7 '

2) ERFDRFHRBNEE, R AEXMNIIRBSNHRARERL, SFTFENELNA
AEOPER. MBELENE, KRRSASH, THRZRIRTIMARNRR D KR
WA R

3) KR A ABTHIR R 5 0 24 E R R W4 RTE LA TR, EfrRaxE
PEHE R R IR M BB R A SR YRR SR A

4) RAVRE, HFEW S TEERETL, F BSHEERNR KR RASEENL, B E
HIE R R R EOE BRI REF TR, RITEAR R E I — B —
AR —2F ik R B FE YR

5) S RRAF—RNZTHEFBRELS, ERERERAFNEE S, 2EE
RAeENE, &R BERAENS 25 OB BRTR NS



