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Read for pleasure;
Read for information;
Read for language improvement.
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SHAKESPEARE’S
LIFE

‘ N } illiam Shakespeare was born in Stratford-upon-Avon in 1564.

It is thought that he was born on 23 April. William Shakespeare’s father
was John Shakespeare, a merchant who played an important role in the politics of
Stratford-upon-Avon. John Shakespeare married Mary Arden, and they had 8
children. He became bailiff ! and justice of the peace 2 in 1568. In later years the
business fortunes of John Shakespeare declined.3 It is not known where the young
William Shakespeare went to school, although it is thought that he attended the
local grammar school, where pupils were instructed in Latin.

Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway when he was 18 years old, and the couple
had 3 children — a daughter, Susanna, who was born in 1583, and twins, Hamnet
and Judith, who were born in 1585.

How Shakespeare earned his living as a young adult is not known, although there
is some evidence that he may have been a schoolmaster. It is not known, either,
how he first entered the world of the theatre. According to one story, an actor in
the Queen’s Company died shortly before the company visited Stratford-upon-
Avon in 1587; it is said that Shakespeare took the dead man’s place.

The first reference to Shakespeare is in a pamphlet written in 1592. The pamphlet

1. bailiff : 7 BTRATIEEE ARG
2. justice of the peace : {fi ZIL'H °
3. declined : %% °



shows that Shakespeare was already established ! in the theatrical world by that date.

By 1594 Shakespeare was an important member of the Lord Chamberlain’s Men, a

theatrical company based in London. The company played at the Globe Theatre from
1599 onwards, and changed their name to the King’s Men in 1603. In 1608 the King’s

Men moved to the Blackfriar’s Theatre.

Shakespeare wrote 38 plays for the theatre before he died in 1616, as well as poetry

and the most famous series of sonnets in the English language. His work was gathered

together and published after his death. Visitors to Stratford-upon-Avon can visit many

places associated with the playwright’s life, including the house where he was born

and Anne Hathaway’s cottage. They can also visit the Royal Shakespeare Theatre and

see performances of his plays.

Answer the following questions. Indicate which answers are CERTAIN and

1.

which ones are just LIKELY.

. Where was Shakespeare born?

He was. born.in Stratford-on-Avon. CERTAIN

established : B & B2 [H] 19 Hofor o



SHAKESPEARE’S
Much Ado About Nothing

uch Ado About Nothing was probably written between 1598 and 1599.

It is a comedy about love. The action of the play begins with the visit of the

Prince of Aragon, Don Pedro, to Messina, where he is the guest of Leonato.

One of Don Pedro’s officers, Claudio, falls in love with Leonato’s daughter, Hero.

Don Pedro helps Claudio to win Leonato’s permission for the marriage. The Prince’s

brother, Don John, is determined to destroy the relationship between Claudio and

Scene from Much Ado About Nothing (1789)
by Johann Heinrich Fiissli.

Gemdildegalerie Alte Meister, Dresden.

1. humiliate : J 5§ o

2. denounces : I 57 ©

Hero. He enters into a plot with
his friend Borachio to make it
seem that Hero already has a
lover.

Claudio’s best friend is another
young officer called Benedick.
Benedick is well-known for his
humour, and his determination
never to fall in love. The Prince
and Claudio decide to play a trick
on him by making him believe
that Leonato’s niece, Beatrice, is
in love with him. They also try to
persuade Beatrice that Benedick is
in love with her.

Claudio is very angry when he
discovers that Hero seems to have
a lover, and he decides to
humiliate ! her at the wedding

ceremony. He denounces 2 her in



front of the guests, and refuses to marry her. Hero faints with shock in the church, and
Claudio and Don Pedro believe that she is dead.

The local constables, Dogberry and Verges, soon discover Don John’s plot against

Claudio and the Prince. Claudio is full of remorse ! when he learns the truth. Leonato
tells Claudio that he was responsible for Hero’s death, and asks him to marry one of
Hero’s cousins. Claudio agrees to do this, in order to make amends 2 for his cruelty to
Hero. When Claudio arrives at the wedding he is amazed to discover that the ‘cousin’
is really Hero herself. Benedick interrupts the proceedings 3 to ask if he can marry

Beatrice. The play ends happily with all the problems resolved.

Who’s who

Answer the following questions.

a. Who visits Leonato?
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i. Who plots against the lovers?

j. Who discover the plot?

1. remorse : M o
2. make amends : #M
3. proceedings : (ULAb4) WFALAYILRE ©



Before you read
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Fill in the gaps in the text with suitable words. Then listen and check.
i

Leonato, the Governor of Messina, 0......... L2 = A— walking in the city with I
his daughter Hero and his niece Beatrice. The two young women were
U beautiful, and they chatted happily to 2...........cccooeiienns

1
other as they went along. Leonato watched them both with a smile. He, too, |
was contented. |
Suddenly a messenger appeared 3. the far end of the street. He I
was looking 4.........covviiieinniiis the GOVernor. 5......c.evesmssmmnniaes he saw Leonato,
he ran up to him with a letter in 6. hand. He bowed in front of I
the Governor, and handed him 7.................oooeiis letter.

Leonato opened the letter and read 8. quickly.

I

1

I

I

I

I

li

1

I :

I ‘Is Don Pedro coming here? he 9........ooooieeniinns the messenger.

1 ‘Yes, sir,’ the messenger replied. ‘The Prince of Aragon 10........oooeiiiin I

| coming to Messina. He 1., arrive shortly.’ |

‘He says here that the army had a great victory,” Leonato said. ‘Did we lose |

’ T soldiers in the battle?’ y

| ‘No, sir,’ the messenger said proudly. ‘Very 3. of our men were
y

| L, 2 oo T TS , I am happy to say.’

I Leonato was pleased.

I

I

I

I

I

1

I

1

I

I

I

Don Pedro 18,....commmmmmicrersn very pleased with the young Florentine,

Claudio.’

“That’s good news,” he commented. He turned to the letter again. ‘I see that |
‘True, sir,’ the messenger confirmed. ‘The Prince 6. honoured |

Claudio for his courage in the battle. 1
‘What 17...cceviieeiiineieennnee Benedick?’ Beatrice asked the messenger. ‘Have you |
got any news about him?’

‘He, too, has come home safely,” the messenger replied politely. ‘He is famous I

for his humour.’ 1
T'm glad 18......ccceiiiimemionnenes hear that he’s famous for his humour,” Beatrice |

said coldly. ‘It’s the only good thing about him.’ I
The messenger looked at Beatrice in surprise. He thought she was being rude
about Benedick, and he 19........ccooooiiin NOt KNOW: 20500 c0vmimsssnsessessacss to |

reply to her.

R e
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Dramatis Personae

DON PEDRO
Prince of Aragon

DON JOHN
his brother

LEONATO ANTONIO

Governor of Messina his brother

L

BENEDICK BORACHIO and CONRAD

a young Lord of Padua followers of Don John




BEATRICE : HERO ,
Niece of Leonato

MARGARET and URSULA

waiting-gentlewomen of Hero

B i e AR R e R

BALTHAZAR

servant of Don Pedro

B

DOGBERRY VERGES
a Constable a Headborough






