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Unit 1

In the early days of sea travel, seamen on long voyages lived exclusively on salted meat and
biscuits. Many of them died of scurvy (3R £23%), a disease of the blood which causes swollen
gums, livid white spots on the flesh and general exhaustion. On one occasion, in 1535, an
English ship arrived in newfound land with its crew seriously ill. The men’s lives were saved by
Iroquois Indians who gave them vegetable leaves to eat. Gradually it came to be realized that
scurvy was caused by some lack in the sailors’ diet.

Nowadays it is understood that a diet which contains nothing harmful may yet result in serious
disease if certain important elements are missing. These elements are called “vitamins”. Quite a
number of such substances are known and they are given letters to identify them, A, B, C, D,
and so on. Different diseases are associated with deficiencies( R 2 ) of particular vitamins. Even
a slight lack of vitamin C, for example, the vitamin most plentiful in fresh fruit and vegetables, is
thought to increase significantly our susceptibility( 2 %) to colds and influenza.

The vitamins necessary for a healthy body are normally supplied by a good mixed diet,
including a variety of fruits and green vegetables. It is only when people try to live on a very
restricted diet, or when trying to lose weight, that it is necessary to make special provision ( %% )
to supply the missing vitamins.

Another example of the dangers of a restricted diet may be seen in the disease known as
“beri-beri” , which used to afflict large numbers of Eastern people who lived mainly on rice. In
the early years of this century, a Dutch scientist called Eijkman was trying to discover the cause of
beri-beri. At first he thought it was transmitted(444%) by a germ. Later he found that a lack of
some element in the husk ( 2k & ) is the cause of the disease. And the element was shortly
afterwards isolated from rice husks and is now known as vitamin B.

1. Scurvy is a disease which causes .
A. loss of blood : B. swollen limbs
C. exhaustion D. bright red spots on the flesh
2. A diet which contains nothing harmful

w !,

A. may yet cause scurvy has plenty of vitamins

C. will yet result in serious disease D. always ensures good health
3. Deficiencies of the various vitamins

A. cause the same disease

B. are not serious except in the case of vitamin C

C. cause different diseases



D. are ofien caused by scurvy

4. A good mixed diet

A. normally contains enough vitamins B. still needs adding vitamins
C. is easy to digest D. is often difficult to arrange
5. The disease “beri-beri”
A. kills large numbers of western people B. is a vitamin deficiency disease
C. is transmitted by diseased rice D. can be caught from diseased sailors
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Unit 2

In their first experiment the researchers let the camel have no water in eight days. It lost
about 22% of its weight, about 100 kilos. When water to drink emptied one bucket after another,
it got rounder and rounder and soon returned to its normal condition. A camel can lose anything
up to 25% of its weight through evaporation( & & ) without any danger of losing its life.
However, a loss of weight of 12% causes a man to die in a desert. The researchers, who were
fond of animals, did not dare to find out how long a camel can stay alive without water. The camel
that went longest without water drank 135 liters of it in 10 minutes after 17 days without a drink.

A camel can manage with a small amount of water better than a man can. And furthermore,
it can regulate( i %7 ) its perspiration( #f7F) much better than we can. If we are compelled to
stay in a temperature higher than our normal body temperature, we start to perspire in order to
prevent the temperature of our organs from becoming dangerously high. A camel’s temperature is
different. When the sunshine becomes hotter and hotter the body temperature of the camel follows
the temperature of the environment. Only when the body temperature has risen to 40 degrees does
a camel begin to perspire. When the cold night of the desert arrives, a camel’s temperature sinks
to 34 degrees. This variation of 6 degrees means that it takes quite a long time in the daytime
before a camel starts perspiring.

1. The purpose of this passage is chiefly to explain why a camel
A. can lose so much weight B. can drink so much water
C. does not perspire so much D. is so well suited to the desert
2. In saying that camels “can regulate perspiration much beiter than we can,” the author means
that
A. the camel can turn his perspiration off and on as he wishes
B. the camel has more sweat glands than we have
C. the camel responds to smaller changes in temperature
D. the camel does not often start to perspire as we do
3. When the temperature of the air rises above 34°C a camel starts
A. perspiring heavily B. saving energy
C. showing a higher body temperature D. regulating its drinking of water
4. The relation between the first and second paragraphs of this article is that the second
paragraph '
A. helps to explain the results reported in the first
B. gives further details about the results reported in the first



C. is more specific than the first in the information it provides
D. presents a different point of view from the first
5. Judging from the passage, about how much does a camel weigh?
A. 100 kilograms. B. 500 kilograms.
C. 2,200 kilograms. D. There is no way of telling.
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Unit 3

From Boston to Los Angeles, from New York City to Chicago, to Dallas, museums are either
planning, building, or wrapping up wholesale expansion programs. These programs already have
radically altered facades( i1 # ) and floor plans or are expected to do so in the not-too-distant
future.

In New York City alone, six major institutions have spread up and out into the air space and
neighborhoods around them or are preparing to do so.

The reasons for this activity are complex, but one factor is a consideration everywhere —
space. With collections expanding, with the needs and functions of museums changing, empty
space has become a very precious commodity.

Probably nowhere in the country is this more true than at the Philadelphia Museum of Art,
which has needed additional space for decades and which received its last significant facelift ten
years ago. Because of the space crunch( £3%), the Art Museum has become increasingly
cautious in considering acquisitions and donations of art, in some cases passing up opportunities to
strengthen its collections. _

Decreasing — or selling off — works of art has taken on new importance because of the
museum’s space problems. And increasingly, museums have been forced to juggle (& 77 8+44)
gallery space, rotating one masterpiece into public view while another is sent to storage.

Despite the clear need for additional gallery and storage space, however, “the museum has
no plan, no plan to break out of its envelope in the next fifteen years,” according to Philadelphia
Museum of Art’s president.

1. Which of the following is (are)in need of additional space?
A. A neighborhood museum. B. The Boston Museum of Art.
C. Museums in the United States. D. An aerospace museum.
2. Which of the following is NOT mentioned in the article as a reason why most museums need
more space?
A. Changing needs. B. More collectors.
C. Changing functions. D. Enlarged collections.
3. In paragraph 4, the author uses the word “facelift” to imply that the Philadelphia Museum of
Art .
A. added portraits to its collection B. reduced its staff
C. raised money for poor artists D. was remodeled

4. It can be inferred from the article that the Philadelphia Museum of Art only shows



A
C.

its largest paintings B. a portion of its paintings

paintings by American artists D. paintings it wants to sell

5. What has the Philadelphia Museum of Art been obliged to do because of insufficient space?

A.

B. Strengthen its collection through donations.
C.
D

. Be selective in accepting additional artwork.

Hire more workers to plan gallery displays.

Be cautious in allowing the public to view its artwork.
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Unit 4

The average population density( % & ) of the world is 47 persons per square mile.
Continental densities range from no permanent inhabitants in Antarctica to 211 per square mile in
Europe. In western hemisphere( ¥ 3£ ), population densities range from about 4 per square mile
in Canada to 675 per square mile in Puerto Rico. In Europe the range is from 4 per square mile in
Iceland to 831 per square mile in the Netherlands. Within countries there are wide variations of
population densities. For example, in Egypt, the average is 55 per square mile, but 1,300
persons inhabit each square mile in settled portions where the land is arable ( ¥T #+#5). High
population densities generally occur in regions of developed industrialization, such as
Netherlands, Belgium, and Great Britain, or where lands are intensively used for agriculture, as
in Puerto Rico and Java.

Low average population densities are characteristics of most underdeveloped countries. Low
densities of population is generally associated with a relatively low percentage of cultivated ( #4E
#9) land. This generally results from poor quality of lands. It may also be due to natural obstacles
to cultivation, such’ as deserts, mountains and jungles, or to social obstacles which keep land out
of production.

More economically advanced countries of low population density have, as a rule, large
proportions of their populations living in urban(3% W #5 ) areas, their rural ( K 4+ 45) population
densities are usually very low. Poorer developed countries of correspondingly low general
population density, on the other hand, often have a concentration of rural population living on
arable land, which is as great as the rural concentration found in the most densely populated
industrial countries.

1. Along the bank of the Nile, we may expect to find

A. few inhabitants B. pyramids

C. many settlements D. about 1, 300 persons per square mile
2. In an area of forested land in the world

A. we may expect to find jungles

B. the density of the population is relatively low

C. land of good quality is found

D. deserts are hidden
3. The title that best fits the passage is .

A. How People Live B. Where People Live

C. Population Percentage D. Population Densities



4. The most densely populated community in the western hemisphere is .

A. Holland B. Egypt C. Java D. Puerto Rico
5. This passage has probably been taken from

A. a journal B. a textbook on economics

C. a book of geography D. a science book
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Unit 5§

I wonder whether China’s reforms and opening-up policy have advanced enough to tolerate a
bit of civil disobedience — at the grass-roots( /&) level.

What I am advocating is not a revolt against the State, but a revolt against concrete — those
hard paths and roads that carry China’s 1.3 billion people, day after day.

What we should do is reclaim ( & £ ¥ #%) the grass and save the thousands of miles of
greenery in China’s parks and gardens. And keep them from being covered in concrete. They
belong to the people. It is time to take them back.

Grass is a living thing, a gift of nature — nurtured by man, for man. It is something we must
feel between our toes and fingers, beneath our head and back and legs. It is not sométhing that
we should simply look at. It is for families to walk through on a warm spring day. It’s for grand-
parents to revisit the pleasure of their youth, for parents to discover what they never knew, and for
children to discover what is denied by “Keep Off the Grass” signs.

A park with grass should be filled with young lovers embracing and happy families enjoying
picnics under cool shade trees. But they are only found in a few parks because of “Keep Off the
Grass” signs. But, a park without people playing is an ugly place. In has no soul. It’s unnatural.
It is an insult to nature and a denial of citizens’ right to enjoy what they pay for.

Sydney, Australia, with a population of 5 million, has a park called “The Domain. ” Every
Sunday, hundreds, perhaps thousands, of people go to the park’s “Speaker’s Corner” to listen to
the serious and the insane ( # /& #3) speaking their minds on any topic they fancy. They also go to
the park on hot summer evenings to enjoy open-air concerts, rock shows and films. Most events
are free.

Every weekend, the lush grass becomes mud as people walk all over it. That treatment has
gone on for a couple of hundred years, but every week it springs back to life.

Concrete is hard and unyielding, but grass gives.

So come on people — give us back our grass. We need it and it needs us. Take away those
threatening signs. Put up signs that say; “Hello people, I'm your grass. I'm a living thing and I
need time to recover my strength. So Monday to Saturday, please stay off me. On Sunday, come

1

and walk, run and lie on me. On Sunday I am yours and you are mine.’

1. In a Westerner’s eye, there is on the ground in China.
A. a lot of concrete B. too little greenery
C. not enough grass D. much hard way

2. The grass in a park provides visitors, both young and old, with



A. leisurely enjoyment B. exquisite sofiness

C. fond memories D. new experiences
3. “Keep Off the Grass” signs to protect lawns according to the author.
A. are ugly B. seem necessary
C. should be replaced D. should be removed
4. After each activity, the grass in The Domain, a park in Sydney, will
A. remain muddy for days B. need years of treatment
C. come back to life soon D. need to rest for long

5. What is suggested in the article is the idea of
A. not threatening people B. a green revolution

C. feeling the living grass D. getting close to mother nature
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