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. Text A The Icy Defender
o~ Text B The Normandy Landings

Overvicw

In this unit we look at how the forces of nature can play a decisive role in
determining the outcome of a war. Severe weather is often considered a curse,
but for those facing attack it can come as a blessing, as Russia has found. Her
cruel winter has come to her aid in throwing off invaders on more than one
occasion, as we see in our first text. Our second text takes us to the prepara-
tions for the Normandy landings in the Second World War. As we shall see,
choosing the right moment when the forces of nature could be relied upon to
help or at least not hinder the assault was no easy task for those planning the
seaborne invasion. Both stories vividly illustrate the power of nature to shape
the course of history.

-

.2, Unit1 Fighting with the Forces of Nature



Part | Llistening Task

LISTENING PRACTICE

Since ancient times, weather has played an important role in war. Listen to the recording and see how the severe winter
helped the Russians win one war after another.

. The following words in the recording may be new to you:

severity n. S&: mythologize vt. 1&A¥E4L
scorched-earth policy Z £ B & meteorological a. A.%#)
disastrous a. KM warfare n. %
campaign n. & casualty n. 44—

materiel n. YEERM T

[ fenin i1k ki
Complete the following statements according to what};ﬁ have heard.

1. People often the severe Russian winter with Russian military victories.

2. When the Russian army retreated before Napoleon’s army, they

3. Failed invaders liked to of weather conditions in their failures.

4. On 27 November, 1941, General Eduard Wagner reported that they were

in both personnel and materiel.

-~ { Unit 1 Fighting with the Forces of Nature . 8



Text A

Part Il

Reading Task

They say that pride comes before a fall. In the case of both Napoleon and Hitler, the many victories
they enjoyed led them to believe that anything was possible, that nothing could stand in their way.
Russia’s icy defender was to prove them wrong.

Weww Worvds and Lwpressions

(RE@ART “—HRER" (LK) &
WiL: REGBEMART “HBE
R”(AR) MIAC; REEREMAR
T ERER” AL BRERT
iR

in the case of as far as ... is con-
cerned £F, skt

stand / get / be in the way prevent
from doing sth. #%if; +7#%

emperor / 'empars(r)/ n. the ruler of
an empire £4; B

resistance /r1'zistons/ n. opposition
to sb./sth., esp. a political or mili-
tary opponent; refusal to accept sth.
new, such as a plan, idea, or change
A RF

homeland | 'houmleend/ n. one’s na-
tive country #8E; %

devastating * /'devastertip/ a. caus-
ing great destruction $X R M 49

raw /roi/ a. cold and wet; not cooked

or processed A4 4Y; A&y, Ko
I

bleak* /blik/ a. cold and miserable;
_ depressing EA R Foy; Emey

launch /lomtf/ vt. start; send (sth.)
on its course F#4; KM

unequaled /an'ikwald/ a. superiorto
all others A bbéd

campaign /k&m'pem/ n. a series of
military operations or planned ac-
tivities with a particular aim X
& &

border /'bo:da(r)/ n. the line divid-
ing two countries or areas; the land
near this line 2 G&KX)

efficient /1'fifant/ a. able to work
well or producing a satisfactory re-
sult without wasting time or re-
sources K E &ty

equip /'kwip/ vt. provide with what
is necessary for doing sth. ¥4,
Bt &

.@. Unit1 Fighting with the Forces of Nature

The Icy Defender’

Nila B. Smith

1 In 1812, Napoleon Bonaparte, Emperor of the French,
led his Grand Army into Russia. He was prepared for the
fierce resistance of the Russian people defending their
homeland. He was prepared for the long march across Rus-
sian soil to Moscow, the capital city. But he was not prepared
for the devastating enemy that met him in Moscow — the
raw, bitter, bleak Russian winter.

2 In 1941, Adolf Hitler, leader of Nazi Germany, launched
an attack against the Soviet Union, as Russia then was called.
Hitler’s military might was unequaled. His war machine had
mowed down resistance in most of Europe. Hitler expected
a short campaign but, like Napoleon before him, was taught
a painful lesson. The Russian winter again came to the aid of

the Soviet soldiers.

Napoleon’s Campaign
3 In the spring of 1812, Napoleon assembled an army of
six hundred thousand men on the borders of Russia. The sol-

diers were well trained, efficient, and well equipped. This mili-



Partli Reading Task

tary force was called the Grand Army. Napoleon, confident of
a quick victory, predicted the conquest of Russia in five weeks.
4 Shortly afterwards, Napoleon’s army crossed the
Neman River into Russia. The quick, decisive victory that
Napoleon expected never happened. To his surprise, the Rus-
sians refused to stand and fight. Instead, they retreated
eastward, burning their crops and homes as they went. The
Grand Army followed, but its advance march soon became
bogged down by slow-moving supply lines.

5 In August, the French and Russian armies engaged at
Smolensk, in a battle that left over ten thousand dead on each
side. Yet, the Russians were again able to retreat farther into
Russian territory. Napoleon had won no decisive victory. He
was now faced with a crucial decision. Should he continue to
pursue the Russian army? Or should he keep his army in
Smolensk for the approaching winter?

6 Napoleon took the gamble of pressing on to Moscow,
448 kilometers away. On September 7, 1812, the French and
Russian armies met in fierce battle at Borodino, 112 kilome-
ters west of Moscow. By nightfall, thirty thousand French
and forty-four thousand Russians lay dead or wounded on
the battlefield.

7 Again, the Russian army retreated to safety. Napoleon
had a clear path to Moscow, but the occupation of the city
became an empty victory. The Russians fled their capital. Soon
after the French arrived, a raging fire destroyed two-thirds
of the city. Napoleon offered a truce to Alexander I, but the
Russian czar knew he could bide his time: “We shall let the
Russian winter fight the war for us.”

5 Napoleon soon realized he could not feed, clothe, and
quarter his army in Moscow during the winter. In October

. 1812, he ordered his Grand Army to retreat from Moscow.

conquest / kopkwest/ n. conquering,
defeat fEFR, A

decisive * /di'saisiv/ a. producing a
definite result or conclusion; hav-
ing the ability to decide quickly %
Rkt; RErey

retreat /r1trit/ vi. move back or with-
draw when faced with danger or dif-
ficulty iB#p
n.

bog* /bog/ v. (&) FAARE; [
b4

be / get bogged down become stuck
and unable to make progress

engage /in'gerd3/ v. begin fighting
(with sb.); (cause to) take part in or
get involved in

engage / be engaged in (doing)
sth. \F; &5

be faced with have to deal with &
&

crucial / 'kru:fal/ a. very important
EXEEH

gamble /'gembl/ n. a thing one does
with a risk of loss and a chance of
profit B

take a gamble take a risk H/

press on / ahead continue doing
sth. in a determined way (R B
) 9k & 34T

nightfall / nartforl/ n. dusk & &;
%8

occupation /kju'perfan/ n. the sei-
zure and control of a country or
areas; (one’s) trade, profession, or
business &4f; FRAL

truce /truis/ n. an agreement to stop
fighting 4%,

czar lzaxr)/ n. V2

bide /baid/ v. (arch) wait (RT3 3
#sh, LREBA) F

bide one’s time wait patiently for

a chance FAFutAL

Unit 1 Fighting with the Forces of Nature . 8,



