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Chapter The English Language

L One RIEEE

TASK OBJECTIVE 7‘@

In this unit, you’ll be able to accomplish the following task:

Learn about the English language, especially British and American English.

TASK PREPARATION 4
 EseEs ‘ k]

1 Which country speaks English? Please look at the following map and
read the passage below to get a general idea of the English language.

-~

World countries, states, and provinces where English is the official language are dark blue;
countries, states, and provinces where it is an official, but not a primary language are light blue.




. EmEXEBR

English is a language originating in England, and the first language for most
people in Australia, Canada, the Commonwealth Caribbean (H1#} H. ¥ B E
%), Ireland, New Zealand, the United Kingdom and the United States of America.
It is used extensively as a second language and as an official language throughout
the world, especially in Commonwealth countries and in many international
organizations.

Over 380 million people speak English as their first language. English
today is probably the third largest language by number of native speakers, after
Mandarin (i }5) Chinese and Spanish. However, when combining native
and non-native speakers it is probably the most commonly spoken language in
the world, though possibly second to a combination of the Chinese Languages,
depending on whether or not distinctions in the latter are classified as “languages”
or “dialects”. Estimates that include second language speakers vary greatly from
470 million to over a billion depending on how literacy or mastery is defined.
There are some who claim that non-native speakers now outnumber native
speakers by a ratio of 3 to 1.

Now study the following diagrams and acquire for yourselves the more

concrete idea of the geographical distribution of the English language.

American
[] British

D Canadian
. Australian

[ ] Other

Distribution of native English speakers by country
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~ Native speakers

214,809,000

58,200,000

17,694,830
S Australia 15,013,965
B B ireland 4,200,000+ (Approx)
BE= south Africa 3,673,203
S8l New Zealand 3,500,000+ (Approx)
[ Singapore 665,087

2 Read the following passage about the history of the English
language and do the corresponding exercises.

" A Brief History of the English Language

e Old English, until 1066

Immigrants from Denmark and NW Germany arrived in Britain in the 5th
and 6th centuries AD, speaking in related dialects belonging to the Germanic
and Teutonic ( H /K& A/Z%4ii \) branches of the Indo-European language
family. Today, English is most closely related to Flemish (¥ ==f5Hfi%), Dutch,
and German, and is somewhat related to Icelandic, Norwegian, Danish, and
Swedish. Icelandic, unchanged for 1,000 years, is very close to Old English.
Viking invasions, begun in the 8th century, gave English a Norwegian and Danish
influence which lasted until the Norman Conquest of 1066.

e Middle English, from 1066 until the 15th Century

The Norman Invasion and Conquest of Britain in 1066 and the resulting
French Court of William the Conqueror gave the Norwegian-Dutch influenced
English a Norman-Parisian (E2%2f#])-French effect. From 1066 until about 1400,
Latin, French, and English were spoken. English almost disappeared entirely
into obscurity ([%7X) during this period by the French and Latin dominated court
and government. However, in 1362, the Parliament opened with English as the



language of choice, and the language was saved from extinction. Present-day

English is approximately 50% Germanic (English and Scandinavian) and 50%
Romance (French and Latin).

e Early Modern English, from the 15th Century to the 17th Century

During this period, English became more organized and began to resemble
the modern version of English. Although the word order and sentence construction
was still slightly different, Early Modern English was at least recognizable to
the Early Modern English speaker. For example, the Old English “To us pleases
sailing” became “We like sailing”. Classical elements, from Greek and Latin,
profoundly influenced work creation and origin. From Greek, Early Modern
English received grammar, logic, arithmetic, geometry, astronomy, and music.
Also, the “tele-" prefix (Hij2%) meaning “far” later used to develop telephone and
television was taken.

e Modern English, from the 17th Century to Modern Times

Modern English developed through the efforts of literary and political
writings, where literacy was uniformly found. Modern English was heavily
influenced by classical usage, the emergence of the university-educated class,
Shakespeare, the common language found in the East Midlands section of present-
day England, and an organized effort to document and standardize English.
Current inflections (7] E2%%1k) have remained almost unchanged for 400 years,
but sounds of vowels (JG#) and consonants (§##) have changed greatly. As a
result, spelling has also changed considerably. For example, from Early English
to Modern English, /yf became life, deel became deal, hoom became home, mone

became moon, and hous became house.

e American English, from the 18th Century until Modern Times

Until the 18th century, British and American English were remarkably
similar with almost no variance (Z£fk; ZF5R). Immigration to America by
other English peoples changed the language by 1700. Noah Webster, author of
the first authoritative American English dictionary, created many changes. The
“-re” endings became “-er” and the “-our” endings became “-or”. Spelling by

pronunciation and personal choice from Webster were influences.



500AD 1066AD (3) ( ) 17th Century Modern Times

X Timeline showing the history of the English language

(3 Read the following passage about the Indo-European language

family (EJJBXi% %) and do the corresponding exercises.

All of the world’s languages are descended from more ancient languages
spoken thousands of years ago. Many languages that we today find to be very
different are in fact descended from the same original root language, just as many
people are descendants of one common ancestor in a family tree.

English, along with many of the languages of Europe, parts of Asia, and India
are descendants of the same common ancestor language spoken perhaps 7,000 to 9,000
years ago: Proto-Indo-European (PIE). The discovery of these connections among
languages, and the exploration of the historical changes in languages, cultures and
peoples is one of the great detective stories of the 19th and 20th centuries.

In describing the historical development of a language group we have
recourse to various metaphors and “models”.

One such metaphor is that of the family, by which we speak of the Proto-
Indo-European parent language with its various descendants. Another metaphor is
the botanical one, by which we speak of the Indo-European stem with its several
branches. These two metaphors are often combined in a family-tree model of
language.
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Now look at the Indo-European language family tree below:

(1) See if you could trace the branch of English.

(2) Find a correct position for each of the following languages, basing on a close
to distant relationship of each language with English: German, Chinese,
French, Danish (/3 #1&) .

English | «— «— <«— <«

most related to English least related to English

INDO-EUROPEAN BRANCHES
OF THE LANGUAGE TREE
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4 Shakespeare’s writings greatly influenced the entire English language.
Prior to and during Shakespeare’s time, the grammar and rules of
English were not fixed. But once Shakespeare’s plays became popular
in the late 17th and 18th century, they helped contribute to the
standardization of the English language, with many Shakespearean
words and phrases becoming embedded in the English language. Read
about the story of his life and retell it to your friend.

" William Shakespeare

William Shakespeare was a great English
playwright, dramatist and poet who lived during
the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries.
Shakespeare is considered to be the greatest
playwright of all time. No other writer’s plays have
been produced so many times or read so widely in so
many countries as his.

Shakespeare was born to middle class parents.
His father, John, was a Stratford businessman. He

was a glove maker who owned a leather shop.

John Shakespeare was a well known and respected
man in the town. He held several important local
governmental positions. William Shakespeare’s mother was Mary Arden. Though she
was the daughter of a local farmer, she was related to a family of considerable wealth
and social standing. Mary Arden and John Shakespeare were married in 1557.

William Shakespeare was born in Stratford in 1564. He was one of eight children.
The Shakespeares were well respected prominent people. When William Shakespeare
was about seven years old, he probably began attending the Stratford Grammar School
with other boys of his social class. Students went to school year round attending
school for nine hours a day. The teachers were strict disciplinarians.

Though Shakespeare spent long hours at school, his boyhood was probably

fascinating. Stratford was a lively town and during holidays, it was known to put on

&
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pageants and many popular shows. Stratford
It also held several large fairs during
the year. Stratford was an exciting
place to live. Stratford also had fields
and woods surrounding it giving
William the opportunity to hunt and
trap small game. The River Avon
which ran through the town allowed

him to fish also. Shakespeare’s

poems and plays show his love of
nature and rural life which reflects his childhood.

On November 28, 1582, Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway of the neighboring
village of Shottery. She was twenty-six, and he was only eighteen at the time. They
had three children. Susana was their first and then they had twins, Hamnet and Judith.
Hamnet, Shakespeare’s son, died in 1596. In 1607, his daughter Susana got married.
Shakespeare’s other daughter, Judith, got married in 1616.

In London, Shakespeare’s career took off. It is believed that he may have become
well known in London theatrical life by 1592. By that time, he had joined one of the
city’s repertory theatre companies. These companies were made up of a permanent
cast of actors who presented different plays week after week. The companies were
commercial organizations that depended on admission from their audience. Scholars
know that Shakespeare belonged to one of the most popular acting companies in
London called The Lord Chamberlain’s Men. Shakespeare was a leading member of
the group from 1594 for the rest of his career. By 1594, at least six of Shakespeare’s
plays had been produced.

During Shakespeare’s life, there were two monarchs who ruled England. They
were Henry the eighth and Elizabeth the first. Both were impressed with Shakespeare
which made his name known. There is evidence that he was a member of a traveling
theater group, and a schoolmaster. In 1594, he became an actor and playwright for
Lord Chamberlain’s Men. In 1599, he became a part owner of the prosperous Globe
Theatre. He also was a part owner of the Blackfriars Theatre as of 1609. Shakespeare
retired to Stratford in 1613 where he wrote many of his excellent plays.
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There are many reasons as
to why William Shakespeare is so
famous. He is generally considered
to be both the greatest dramatist the
world has ever known as well as the
finest poet who has written in the
English language. Many reasons

can be given for Shakespeare’s

enormous appeal. His fame basically
is from his great understanding of human nature. He was able to find universal human
qualities and put them in a dramatic situation creating characters that are timeless. Yet
he had the ability to create characters that are highly individual human beings. Their
struggles in life are universal. Sometimes they are successful and sometimes their lives
are full of pain, suffering, and failure.

In addition to his understanding and realistic view of human nature, Shakespeare
had a vast knowledge of a variety of subjects. These subjects include music, law,
Bible, stage, art, politics, history, hunting, and sports. Shakespeare had a tremendous
influence on culture and literature throughout the world. He contributed greatly to the
development of the English language. Many words and phrases from Shakespeare’s
plays and poems have become part of our speech. Shakespeare’s plays and poems
have become a required part of education in the United States. Therefore, his ideas
on subjects such as romantic love, heroism, comedy, and tragedy have helped shape
the attitudes of millions of people. His portrayal of historical figures and events have
influenced our thinking more than what has been written in history books. The world
has admired and respected many great writers, but only Shakespeare has generated

such enormous continuing interest.



