An Introduction to Discourse Analysis

WS br: B 52

SREFE HEOLHT BOE F

Iyt & & A i
—P | www.sciencep.com



(H—0305.0101)
RiEHiE: MEE & #

ISBN978-7-03-023341-7

9l78703

0233417">




| HO
222

An Introduction to Discourse Analysis

IHESH: Bit5XR6

KA RLH RIE F

=AY



E B4 B (CIP)#1E

Wi AT B 5 E ] = An Introduction to Discourse
Analysis: SE3C/5KARE, BODHT, BOCHEE. — et Bl
HifsAt, 2008

ISBN 978-7-03-023341-7

L e 1L O3k QB @ I EHEIEF % - 33
IV. HO

Hh [ AR FE 5 08 CIP BEA% 7 (2008) 45 171941 &

TAERAE: AR B A/ TRt Rk
TEFH: Ri&H /@R RBHEK

WA %75 010-64030529 ©-F9R4: yanli@mailsciencep.com

# 5 % B 2 K
LR EsmAR AL A 165
BB 13:100717
http:// www. sciencep.com

F QMG ENR
B R 55 2 FIHERR 4
PR AT BB EBELE
£
20094F4 A% — K JFA: AS(890X1240)
2009 4 4 A%—WENR  EP3K: 67/8
EN%L: 1—2 500 FH: 284 000
Ef: 35.00 T

(A VR FAR, it fisti (RHED))



B Zellig Harris T 1952 %% Language %% L% % “Discourse
Analysis” —X Ak, EESNCALT SFHERA L, L1, i5E
IMBEA—NRRESHRAGFH, AL “WRREHIHL” |
CERMARARFBZT R, BRE. AERLEFEMETRAT IR
SIEBESM ARG AR, BRAEL P, ALSE HFTF.
BE, AetE HANHFE, HF ARFEFSEHPRRTH S
A BB FoT ok, A S RGFAERT $ER T EEPHRE—AN L
R FA, SAEHRER ., BB T F k55 S AT ARIRAL )
BR,RE, BbAAE, ERAEAL, EEMESELTIE “4
FHRZITR” , ERRSNTBFLE, ESMFEBLLA, ERRER
BEHRFTHMEXR, EXEETERALMMELE, PEMES
GHYGMEX R,

UM RBEALY ZHid: “REH KRR, BERTFHE, 7 FF
W, AL EOMEE, Bk, RiELHLEENED, AR
BFEAER O EL, HREEMHKEFBIEER T,

Bub, ABRRL] ZKEEHG R, AX—RBAHGHE
BRGER L, BT E6 M F @EAN,

ERHBRHY: F—HrARRBR, FH2A L6, £
SEF,

F—F: AFTEREEIMLEERB—ANENBRAG, AEF
AL & discourse #9 & 3L, Wb 474, EFE discourse analysis
e X ERI Lo A EFEL TR TR, AEEEA Guy
Cook (1994) #3L.%., 5t text. context #= discourse ZA AT T K 4,
AFXHREIMO A XL RO TRAFRGAG, H# LB 4ERD
(Cooperative Principle) . #L$2/& 1 (Politeness Principle) A & % B 52 #
(Relevance Theory) )32 % B # &AL ik A KA L5 89 = /35 St
R, A3, AFEERZRQEERNA: HEIH A LRER,
FRERN, PRIALEETE, ZEEHRBYFH, A RARAGE



oAn Introduction to Discourse Analysis

BREBRAINE, RNAEFERTAfF 220 LE “R
#—H, BHERAE

B EESWFRSM, EEEFAAL S, MERTIEES
MeF kLA SR SN, PRBEZSARELENORR, AZEABES
(2000) 94L&, Heljasth att. F—AREMII R, BFEEL
WEEZHEHN, BEEBHRGAN; & 24 E, %
FERIEE L RRFT ARGV, BEETHALSLE, BiIAEBER
EEEAS PR B RIAL Wk, EFERREEGERS
B, BAANA S EMEFEBEEPOER; $of2iTiEiEy
Wik, BA FAAEEFGERTH THEHINMARTAET R T HE
BB, AMiXMAEESWTRE TAEELRA XGELE B PHA,
NEEREELAEECBTRELANGSEERPRELERF; FE24
7 ik B At iR O ik b WA R AL L8 T ik e r AiE A AR A 4R
EoMik, ATRABELZHER, AELELRNBZE, kA LEE
DA AT B0 AT

BEZF. EESAFTERARRARLY, 282 ETFAMNT A %
BEHGRE ks, B, AFEENBT AN AALEEEFH A
FHBEARRA, AP als: THEAARR, SERUER, GF ALK
BB, EBEEL, XAMERTFEL, BEEXE# (Schema
Theory) . % #Z# (Genre Theory) , AR F Kk i&i&E6 G LM E LGRS,
B A IEEGEEMILCRANB T, ZNEEEANLE T 44 Michel
Foucault) f= & #k4 (M. M. Bakhtin) #9135 %48, Rz HeR, Xk
ik Fe B TRACRA T AN B §i5i5E AR, @ ELsTEE Mk
—FHAGH R X RAE T D LHEER, SR, AFHERMELE
EERAREANFTRBNGE, R, RiZffE: MEANN B FEZES
NIRE IR, FLRAL 6552 EH,

FWE. EEMNARREA 2, EiEEHRFHAR, EEIWFT
BT A KA EE A RF B SRR ETHERET
BEAEXRAELEAISER, LEZEATFX—5AR, AEREEN
W TEEIMEIERSFPHREA, 2 20EWHY . 1)iEEHE
EEREPORR; 2 EEIHERALKE PO RA; 3)iEESHEE
BERHRA; 4)EEIMEDERFEPHER, AFAEMT R



VA R4, (LB A B L PRI BR T A EE TR (L2 5MEH
F) QIR AR 89 TAEA BB E AR R, BATLIEE B S 0935350
MR RR B LR B EAGETHF P L, MERE G IMER S
EREFRE L ERHE I,

FRF: AFEF - FHEIM I RO At RE B85
RAniEdE, REZEARRBEGRE, KM “RE—#&K, BLIX" | £
LM SR WIRE B E . AL AP R A2 oW ik S 2437
HiEE . BUEEE, SMREE, T AEE, RS ERMAEEE LA
BATT 547, B PRIAT EEIMHREE L Fo o A ME,

A BRI PRINTHRERFFHEREG LD E, Ak
ATRCHBEFME,

WT AT RE R, PTRRBAFIROHE A AR, $PEHR
J e EFFR, PO RiEE IR E,

ik &
2009 4 2 H TR ks



Contents

e :
Part One Discourse Analysis Theory
Chapter 1 An Introduction to Discourse AnalysiS............ccooeeeeeemmnnees 3
1.0 INtTOAUCHON .....ooo ettt see e ses s

1.1 Definition of discourse

1.2 Discourse analysis: its definition and development................cccoo....... 7
1.3 “Text”, “context” and “diSCOULSE” ........oovwereerereerereeeooeoeeoeeoeoeeoeeoeeeeeon 11
1.4 Anunderstanding of DA as a diSCIPINe .............oovveeerveeerereeessressens 13
1.5 Conversation analysis and conversational principles....................cc....... 15
15.1 Conversation analysis.............cc..creesesnrrssmensesssssenssesssesssssesenns 16
15.2  Conversational Principles .............uverveererreeeseseerseeeeesssesserssesssnns 19
1.6 Eclecticism in diScourse analysis...........oo...eeeveeeveeeenreeesoesseesesssesssnnons 23
L7 DA an0 PrAZMAIES .y msssssssssssosssssssis e G mamessmmessemoreassssssesssssorass 27
Chapter2 Methodology of Discourse Analysis 29
2.0 INEOAUCHON .oo..eveviriaticirnecemsceenesesnnsisssssseesessessessssssenmesesssssssensessesssssasesees 29
2.1 Methods of doing discourse analysis.....................c..coeveerrererrsrseermrrren, 29

2.1.1 Structural discourse analysis..........

2.1.2  Socio-cultural discourse analysis

213 Cognitive discourse analysis...............

2.14 Critical discourse analysis

2.1.5 Integrated discourse analysis
2.2 Understanding the methods ...........ccc.oooveveereeeeeoeerreeseennnn,

22.1 INterms Of fOCUS .....ceueermecmrrernnrinsirnesessstssseessecsnasesesseeseessenns

222 INterms Of @iM.....ceceeeceeeeeeeceeeee e e



oAn Introduction to Discourse Analysis

2.3 SUMIMATY c..voeessmmssssssissesssinsonssonsesssssss soissosssssors sisss ssvasnessiasssnsssiusiesssussssionises 40
Chapter 3 Theoretical Thoughts about Discourse ..........cccecvuvercnenee 41
N e oe 15 e o e e 41
31 Speech act theOTY iouusssmsmissmsmssmnssansmms s 42
3.2 Cooperative principle theory ... 46
3.3 Face and politeness principle theory ... 49
B4  ReleVatice theOnY vss:swvuumsvivsisssisssnissirtorivmeesms e ssssesssises sassnaaesssm e simsssaness 53
3.5 The study of stylistic variation and registers.............cccccoeuvuvvireunereiruennns 56
3.6 Schema theory ...
3.6.1 The terminology of schema theory
3.62 Bvidence forScemMata: . usmmumsismsnimminisminimsinis s
3.6.3 The origins of schema theory .........cccccciervcncnenecrnenierseennne 66
3.7 Post-structuralist theory about discourse ...........ccccccceueveivciininininicnnnnns 67
3.7.1 Michel Foucault’s thoughts about discourse ..........cccccooeuurruerunnnnn. 70
3.7.2 M. M. Bakhtin’s dialogic view on discourse.............ccceveurvuruninnnne 73
3.8 Genre thEOTIes .........cccuiiiiiiiiciiiseceereeeere e nee e ssesens 76
3:8.1. The problem of definftion . ssnwsmmmamnrmsmmrammamares 76
8:8.2 Definitions in applied HNGUISHES ... mmsrsemimssssmssnsissanssssssssssassaes 78
3.8.3 Systems of genre studies.........ccccceuvieueiniunieiciiininicncee e 81
3.9 SUMMAIY cocoveveereveveeeesseseseseeessssssessessssssssssssssssssess s ssssseessssnssesssseee 93

Chapter 4 Discourse Analysis and Second Language Teaching... 95

UEI Tl o s Kb e T e e S e o i e e 95
4.1 Application of discourse analysis to grammar teaching ...........cc.cc..... 97
4.2 Application of discourse analysis to vocabulary teaching................... 99
4.3 Application of discourse analysis to text interpretation teaching..... 101
431 Top-down and bottom-up text processing............ceceeeeueceecuvuneees 102
4.3.2  TYPES Of LEXL....cucuurcecrirencriircrieietereeesensesesessasesssesesaeseseasesssnmesens 103

4.3.3 PatteInSin teXti .o omseormsessssssisonsvisnsnisnsasoibiinsiostidessistotGatesihnssnannrian 104



Contents m

4.4 Application of discourse analysis to conversational interaction

Part Two Cases Analysis

Chapter 5 Discourse Types 111
O T )T Gl U 1 e 111
5.1 INews discotirse analysiSia. .o wsstamassaommansarmisiviss 111

501 Vocabulary analysis ....cssewisammssminsimomsmssrassmnssssiasyezs 112
5.1.2 Word feattires ........ccocuremiimreciiiiecccs s 117
51.3 Syntactical ANAlYSIS .comuimminmmsmssmmssnsionisamisisismissssives 119
5:2. Public discourse analysis::sunausmmsnmmmmmams s asmmisramsrss 120
52.1 Modal verb analysis.........ccccooeivriviunininiinmiiinininicissscsenenes 121
522 Analysis of PTONOUI i:evsscesssusesssssssssssssvspssnsisissassssaspsssessisssessussssisosss 122
5.3 Advertising discourseanalysis ..smassnnmasmmsssmnnmnnamm 125
53.1 Lexical features ......... 126
5.3.2 Syntactic features in advertising discourse ..........c.ceeveurrrriinrinnncs 144
5.3.3 Rhetorical features in advertising discourse...........cccceuevcrriiunee 147
5.4 Diplomatic discourse analysis ..........cccccoerierniriniinninineiecscceenns 152
54.1 Forms of achieving vagueness in diplomatic discourse............... 155
5.4.2 Functions of vagueness in diplomatic discourse............cccccucuucece 161
5.5 Teacher-student discourse analysis ...........cccoeevicurieernincicnnenes ..163
5.5.1 Elements of structure in classroom interaction................... .. 164
55.2  Classes Of aCtS ........cocurvueurruevcuinciiciicicicseccscese s ... 167
55.3 Classes of moves.... ..168
554 (Classesof eXChanges ... csessesissmsisnisesiosssmssnstsssssionsiosssssassnsssssassss 170
5.6 Humorous discourse analysis...........cccocovurueiinininniciiniinniscnns 172
5.6.1 Remarkable characteristics of humor.........ccccccovvviiciccicncennnns 174
5.6.2 Cooperative principle'and humor s ssmmswimasmssmmmmimn 175
5.6.3 Speech act and humMOTr ..o 178

5.7 Network diScOUTSe aNAlYSIS ..cussmosesssssssmsusssrssssassssnsssessnsssssevsassasvsss 179



@An Introduction to Discourse Analysis

5.7.1
85.7.2
5.7.3
5.7.4

Reasons for the formation of network discourse........................ 180
Development of network diSCOUTSE ..........ecmvvvoorvrooooo 181
Classifications of network vocabulary ..................cccoooooemrvvvvoonnn..... 182
Characteristics of network diSCOurse ..............oovvvvovmovvvoooooo 188

References 197




Part One Discourse Analysis Theory






An Introduction to Discourse Analysis

1.0 Introduction

As is known in the linguistic community, especially to those
whose interests in language is greatly function-oriented, the study of
Discourse Analysis (henceforth DA) has now turned into a growth
industry in linguistics, with numerous articles or monographs
appearing yearly. This book, which is intended to facilitating Chinese
postgraduates’ perception and approach to DA, comprises two parts,
with the first being a panoramic showcase of the landscape of DA,
and the second some sample illustrations of how discourses (both
written and spoken) could or should be tackled under the guidance of
those theoretic works that benefit the formation and development of
such a hybrid discipline as DA. To ease the transition between the two
parts, we will include in the first part a sketchy introduction of some
popular approaches to DA. Now that the approaches, various as it
may be, cannot be accounted for without reference to the
hitherto-gained cognitive insights into people’s language use, the first
part will also accommodate an elaboration on some theoretical
thinking about discourse. In addition, as a vast store of knowledge of
DA is of special importance to those who are engaged in language
teaching, the first part also ventures some tentatives concerning how
knowledge of discourse analysis could be applied to the teaching of a
foreign language.
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1.1 Definition of discourse

Since its introduction to modern science the term “discourse” has
taken on various, sometimes very broad, meanings. In order to specify
which of the numerous senses is adopted in the following exposition, it
has to be subjected to a priori definition. Originally the word
“discourse” comes from Latin “discursus” which denotes “conversation,
speech”. A later image of discourse is as a combination of both spoken
and written texts, which allows us to describe discourse as “all forms of
spoken interaction, and written texts of all kinds” (Potter & Wetherell,
1987: 7). Such definitions focus on discourse as the study about language,
and many discursive works adopt such a perspective. Later
developments have brought new insights, and discourse is referred to as
practices of talking and writing which bring objects into being through
the production, dissemination, and consumption of texts (Hardy, 2001).
In this sense, discourse is viewed as “a system of texts that brings objects
into being” (2001: 26). The goal of the discourse analyst, therefore, is to
explore the relationship between discourse and reality, interpret a
hidden meaning, and mediate it between the past and the present.

The concrete representation of discourses is texts, or discursive
“units”. They may have a variety of forms: formal written records,
such as news information, company statements and reports, academic
papers; spoken words, pictures, symbols, artifacts, transcripts of social
interactions such as conversations, focus group discussions, and
individual interviews; or involve media such as TV programs,
advertisements, magazines, novels, etc. In facts, texts are depositories
of discourses, they “store” complex social meanings produced in a
particular historical situation that involves individual producer of a
text unit, and social surrounds that are appealed to the play.

Texts are almost irrelevant if taken individually. It is only their
interconnection that makes discourse analysis valuable. Discursive
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activity does not occur in a vacuum, and discourse itself does not hold
a meaning. Accordingly, if we are to understand discourses, we must
also understand the context, in which they arise (Van Dijk, 1997;
Titscher et al., 2000). Exploration of the interplay between discourse,
text, and context builds the focus of the discourse analysis. Therefore,
while doing discourse analysis, we should examine the context in
which the texts are found and discourses are produced. Moreover,
while doing discourse analysis, we should always bear in mind the
following six “creeds”.

1) Discourse is shaped by the world, and discourse shapes the
world.

2) Discourse is shaped by language, and discourse shapes
language.

3) Discourse is shaped by participants, and discourse shapes
participants.

4) Discourse is shaped by prior discourse, and discourse shapes
the possibilities for future discourse.

5) Discourse is shaped by its medium, and discourse shapes the
possibilities of its medium.

6) Discourse is shaped by purpose, and discourse shapes
possible purposes.

Since it is not easy to unambiguously clarify what a discourse is,
it seems reasonable to describe features which are mutual to all its
kinds. To do it thoroughly, Saussurean concepts of langue and parole
are of use. Ferdinand de Saussure divided the broad meaning of
language into langue, which is understood as a system that enables
people to speak as they do, and parole — a particular set of produced
statements. Following this division discourse relates more to parole,

for it always occurs in time and is internally characterized by
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successively developing expressions in which the meaning of the
latter is influenced by the former, while langue is abstract. To list
some additional traits: discourse is always produced by somebody
whose identity, as well as the identity of the interpreter, is significant
for the proper understanding of the message. On the other hand,
langue is impersonal, that is to say, more universal, due to society.
Furthermore, discourse always happens in either physical, or
linguistic context and within a meaningful fixed time, whereas langue
does not refer to anything. Consequently, only discourse may convey
messages thanks to langue which is its framework.

Seven criteria which have to be fulfilled to qualify either a written
or a spoken text as a discourse have been suggested by Beaugrande
(1981). These include:

1) Cohesion: grammatical relationship between parts of a sentence
essential for its interpretation;

2) Coherence: the order of statements relates one another by sense;

3) Intentionality: the message has to be conveyed deliberately
and consciously;

4) Acceptability: indicating that the communicative product
needs to be satisfactory in that the audience
approves it;

5) Informativeness: some new information has to be included in
the discourse;

6) Situationality: circumstances in which the remark is made are
important;

7) Intertextuality: reference to the world outside the text or the
interpreters’ schemata.



