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Unit One  Watching TV 1

Unit One

Watching TV

jreeRe Il Introduction

( Watching TV is the main source of entertainment for most families. )

Television is now playing a very important part in our lives. But television, like other
things, has both advantages and disadvantages. Do the former outweigh' the latter?

Firstly , television is not only a convenient’ source of entertainment’ , but also a com-
paratively cheap one. All you need to have is a television set and an antenna’ or ca-

ble satellite connections, and then you can enjoy TV programs from the whole world.
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You can sit comfortably at home with almost unlimited entertainment and information
available® instead of going out searching for amusement® elsewhere. You don't have to
pay for expensive seats at the theater, the cinema or the opera. All you need to do is
to push a button, and then you can watch wonderful plays, films, operas, and the
latest exiting football games, not to mention the political discussions. Briefly, you
can be completely passive and have everything presented’ to you without any effort on

your part.

Secondly, it keeps one informed® about current affairs. It allows one to follow the lat-
est developments in science, politics, culture, economics, and so on. You can un-
derstand different cultures and customs as TV brings the most distant countries and
the strangest cultures into your sitting room. Moreover, it's very realistic, vivid and
alive on TV, just as if you were in the real situations. In one way, TV shortens the dis-

tance between countries and improves the understanding between different countries.

Television can also be used for study. This method is used by the Open University
students or in distance education. Many students have obtained college degrees
through study using TV. Nowadays, many primary and middle school students are
having classes through television. During SARS in 2003, primary school students in
Beijing were forced to stay at home and study using television instead of going to
school for the fear that they might be infected’ by SARS.

Television is a good companion' for the old, children and housewives, and lonely
people. When these people have nothing to do and feel very tired, probably the easi-
est and the most convenient thing for them to do is to turn on TV and just watch it,

and then time will pass very quickly before they notice it.

However, there are many other arguments against television. Firstly, television is al-
ways blamed because it wastes large amount of people’s time. In order to watch their
favorite TV programs, some people put down or delay their important work. Some peo-
ple even stay before the television for more than ten hours at one time without any
break. For instance, during the Olympic Games and other significant” matches,
some sports fans would love to watch television all the time, and some people even

wait until very late at night or they would get up at midnight to enjoy the wonderful
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games. Children can be addicted to watching television and they are likely to neg-

lect™ their studies.

The quality of television programs is often under criticism'”. Although we have a large
number of channels, sometimes you may feel very disappointed' that no TV programs
are suitable for you. The TV programs on every channel are similar or identical.
Some TV programs are very old, and you can find no creativity and novelty" in them.
Besides, people often complain that there are too many troublesome advertisements or

commercials'® , which often interrupt the programs.

Sometimes TV misleads children, and too much violence and blood is harmful to the
healthy development of adolescents”. In order to improve the audience rating. some
commercial plays abound” with blood, sex and violence, which may affect the
healthy growth of children, as they can't distinguish” fiction from reality. Once, a
little girl imitated suicide seen on television and she hanged herself. It really should

be noticed that television is influencing children greatly and can be misleading them.

Since television has both advantages and disadvantages, can we say it is good or bad?
I think we should realize that television in itself is neither good nor bad. It depends

on how we use it.

Past Two [KETIIIT

¢ Blank Filling

Directions: Listen to this conversation three times. The first time, listen to get the gen-
eral idea; the second time, the tape will be stopped frequently. During the pauses, fill
in the blanks with what you hear from the tape.

The last time, listen to the whole conversation again to check your answers.

( Two students are talking about news sources. )
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(Watching TV may distract students from studying. )

: In modern society, we have all kinds of news sources. We have radio, TV, the
Internet, magazines, newspapers, etc.

: Yes. But what is 1 for most people today, do you know?

: I bet it's TV, Is that true? Because nearly all families have TV sets at home and
almost all people watch TV, 2 . Even very old people can understand
TV, and it seems that little babies like watching TV, too.

: What you say is quite right. According to a recent survey, nearly 72 percent of
people watch TV, and only 12 percent read newspapers for daily news.

: Oh, perhaps that’s because TV is a very 3 for news and entertainment.
You just need to buy a TV, pay little money, and then you can enjoy thousands
of TV programs.

: You have a point there. Besides, when it comes to getting daily news, I'll say
nothing is 4 . Turn on TV, and you will see what’s going on all over the
world in vivid pictures.

: You're right about that,and TV can provide the latest news, domestic and over-
seas—no other media can match it in speed.

: That’s true. Although the Internet can do this as well, I doubt if anybody has the
mood to 5 before a computer’s screen the minute he gets up.

: Through watching TV, we can get a feeling of being personally at the scene. For

example, the opening ceremony of the Olympic Games looks more attractive than
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the boring words or on the computer screen.

: | get the same feeling as you when I watch the Olympic Games or important inter-

national sports events. I can sense the 6 while watching our athletes stri-
ving for their gold medals. Many times, when I see our national flag rising and

hear our national anthem playing during Olympic Games, I am moved to tears.

: Another advantage of watching TV is that it's 7 . T can sit or even lie in

bed to watch what is going on around the world. All [ have to do is to press a but-
ton in the remote controller. So I can keep my hands free to help myself to some

fruit or a cup of tea.

: I'll go along with that. Actually we can get relaxed when we watch TV, as we

don’t need to think actively.

: Do you think it's a good idea to get a TV set for our dorm?
B.

Great!

.

o \\

( Watching too much TV is bad for health. )
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Directions : Read the following passages, and complete the comprehension and discus-
sion questions after the passages. You can also use the information in these passages for

your later discussion.

* Passage One Advantages and disadvantages
of watching TV

N . . .. . 20 .. .
From my point of view, television exemplifies™ unlimited source of various news and

knowledge showing aspects of our lives.

As many people know, we can divide watching TV into situations where it is useful
and helpful for us and those unfortunately harmful. 1 will start with the good points. 1
can only say, that [ usually derive beneficial” information from this kind of mass
media. Some programs really deserve™ our attention. Within a space of vear digital
TV has appeared. It brought more interactive functions, so we are capable of being
involved in the action ( for instance, maybe in future we will be able to move a cam-
era in the movie) ,sounds good,doesn’t it? Now you do nat have to be a passive vie-
wer—at last. Of course, only in a specific dimension, now. It is clear that we have
to pay for these extra options, but that should not be a hindrance™. We ought not to
forget that TV has an extraordinary level. For example:if vou dream of journeying a-
round the world to see many countries with a lot of attractions, 1 suggest taking your
remote control and pressing an appropriate button: After this you can move into exotic
beauty. You can watch animals and the greatest monuments, let’s see ( National Geo-
graphic Channel?) . It will take you wherever you want to go. But if you have e-

nough money, throw away your TV-set, and take a plane to visit these places.

I do not want to write them( as far as I am concerned TV is my ally) , but I have to e-
numerate™ the bad points of TV. It is really necessary, even though a few people
worry about it. So what do we have here. .. ?

To begin with, we should mention problems caused by unsuitable programs , especially
for children (also X-rated, huh, huh). T think that parents have to supervise
children’s TV watching, because while they are rowing up, they are incredibly sus-

ceptible to everything which surrounds them. As a result, they can get into addic-




