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Editor’s Note

The Collection of the Mongolian Heroic Epic intends to cover all the
Mongolian epic pieces we have ever learned, except the three gigantic epic cy-
cles Jangar, Geser and Haan Harangui, In the present volume, 64 epic texts
were collected among the Mongols in China, and the rest, 19 epic texts came
from the Mongolia Republic, makes a total of 83 epic texts. More than half of
these texts are new materials to the public, and they appear exactly as what ep-
ic singers sang. The rest of them have been published here and there. We tried
our best to contact these printed versions’ collectors and editors, so as to ob-
tain their original text recordings, like manuscripts, transcriptions and tape re-
cordings. Unfortunately, we failed at the end. This explains why those entries
are the same as their originally printed format.

From the beginning of ‘the 20" century, European linguists, especially
Russian linguists, recorded and revealed tens of epic pieces with different writ-
ing systems. In this volume, we include 7 epic texts recorded by Finnish lin-
guist G. Ramstedt (1873-—1950) on his trips to the Mongolian regions from
1900 to 1909. We also include epic texts recorded by the Buriat scholar
Ts. Zhamtsarano (1880—1940), Belgium scholar A. Mostaert (1881—1971),
Russian scholar Bo. Ya. Vladimirtsov (1884—1931), N. Poppe (1897—1992),
B. Bambaev and a linguist from the Mongolian Republic Zh. Tsoloo. Their
contributions are originally in Latin, Cyrillic, and phonetic alphabet. We have
all those texts reverted into modern Mongolian script.

With Danish scholar Gronbech’s (1901—1957) suggestion, Lahbasurun-
jab and Gongchok recorded an epic Gal Méndér Qagan in 1938, which later
printed by Walther Heissig in 1977. Another epic text Eriin Sain Shiree Mer-
gen Han found in the Library of Academy of Inner Mongolia Social Sciences.
These two epics come out to China’s readers via this collection the very first
time.

Rinchindorji conducted a field trip in 1962, and recorded 23 epic texts in
Huuchin Bargu Banner, Hulun Boir Prefecture. And in August of 1978, he
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went to Bayanbulag, Bayangol Prefecture of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Re-
gion, collected 3 epic pieces, namely, Gang Hara Tebeg , Ebeldengiin Buural-
tai Ergiiii Gunan Hara , and Naran Han Kébiiiin. The texts printed here are
precisely transcribed from the original recordings.

Sechinbat recorded Han Chengel in 2005, this text is the original singing
without any adjustment. Furthermore, two scholars Tubai and Cholmon of a
Linguistic Investigation Team collected an epic Hiider Altai Haan in Subei
County, Gansu Province in 1957, is also exactly the form they recorded.

We carefully provide as much as possible the information about these epic
texts’ collector, recorder and editors’ names. And we also indicate the informa-

tion of publications of the first print, if applicable.

editor

May 2007 , Beijing
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