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PREFACE

In 1877, Herbert A. Giles (1845-1935) , a key member of
Her Britannic Majesty " s Consular Service in China, was sent by
his head-quarter “to make sure that the proclamation apologizing
for the murder of Margary had been duly posted” in the province
of Kuang-tung ( now known as Guangdong). Margary was a
British interpreter murdered by the locals earlier at the border of
Yiinnan. A treaty that ensued called for the proclamation, which
was to assure that foreigners would be fully protected, and the
postings were to be inspected from time to time. For three
weeks, Giles traveled overland from Swatow, where he was
stationed, to Canton ( Guangzhou ), the capital of the Kuang-
tung Province, for the inspection. By boat and sedan-chair, he
passed through what were then mostly new territories to
toreigners, presumably without the accompaniment of an official
interpreter owing to his mastery of the Chinese language. It was
a 500-mile trip, on which Giles developed an official report and
a colorful travelogue. The travelogue, reprinted herewith, is an
account of his personal experience written in the form of a diary,
recording his sentiments and remarks as he met and conversed

with many people during the journey. While he blended his
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observations in passages and narrations, he turned himself mnto a

witty , if not insightful, and skillful commentator, thus:.

The result of the system is evidently this; instead of a
large revenue flowing direct into the coffers of the
State, from which the pay of the executive, reduced
to the lowest possible figure, i1s drawn, we see In
China vast sums of money working their way upwards
from the people to the Throne, but so mutilated by
numerous and greedy hands on the way that the
ultimate residuum is barely sufficient for the luxuries
and vices of an eastern palace and leaves no balance
to be applied for the advantage of those to whom by
right every farthing of it belongs. (59-60)

It is the duty of the Emperor to surround himself with
the most talented of his subjects to aid him in the
administration of government; and it is their duty to
see that the districts confided to the care of each are
tranquil and undisturbed. Floods, drought, famine,
pestilence, and the whole category of national
misfortunes, are ranged under one convenient
heading—the Will of Heaven; manifested, say the
Chinese, in token of the mis-government of those in
high places. But the material prosperity of the
people—the producers, without whose labour the
baseless fabric of officialdom would crumble into

dust—that is but a paltry unit in the sum of mandarin



