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Preface

When writing about the hellenistic world it is not easy to strike a
balance between a chronological treatment of the political events,
and the discussion of special problems — whether those peculiar
to particular regions or those relevant to all areas. In this respect
the present book is not alone in being something of a
compromise. Furthermore its emphasis is largely on the third
and early-second centuries, since the main lines were laid down
then and the greatest achievements of the hellenistic world
belong to that period. I have also borne in mind the fact that the
later period, from the middie of the second century onwards,
during which the power of Rome became increasingly dominant
throughout the eastern Mediterranean, has already been treated
from the Roman aspect in another volume in the series.

The manuscript and proofs have been read by Dorothy
Crawford, to whose vigilance I owe many corrections; I have also
profited from many valuable suggestions which she made,
especially in the parts concerned with Ptolemaic Egypt. Oswyn
Murray also read the manuscript and suggested several
improvements, for which I am grateful. 1 should also like to
express my debt to the published works of Anthony Long and
Geoffrey Lloyd, which have been reliable guides in areas where I
was less at home. Other debts are to the Coin Department of the
Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge, for the photographs of coins
and to the Museum of Classical Archaeology, Cambridge, for the
rest of the photographs; in particular I wish to thank Professor
Snodgrass, Mr T. Volk and Mr E. E. Jones. The photograph of
the inscription from Ai Khanum is reproduced by permission of
Professor A. Dupont-Sommer, given on behalf of the Académie
des Inscriptions et Belles Lettres, Paris; I should like to thank
him warmly too. Finally I am grateful to Miss Helen Fraser and
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the staff of Fontana Paperbacks and in particular to Miss Lynn
Blowers for their help in getting the book out.

For any readers who wish to look at the original evidence
quoted in the text I have provided a list at the end of the book
indicating where the various items are to be found, together with
further reading arranged under chapters and concentrating on
books and articles in English. I have ventured to include a few
titles in other languages, mainly French, where there was no
satisfactory English equivalent. Unless otherwise indicated all
dates are BC.

Cambridge
January 1980



