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F O RE W OR D

to acquaint foreign students and scholars with the main outlines of Ameri-

can literature and culture. The books contain primary readings from the
areas of literature, politics, the arts, thought, and popular culture of their respec-
tive periods. Volume 1, An Early American Reader, was edited by J. A. Leo
Lemay, H. F. duPont Winterthur Professor of English, University of Delaware.
M. Thomas Inge, Blackwell Professor for the Humanities, Randolph-Macon Col-
lege, edited volume 2, A Nineteenth-Century American Reader. Volume 3, A
Twentieth-Century American Reader, is under development by USIA staff.

The readings in each volume have been selected to provide an overview of the
evolution of American culture, emphasizing how a complex and diverse nation
emerged from a variety of ethnic backgrounds, interest groups, and lifestyles. The
books are thematically organized and include introductions to place each excerpt
in historical context. Period illustrations complement the texts in order to enhance
the student’s understanding of the United States.

The series brings together readings and documents that it would be impossible to
obtain individually for a course, and the thematic organization should assist in-
structors in developing curricula. We are confident that the books will be an impor-
tant addition to the bibliography of volumes available for the study of the United
States throughout the world.

T he American Reader Series is a three-volume set of anthologies designed

Perry Frank
Project Editor
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P R FE F A C FE

of readings, drawing on literary and historical documents, in an attempt
to suggest rather broadly the dominant patterns of American thought
during one century of national development. Since immediacy rather than perspec-
tive is the major aim, I have drawn on primary rather than secondary material. In
fact, everything is primary except for things that, while secondary, are also clas-
sics and, therefore, in some sense primary—for example, Turner on the frontier.

There is no intent to argue for or support any particular point of view regarding
history or events. Thus the presence of Turner, or Pollard on the Civil War, is in-
tended to provide points for further study and readings and not to affirm the schools
of historiography that they represent. I have tried to collect “think” pieces that can
stand critical analysis and reflect trends of thought rather than provide materials for
a full coverage of our national development in the nineteenth century.

Literature of all kinds is represented: essays, speeches, criticism, documents,
letters, autobiography, personal narrative, fiction, poetry, ballads, satire, and so
forth. Wherever possible, the informal, personal, and concrete has been selected
rather than the formal, impersonal, and abstract.

While the volume has been controlled by outside chronological limits and a
roughly chronological order has been retained within units, the overall structure
has chiefly been determined by major intellectual movements and continuing is-
sues in American life. Thus, transcendentalism, realism, naturalism, indus-
trialism, and so forth have been controlling philosophic patterns, but within these
developments I have woven a series of issues that have remained constant through-
out our cultural and political growth—freedom versus authority, expansionism
versus isolationism, belief versus disbelief, and so forth. It is my hope that a care-
ful and intelligent use of these materials will enable the reader to perceive these
emerging patterns, attain a historical perspective through his own effort, and there-
by come to understand better what it means to be an American.

T he intent of A Nineteenth-Century American Reader is to provide a body

M. Thomas Inge

Robert Emory Blackwell Professor
of Humanities

Randolph-Macon College
Ashland, Virginia
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