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lInit One

Growing Up

Thomas  Edison(1847—1931),
American inventor, industrial
leader. Obtained 1,093 United
States patents, the most issued
to any individual.

From the moment a child is born, parents want to give him/her their best. They shower them
with love, wrap them in security, feed and comfort them and respond to all their needs.
However, on the pathway to growing up, the child may need to experience something else. In
growing up, they must learn to survive unaided not only physically but also emotionally and
socially. The earlier they begin, the better. Reading the two texts contained in this unit will give

ﬂ/ you Jorz’ t Leann to think when you ane
young, you may neven Leann.

— Thomas Edison

e FMREBREERFELES
* MHEALLET22F,
— Y e E

a better idea regarding the importance of this subject.
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Lead-in Listening

Listen to the passage for three times. Read the following statements and mark Y (for YES) if
the statement agrees with the information given in the passage or N (for NO) if the statement
contradicts the information given in the passage.

) 1. Crying for help can be more useful than courage and a spirit of independence.

) 2. Hong’s mother and younger brother stayed at home to take care of his father.

) 3. Hong did part-time jobs to feed his family and studied at college at the same time.
) 4. The father and the adopted sister had been abandoned.

) 5. Hong depended on himself and turned down donations from others.

o o s e e e AT

Speaking Activity

Giving Reasons

Sample dialogue

Read the following conversation from a departmental reception for new students. Pay
close attention to how the speakers ask “why” questions and give reasons.

Dr. Smith:  Hello, are you Chinese?

Wang: Yes, I am.

Dr. Smith:  That’s good. Why did you decide to come to this part of the country to study?

Wang: Well, everyone goes to London. It’ s full of foreign students! We’ Il never get to
know the real England there, and we’ 1l end up speaking our own languages as
well.

Dr. Smith: ~ Well, you could be right there. What do you think of the local accent here? Has it o
been causing you any problems?

Wang: Well, I think it”s just a matter of getting used to it, isn’ t it? I am quite surprised .

how different the accents are in a small country like En,
like them. Just like in Chinese, the nmﬁﬁm accents are
ern accents are, well, gentle. BD ;ﬁ)‘u have pfob ::- vitl
Dr. Smith:  Not really ... Well, somenWy, yes ha-he

you to some local students‘here - W 2

T u

liutlhave leamt& s
'., thesouth- &




~ UnitOne GrowingUp

Guided Practice

Directions: Imagine yourself arriving at London Airport. You have come to study for a year.
The Immigration Officer asks you a few questions to which you answer truthfully. Invite the
classmate sitting next to you to be the Immigration Officer and role play the comversation
between you and the officer. You may use the following tips to help you.

I see you’ ve got much luggage with you. Why’s that?
Because ...

... that’s why.

... may explain why ...
Contribute to ...

Due to ....

Owing to ...

Give rise to ...

Text A

Pre-reading questions
1. What do you think of your parents? How do you define a bad mother or father?
2. When did you start to go to school on your own? Describe this experience to the class.

Once upon a time there was a baby eagle living in a nest perched on a cliff overlooking a
beautiful valley with waterfalls and streams, trees and lots of little animals, running about
enjoying their lives.

The baby eagle was fond of the nest. It was the only world he had ever known thus far. It
was warm and comfortable. It had a great view, and even better, in it, he had all the food, love
and attention that a great mother eagle could provide. Many times each day the mother would
swoop down from the sky and land in the nest and feed the baby eagle delicious morsels of
food. She was like a god to him. He had no idea where she came from or how she worked her
magic. All he could do was to wait for his great mother eagle to provide for him.

The baby eagle was hungry all the time, and the mother eagle would always come just in
time with the food and love and attention he craved. As time went by, the baby eagle grew big
and strong. At the same time, his vision grew very sharp. He felt good all the time.

Until one day, the mother stopped coming to the nest.

“Where is my mother? It has been a long time since the last time she came to the nest.” The

3
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baby eagle said to himself.

The baby eagle was hungry. “I’ m sure to die,” said the baby eagle, again and again.

“Very soon, death is coming,” he cried, with tears streaming down his face. Over and over.
But there was no one there to hear him. Poor little eagle was lonely and desperate.

Then one day the mother eagle appeared at the top of the mountain cliff, with a big bowl of
delicious food. She looked down at her baby and the baby looked up at the mother and cried,
“Why did you abandon me? I’ m going to die at any minute. How could you do this to me?”

The mother said, “Here is some very tasty and nourishing food, all you have to do is come
and get it.”

“Come and get it?” said the baby, in anger. “How can I get there?”

The mother flew away, leaving the baby eagle alone.

The baby cried and cried and cried, but the mother eagle did not come back.

”

A few days later, the baby eagle decided to give in, “I’m going to end it all,” “I give up. It
is time for me to die.”

He didn’t know his mother was nearby. She swooped down to the nest with his last meal.

“Eat this, it’s your last meal.” she said.

The baby cried, but he ate and whined and whined about what a bad mother she was.

“You’re a terrible mother,” he said.

The mother eagle did not respond to his cries but instead pushed him out of the nest!

He fell.

Head first.

Picked up speed.

Faster and faster.

He screamed. “I’m dying, I’ m dying.” he kept on crying. He picked up more speed all the
way down.

All the while he kept shouting at his mother, “How could you do this to me?”

He looked down.

The ground rushed closer, faster and faster. He could visualize his own death so clearly,
coming so soon, and cried and whined and complained. “This isn’t fair!” he screamed.

Then something strange began to happen.

The air suddenly caught behind his arms and they snapped away from his body, with a
feeling unlike anything he had ever experienced. He looked down and saw the sky. He wasn’t
moving towards the ground anymore. On the contrary, his eyes were pointed up at the sun. The
beautiful scenery of the horizon astonished the baby eagle.

“Huh?” he said. “What is going on here?”

“You’re flying,” his mother said.

“This is fun!” laughed the baby eagle, as he soared and dived and swooped.

“Yes, it is!” said the mother.



nest

perch

overlook

waterfall

stream

comfortable

view

provide

Swoop

delicious
morsel

magic

crave

/nest/

/p3:tf/

/klxf/

/ ,ouva'luk/

/'wo:tafa:l/

/stri:m/

/"kamftobl/

/vju:/

/pra‘vaid/

/swu:p/

/dr'l1fas/
/'mo:sl/

/'meed3ik/

/krerv/

adj.

adj.

Unit One Growing Up

[C] a hollow place or structure that a bird
makes or chooses for laying its eggs in and
sheltering its young & §i; &%

to be placed on the top or the edge of sth & T
(Wi b= )

a high area of rock with a very steep side,
often at the edge of the sea or ocean (‘% #8161
55121 )8 5 U BE

if a building etc, overlooks a place, you can
see that place from the building {1 ; kA2

a place where a stream or river falls from a
high place, for example over a cliff or rock %
il

a small narrow river /MA[ ; &

to move or pour out in a continuous flow; to
produce a continuous flow of liquid or gas i ;
Hish; Hi

feeling pleasantly physically relaxed; warm
enough, without pain i PN B ; &7 AR B4 ; %2
[C] what you can see from a particular place
or position, especially beautiful countryside ( A\
FAFERR)F, Mg ; (JUds) 8185

to give sth to sb or make it available for them
to use $24t; LR ; 45T

(of a bird or plane) to fly quickly and suddenly
downwards, especially in order to attack sb/sth
(JtdE R 7 28 ) ) T4 s 4fF v

having a very pleasant taste or smell 3B ] ;
A 2505 1Y

a small amount or a piece of sth, especially
food D& ; —HR(EW)

[U] the secret power of appearing to make
impossible things happen by saying special
words or doing special things ¥ ; A ; A
to have a very strong desire for sth &2 ; #21
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vision

abandon

tasty
nourish
whine

scream

visualize
complain

snap

point

soar

dive

/'vizn/

/a'baendan/

/"tersti/

/'nAr1f/

/wain/

/skri:m/

/'vizuslarz/

/kom 'plem/

/sneep/

/point/

/sa:(r)/

/darv/

FARSH

adj.

[U] the ability to see; the area that you can see
from a particular position fi /7 ; #

to leave sb, especially sb you are responsible
for, with no intention or returning (/A1 5¢4F .
M54 )BT 13 5T

having a strong and pleasant flavor 3¢ ¥ f#*] ; ]
BV VALY

to keep a person , an animal or a plant alive
and healthy with food, etc. Y657 ; %55 55 5

to complain in an annoying, crying voice 5¢5¢
Wi I 5 S IR

to give a loud, high cry, because you are hurt,
frightened, excited, etc. ([ 4598 . F 11 . ¥ 3h
)Ry

to form a picture of sb/sth in your mind fifi J£ %
(ATE 3L )5 8872

to say that you are annoyed, unhappy or not
satisfied about sb/sth {3 4% ; 4% ; & 425K

to move, or to move sth, into a particular
position quickly, especially with a sudden
sharp noise (fSi MfiHh ) ¥THF ; 5% b s B sh B HAif
B

to stretch out your finger or sth held in your
hand towards sb/sth in order to show sb where
a person or thing is (FF48 L Siik) 45 ; 5
li]

to rise quickly and smoothly up into the air F}
= T

to go steeply down through the air {ff#f

once upon a time: mused to indicate that something happened or existed a long time ago or in

an imaginary world (often at the beginning of children’s stories) MHij

run about: to run in an area without a definite direction or purpose FL#l
just in time: not late; with enough time to be able to do sth kA5 K ; Bk
whine about: to complain in an annoying way about something unimportant & Z=5%%

pick up speed: to go faster filli#



Ry B0 i

gl
4

» Unit One Growing Up <

Key Sentences

1. Once upon a time there was a baby eagle living in a nest perched on a cliff overlooking
a beautiful valley with waterfalls and streams, trees and lots of little animals, running
about enjoying their lives.

Paraphrase: A long time ago, there was a baby eagle living in a nest built on a
cliff. Looking down from the cliff, he can see a beautiful valley. There were water-
falls, streams, trees and various little animals. They all lived a happy life.

2. The air caught behind his arms and they snapped away from his body, with a feeling
unlike anything he had ever experienced.

Paraphrase: The baby eagle’ s wings were held up by the air around his body then

he could spread them. It was a fresh experience for him.

I. Checking Your Comprehension
Directions: Choose the best answer to each question with the information from the passage.
1. According to the passage, the baby eagle was living a in general.
A) happy life with all the food, love and attention
B) hard life because he was hungry
C) boring life for he had to stay in the nest
D) lonely life because he had no friends
2. According to the passage, is true about the baby eagle.
A) He loved the nest because he shared it with others
B) He didn’t give up or cry after his mother left
C) He grew strong and his vision became sha
D) He didn’t eat the last meal
3. The baby eagle when the mo
A) searched for a new nest to live in
B) still liked his mother and was grate
C) understood his mother’s behavmr
D) thought she was a bad moth
4. The baby eagle  after th
A) fell onto the ground quickly and dled
B) screamed and the mother cam@. to save him %)

C) flew as his arms snapped away* from his body B o
D) soared to the sky without any dlfﬁculiy :;-ﬂ : k




