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Author’s Note

Since this is a romance, I make no apology for not de-
picting the actual horrors of child abuse. I do apologize,
however, if anyone reads this and believes that abused
children can overcome their devastating emotional scars
simply through their own motivation. Miracles can happen,
but generally it requires the intervention of a third party.

Instead of offering actual scenes of abuse, I have at-
tempted to portray the results of abuse through my charac-
ters. Children who suffer rejection from their families are
frequently hostile and aggressive, emotionally unstable,
lack self-esteem, and have a negative view of the world.
Neglect often resuits in antisocial behavior, indulgence in
drugs or alcohol, and inappropriate behavior such as fight-
ing and recklessness. Often, a child who has never been
praised for good behavior but is constantly punished for
perceived faults will think the attention he receives for
misbehaving is reason to continue the bad behavior.

With that kind of background, it is no wonder that
abused children often grow into adults who cannot deal
with life in any normal fashion. Girls, in particular, seck
approval. As women, they continue seeking the approval of
the kind of men who most resembile the parent who rejected
them, thus inviting further abuse. Boys, being more aggres-
sive, tend to take the opposite route. As men, their behavior
is hostile, and they seek the kind of women who lack the self-
esteem to fight back, women often like their mothers.

My characters may overcome these handicaps through
their own strength of character and with the help of
outside forces, but in reality, abused children, abused
spouses, and their abusers need the kind of counseling
the 1860s couldn’t provide.
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PASSION RIDES THE PAST

O TIMELESS by Jasmine Cresswell. Robyn Delany is a thoroughly mod-
ern woman who doesn’t believe in the supernatural and who is also
beginning to. believe that true love is just as much of a fantasy—
until she is thrust into 18th-century England.  (404602—$4.99)

0O NO BRIGHTER DREAM by Katherine Kingsley. When Andre de Saint-
Simon discovers that Ali, the mysterious young woman whose life
he has saved while on his travels, is the long-lost daughter of his
mentor, he promptly returns her to England. But Ali knows that
Andre is her destiny and arranges his marriage—to herself.

(405129—%4.99)

O NO SWEETER HEAVEN by Katherine Kingsley. Pascal LaMartine and
Elizabeth Bowes had nothing in common until the day she acciden-
tally landed at his feet, and looked up into the face of a faflen
angel. Drawn in to a dangerous battle of intrigue and wits, each
discovered how strong passion was ... and how perilous it can be.

(403665—$4.99)

*Prices slightly higher in Canada

Buy them at your local bookstore or use this convenient coupon for erdering.

PENGUIN USA
P.D. Box 999 — Dept. 117108
Bergenfield, New Jersey 87621

Please send me the books | have checked above.

| am enclosing $—_. {please add $2.00 to cover postage and handling). Send
check or money order (no cash or C.0.D.’s) or charge by Mastercard or VISA {with a $15.00
minimum). Prices and numbers are subject to change without notice.

E_ald * Exp. Date

Name.
Address._
City State Lip Code
For faster service when ordering by credit card call 1-800-253-8478
Allow a minimum of 4-6 weeks for delivery. This offer is subject to change without notice.




D 1opaz

TALES OF THE HEART

{3 CAPTIVE by Heather Graham. When sheltered Virginia beile Teela Warren gets a taste
of the lush, exotic Florida Territory, her senses are dazzied. But when she glimpses
haifbreed lames McKenzie, the most attractive man she's ever seen, her heart is in
danger. (406877—$6.99)

T A MAGICAL CHRISTMAS by Heather Graham. Jon and Julie Radcliff are facing the last
Christmas of a marriage in trouble. The love they once shared has been tattered by
time and torn apart by divergent goals. Their children are beginning to show the hurt
and confusion of their family'’s turmoil. Can a Christmas spent in an idyllic village
help them to discover that love lost can be found again? (407008—$14.95)

[ A TASTE OF HEAVEN by Alexis Marrington. Libby Ross came to Heavenly, Montana,
hoping for a new start, a family, children and a good place to raise them. What she
found was terrible. The cowboy who duped her into being his mail-order bride had
died, leaving her penniless with nowhere to go. That's when she heard about Lodestar
Ranch and its owner, Tyler Hollins. (406532—$5.50)

[J ANGEL BF SKYE by May Mcoldrick. Alec Machpherson, famed warrior chief of the
Highiands, has served King James IV of Scotiand with his sword. Now he would give
his very soul to protect Fiena, the spirited, red-haired lass from the isie of Skye. But
it will take Alec’s Highland strengths pitted against a foe's cruel ambitions to prove,
through blood and battle, which will reign—an army’s might or the powerful passions
of two lovers. (406745—$5.50)

(I PRINCE OF THE NIGKT by Jasmine Cressweil. The Count of Albion, sequestered in an
ltalian villa, hid his secrets well—until the beautiful Englishwoman, Miss Cordelia
Hope arrived. Irresistibly drawn to this cloaked, commanding count, Cordelia sensed
his pain and, in all her innocence, craved his touch. He would become her destiny—
the vampire whose love she was dying to possess. (405668—$4.99)

*Prices slightly higher in Canada
Buy them at your local booksters or use this convenient coupon for erdering.

PENQUIN USA
P.0. Box 988 — Dept. #17109
Sergenfisid, New Jersoy 07621

Please send me the hooks | have checked above.

1 am enclosing § (please add $2.00 to cover postage and handfing). Send
check or money order (no cash or C.0.D.’S) or charge by Mastercard or VISA (with a $15.00
minimum). Prices and numbers are subject to change without notice.

Card 2. Exp. Date
Signature_____

Name.

Address.

City State Zip Code

For faster service when ordering by credit card cali 1-880-253-6476
Allow a minimum of 4-6 weeks for delivery, This offer is subject to change without notice.
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Journeys of Passion and Desire

0 TOMORROW'S DREAMS hy Heather Cullman. Beautiful singer Penelope Parrish—the
darling of the New York stage——never forgot the night her golden life ended. The
handsome businessman Seth Tyler, whom she loved beyond all reason, hurled wild
accusations at her and walked out of her life. Years fater, when Penelope and Seth
meet again amid the boisterous uproar of a Denver dance hall, afl their repressed
passion struggles to break free once more. (406842—$5.50)

{J YESTERDAY'S ROSES by Weather Cuftman. Dr. Hallie Gardiner knows something is
terribly wrong with the handsome, haunted-looking man in the great San Francisco
mansion. The Civil War had wounded Jake “Young Midas” Parrish, just as it had Jeft
Serena, his once-beautiful bride, hopelessly lost in her private universe. But when
Serena is found mysteriously dead, Hallie finds herself falling in fove with Jake who
is now a murder suspect. (405749—%4.99)

{J LOVE ME TOMIGHT by Man Ryan. The war had robbed Helen Burke Courtney of her
money and her husband. All she had left was her coastal Alabama farm. Captain
Kurt Northway of the Union Army might be the answer to her prayers, or a way to get
to hell a little faster. She needed a man's help to plant her crops; she didn't know
if she could stand to have a damned handsome Yankee do it. (404831—$4.99)

[ FIRES OF HEAVEN by Chelley Kitzmifler. Independence Taylor had not been raised to
survive the rigors of the West, but she was determined to mend her relationship with
her father—even if it meant journeying across dangerous frontier to the Arizona
Territory. But nothing prepared her for the terrifying moment when fer wagon train
was attacked, and she was carried away from certain death by the mysterious Apache
known only as Shatto. (404548—$4.99)

0 RAWHIDE AND LACE by Margaret Brownley. Libby Summerhill couldn’t wait to get out
of Deadman’s Guich—a lawless mining town filled with gunfights, brawls, and uncivi-
lized mountain men—men like Logan St. John. He knew his town was no place for a
woman and the sooner Libby and her precious baby left for Boston, the better. But
how could he bare to lose this spirited woman who melted his heart of stone forever?

(804610—$4.99)

*Prices slightly higher in Canada
Buy them at your local bookstore or use this convenient coupon for ordering.

PENGUIN USA
P.0. Box 989 — Dept. #17108
Bergenfield, New Jersey 07621

Piease send me the books | have checked ahove.

1 am enclosing $. (please add $2.00 to cover postage and handling). Send
check or money order (no cash or C.0.D.’s) or charge by Mastercard or VISA (with a $15.00
minimum). Prices and numbers are subject to change without notice.

Card 4. Exp. Date
Signature,

Name.

Address

City State Zip Code
For faster service when ordering by credit card call 1-800-253-6476
Allow a minimum of 4-6 weeks for delivery. This offer is subject to change without notice.
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SIMMERING DESIRES

[1 HARVEST OF DREAMS by Jaroldeen Edwards. A magnificent saga of family threat-
ened both from within and without—and of the love and pride, streagth and
honor, that would make the ditference between tragedy and triumph.

(404742—$4.99)

[0 THE WARFIELD BRIDE by Bronwyn Witliams. None of the Warfield brothers expected
Hannah Ballinger to change their lives: none of them expected the joy she and
her new baby would bring to their household. But most of alf, Penn never expected
to lose his heart to the woman he wanted his brother to mary—a mail order
bride. “Delightful, heartwarming, a wioner'—Amanda Quick  (404556—$4.99)

L BEDEVILED by Bronwyn Williams. Flame-haired Annie 0'Neal and fiercely proud T'maho
Hamilton, who chose the path of his Indian forebears rather than his white father,
were as different as night and day. Tmaho taught Annie the power of desire, and
she showed him the meaning of love. But their fire was doused by the wealthy and
iron-willed Jackson Snell, who demanded Annie be his bride. Now Annie was tom
between the man she loved and the man it was folly to fight.  (404564—$4.99)

D3 WIND SONG by Margaret Brownley. When a feisty, red-haired schoolmarm arrives
in Colton, Kansas and finds the town burned to the ground, she is forced to live
with widower Luke Taylor and his young son, Matthew. Not only is she stealing
Matthew's heast, but she is also igniting a desire as dangerods as love in his
father's heart. (405269—$4.99)

{0 BECAUSE YOU'RE MINE by Nan Ryan. Golden-haired Sabella Rios vowed she would
seduce the handsome Burt Burnett into marrying her and become mistress of the
Lindo Vista ranch, which was rightfully hers. Sabella succeeded beyond her
dreams, but there was one thing she had not counted on. In Burt's caressing
arms, in his bed, her cold calculations turned into flames of passion as she fell
deeply in love with this man, this enemy of her family. (405951—$5.50)

*Prices slightly higher in Canada
Buy them at your iocal bookstore or use this convenient coupon for ordering.

PENGUIN USA
P.0. Box 999 — Dept. #17109
Bergenfield, New Jersey 07621

Please send me the books | have checked above.

I am enclosing $—— . (please add $2.00 to cover postage and handling). Send
check or money order (no cash or C.0.D.S) or charge by Mastercard or VISA (with a $15.00
minimum). Prices and numbers are subject to change without notice.

Card #. Exp. Date
Signature.
Name.
Address.

City State 2ip Code

For faster service when ordering by credit card call 1-800-253-6476
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WE NEED YOUR HELP

To continue to bring you quality romance
that meets your personal expectations,
we at TOPAZ books want to hear from you.
Help us by filling out this questionnaire, and in exchange
we will give you a freé@ gift as a token of our gratitude.

o Is this the first TOPAZ book you've purchased? (ciicle one)
YES NO
The title and author of this book is:
« if this was not the first TOPAZ book you've purchased, how many have
you bought in the post year?
a:0-5 b6-10 c moethanl0 d more than 20

« How many romances in total did you buy in the past year?
a:0-5 b:6-10 c: moethan 10  d: more than 20

o How would you rate your overall satisfaction with this book?
a: Excellent b: Good c: Fair d: Poor

* What was the main reason you bought this book?

a: it is 0 TOPAZ novel, and | know that TOPAZ stands
for quality romance fiction
b: {liked the cover

e: | really liked the setti
f: 1love the cover models
: Other:

[o X
* Where did you buy this TOPAZ novel?

a: Bookstore  b: Aiport ¢ Warehouse Club

d: g?hponmentStore ©: Supermarket f Drugstore

g er:

« Did you pay the full. cover price for this TOPAZ novel? (circle one)

YES NO
if you did not, what price did you pay? :

¢ Who are your favorite TOPAZ authors? (Plecse list)

+ How did you fist hear about TOPAZ books?
a: | saw the books in a bookstore
b: i saw the TOPAZ Man on TV or at a signing
c: A friend told me gbout TOPAZ
d: | saw an advertisement in magazine
e: Other:

* What type of romance do you generally prefer?
a: Historical  b: Contemporary
¢: Romantic Suspense d: Paranormal (fime travel,
futuristic, vampices, ghosts, warlocks, etc.)
d: Regency e: Other:

« What historicol settings do you prefer?

a:Englond  b:Regency England  ¢:Scotiand
e: lrel%nd f. America @ Western America
h: Americon Inciion i. Other:




What type of story do you prefer?
Very sexy b: Sweet, less explictt
¢: Light and humorous d: More emotionally infense
e: Dealing with darker issues f: Other

What kind of covers do you prefer?
a: llustr both hero and heroine b: Hero aione
c: No e (ort only) d: Other
What other genres do you fike to read (circie all that apply)
Mystery Medtcol Thrillers Science Fiction
antasy Self-help
Classics Generol Fiction Legal Thrillers

Historical Fiction
Who Is your favorite author, and why?

What magazines do you like to read? (circle all that apptly)

Q: People b: Time/Newsweek
c: Entertainment Weekly d Romantic Times
e: Stor National Enquirer
g Cosmopolitan h: Woman's Day

i Ladies” Home Journal j; Redbook

k: Other:

In which region of the United States do you reside?
a: Northeast b: Midatiantic  ¢: South
d: Midwest e: Mountain f. Southwest
@: Pactfic Coost . .
What is your age group/sex?  a: Female b: Male
a: under 18 b: 19-25 c: 26-30 d: 31-386 e: 36-40
f: 41-45 g 46-50 h: 51-55 5660 j:OveréD
What is your marital status? )
" a: Mared b: Singie  c: Nolonger married
What is your current level of educoﬁon”

a: High school ’ College Degree
c: G’%hduote Degree d Other:

Do you receive the TOPAZ Romaontic Uiaisons newsletter, a quoneﬂx
newsletter with the latest information on Topaz boeks and authors?

YES NO .
If not, would you like to?  YES NO
Fill in-the address where you would like your free gift to be sent:
Name:
Address:
City: Zip Code:

You should recelve your free gift in 6 to 8 weeks.
Please send the completed survey to:

k3
< Penguin USAeMass Market .
Dept. TS

ept.
: 375 Hudson St.
- ~ New York, NY 10014
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THE FIRST TIME

Pace bent his head to apply his mouth to hers
with a force that reflected his hunger.

She was soft and small. Pace felt the slight ex-
halation of Dora’s breath against his lips when
he claimed hers, but something kept driving him
on. He expected resistance but instead received
a tentative, questioning pressure of her lips in
return. He wanted more.

Suddenly she shuddered and gave a soft cry,
but her fingers curled more securely into his shirt.
She was responding. She was answering his plea,
molding her lips to his, allowing his invasion,
moving her body closer into the curve of his. He
couldn’t believe it. Wouldn’t believe it. He
wanted all of her. ...
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To the survivors:
May love and the power of God heal all wounds.

I would like to dedicate this book to my mother,

who survived,
and to the Henwoods, whose acceptance gave her the
family she needed.






Prologue

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John,
The Bed be blest that I lie on.
Four angels to my bed,
Four angels round my head,
One to watch, and one to pray,
And two to bear my soul away.
—THoMas ApY, A Candle in the Dark (1656)

November 1851

Alexandra Theodora Beaumont grasped the rim of the
polished mahogany library ladder and attempted to un-
hook it from the ledge of Bible study volumes. Although
she had just turned eight, her hands were too small and
helpless for the Herculean task. With a moue of disgust,
she glanced around the lamp-lit library for an
alternative.

Her gaze alighting on the rich maroon leather of a
high-backed wing chair near the shelves she wished to
reach, she set her determined little chin and advanced
upon her goal like a soldier marching off to war. The
lamp’s flickering flame cast shadows over the deep wine
of her short velvet gown but shimmered on the gold-
threaded embroidery of the bodice. The gold threads
could not match the angelic halo of white-gold curls cre-
ating a nimbus around her elfin features. Despite the
rich threads and halo, there was very little angelic about
Lady Alexandra at the moment. She knew she ap-
proached forbidden territory, and she moved with ex-
treme caution, testing the chair for the squeak of its
springs before climbing up on it.

Even the extra couple of feet gained by standing on
the leather seat did not give her the height necessary to
reach the shelf just tantalizingly out of her reach. Gareth
had told her that the shelf contained the angel books.
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He had even pulled down a volume and showed her the
charming watercolors of golden angels in a blue sky.
And then he had laughed and shoved the book back in
its place—out of her reach. She hated her half brother
with every fiber of her being, but she wouldn’t let him
defeat her. She might be ten years younger and small
for her age, but she could do anything he could.

With cautious patience, she eased the chair around so
the arm aligned with the bookcase. Then she scrambled
back into the seat again and stepped up on the arm. The
heavy old chair easily counterbalanced her slight weight.
Standing on tiptoes, she curled her fingers around the
first volume on the shelf.

The library door flew open with a thud that bounced
off the paneled walls, echoing in the high-ceilinged
room. The single lamp flame flickered, sending dancing
shadows of her precariously perched figure across the
shelves. Her fingers defiantly grasped the binding when
the expected bellow ripped through the quiet library.

“Father, she’s at it again, just as I said!”

There wasn’t any use in running. She could drop the
book, jump down, and look innocent, but it wouldn’t
matter. She really didn’t even know why Gareth went
to all the trouble of trapping her. He could tell their
father anything and be believed. Grasping the book
firmly, Alexandra pulled it off the shelf and hopped
down into the chair seat. She stood firmly on the floor
by the time her father had followed the sound of Gar-
eth’s voice and entered the room.

She clasped the volume to her chest, prepared to
argue her position when she heard the sound of her
mother’s voice in the hall, and she cringed inwardly. Her
mother shouldn’t be here. She was supposed to visit the
vicar. That meant the earl hadn’t let her go after all.
That meant . ..

She wouldn’t think about what it meant. She wouldn’t
think about the whimpers and cries of pain coming from
her parents’ chambers on the nights her father decided
her mother needed a lesson. It made her stomach hurt
just thinking about it. And now he had Alexandra’s dis-
obedience to make him even more fierce with his justice.

She screwed up her inner courage, closed her eyes,



