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Unit One
The Ten Commandments (1956)

i

ANKIVERSARY ERELECHION ~——y

,g_fd.,;w,,.@w@ %

The evil that men should turn their brothers into beasts of bur-
den, to be stripped of spirit, and hope, and strength—only because
they are of another race, another creed. If there is a god, he did not

mean this to be so.
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Product Details

Genre; Adventure, Drama

U. S. Release Date; October 5, 1956

Writers: J. H. Ingraham (novel) and A. E. Southon (novel)

Producer and Director: Cecil B. DeMille

Awards; In 1956 the winner of Best Actor ( Yul Brynner) and nominee of
Best Picture and Best Color Cinematography

Director:

Cecil Blount DeMille ( August 12, 1881—January 21,
1959), was a successful Academy Award-winning American
filmmaker in the first half of the 20th century, known for the
flamboyance and showmanship of his movies. He was born in-

to a family of sincere Christianity believers. His father was an
Episcopal lay minister and playwright, his mother was born to a Jewish family but
converted to her husband’s faith later. He, believing in Jesus and trying to per-
suade more into it with his religious and historical movies, directed dozens of si-
lent films, including the first version of The Ten Commandments in 1923. Many of
his pictures included spectacular set pieces, such as the parting of the Red Sea in
both versions of The Ten Commandments; DeMille also enjoyed a reputation for
having a keen eye for talent, a loyalty to certain supporting performers and being a
tyrant on the set. For most part of his career life, he was quite prolific, and was

best known for the 1956 version of The Ten Commandments.

flamboyance: n. 7§, 2
showmanship: n. £15, £H
episcopal: adj. EALH

Brief Filmography: 1927 The King of Kings as producer
1947 Unconquered as producer
— 2 —



Unit One The Ten Commandments (1956)

1956 The Ten Commandments as producer and director
1958 The Buccaneer as Himself

Moses: Charlton Heston
; Heston was born John Charles Carter on October 4™,
1924 in Evanston, Illinois. He was most famous for playing a

long list of historical figures, particularly in Biblical epics. He

was tall, well built and ruggedly handsome, which make him
s M4 one of Hollywood’s greatest leading men and remained active in
frot of ﬁibwe cameras for over sixty years.

Brief Filmography: 1941 Peer Gynt as Peer Gynt

1956 The Ten Commandments as Moses

1958 The Big Country as Steve Leech

1982 Mother Lode as Silas McGee

Pharaoh Rameses II: Yul Brynner

Yul Brynner, as an actor, is famous not only for his pre-
cise portraits of the characters but also for his completely
shaved head. His background remained a mystery for a very
long time until his son revealed the answer. Being abandoned by

his Swiss-Russian father, he went through some difficulties

when growing up. After many attempts in movies without satis-
factory success, he was recommended to play in the film The King and I, which
brought him life-lasting fame and an Oscar. He remained one of the most fascinat-
ing, unusual and beloved actors of his time.

Brief Filmography: 1936 The King and I as King Mongkut of Siam

1969 The Madwoman of Chaillot as the Chairman

1971 The Light at the Edge of the World as Jonathan Kongro
1975 The Ultimate Warrior as Carson

Nefretiri: Anne Baxter
Anne Baxter, one of the renowned actresses in her days, was bom into a
family of both fame and wealth, with her maternal grandfather as a world-famous
S
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architect and her father a prominent executive in a big

company. Raised in luxury and sophistication, she was determined to

take acting as her career. With some failing attempts, she finally got
AMAEBAXTER
ly in films but also on stage and TV.

Brief Filmography: 1940 20 Mule Team as Joan Johnson

1952 My Wife’s Best Friend as Virginia Mason
1956 The Ten Commandments as Nefretiri

admitted at the age of 17. Through her career, she was active not on-

Sephora; Yvonne De Carlo

Yvonne De Carlo was a Canadian-born American ac-
tress. She was one of the young girls at her time to try their luck
in acting to seek for fame and money, and her luck finally
came when some director noticed her “olive skin” and “sole

eyes” which were thought to enable her to be cast in many ex-

otic or biblical movies.

Brief Filmography: 1949 Criss Cross as Anna Dundee

1956 The Ten Commandments as Sephora
1966 Munster, Go Home as Lily Munster

Plot Summary

The film The Ten Commandments is about the whole life of Moses from the
moment he is discovered in a basket floating on the Nile as a baby by Bithiah, a
childless young widow and Princess of Egypt to his eventual departure from Israel
in the wake of God’s judgment that he should not be allowed to enter the Promised
Land. In accordance with the historical Hebrew story, Moses’ life is divided into
three forty years.

For the first forty years, in Egypt, Moses is generally depicted as a young
general who is victorious in war and creative in many ways. Because of his excellent
performance in his military experiences, he won favor from the Pharaoh as well as

envy from the prince Rameses, and was assigned to be in charge of the monument
— 4 S



Unit One The Ten Commandments (1956)

for the Pharaoh’s birthday, which resulted in renewed success and support from his
people. Despite of Rameses’ circumvention, Moses proves with impressive evi-
dence that he is both loyal and efficient and the progress on the project convinces
Seti that Rameses has falsely accused his foster brother.

Moses, learning by chance that he is not a prince but the son of Hebrew
slaves, declares that he is not ashamed ( “Egyptian or Hebrew, I'm still Mo-
ses” ), and spends time working among the slaves, to become a learned
prince. Moses then saves Joshua, and his killing of Baka is overseen by devious
and ambitious Dathan, in a hidden place. Confessing to Joshua that he himself is
Hebrew, Moses is eventually proclaimed by Joshua as the Deliverer. And so is

Moses’ background revealed.

circumvention: n. [GE

devious: adj. AIEEHHK

For the second forty years, the settings are mainly in the desert. In reply to
Seti’s demand, Moses gives his famous utterance: “to be stripped of spirit, and
hope and faith, all because they are of another race, another creed. If there is a
God, He did not mean this to be so!” For these words, he is deprived everything
by Seti and banished into desert by Rameses. Meanwhile, Rameses succeeds Seti
as the next Pharaoh. Nefretiri, as the Throne Princess, is required to marry the
arrogant prince, to her great distress.

Moses makes his way across the desert, and comes to the land of Midian. He
finds a home in Midian with the Jethro, a Bedouin sheik, and marries his eldest
daughter, Sephora, who he first met on his arrival. Herding sheep in the desert,
Moses met Joshua, who has escaped from hard labour in the copper mines. Moses
sees the Burning Bush on the summit of Mount Sinai; climbing up to investigate,
he hears the voice of God. Naming himself “I Am That I Am”, God charges Mo-

ses to return to Egypt and free His chosen people.
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strip: ». #|ZF
arrogant: adj. 1B, B KM
sheik: n. (FIHIAAR) K, ¥k, KK

And then comes the third forty years when Moses comes before Rameses to
win the slaves’ freedom and leads his people in the Exodus. With his staff, Moses
continues to challenge Pharaoh’s hold over his people; Egypt is beset by ten divine
plagues. Broken and despondent, Pharaoh orders Moses to take “your people,
your cattle, your God and your pestilence” and go. The Exodus of the Hebrews
from Egypt begins.

Goaded into rage by Nefretiri in her grief and anger at Moses, the Pharach
arms himself and gathers his armies to chase the former slaves to the shore of the
Red Sea. Held back by a pillar of fire, the Egyptian forces can only helplessly
watch as Moses parts the waters( “Behold His mighty hand!” ) to provide his peo-
ple an escape route. As the Hebrews race over the seabed, the pillar of fire dies
down and the army rides in hot pursuit. The Hebrew make it to the far shore just in
time to witness God’s closing of the waters on the Egyptian army, drowning every
man and horse. Rameses looks on in despair. All he can do is return to Nefretiri,
confessing to her, “His god is God. ”

exodus: n. KHHIEE
pestilence; n. ¥
beset: v. {3

The former slaves camp at the foot of Sinai and wait as Moses again ascends
the mountain. When Moses delays coming down from Sinai, the Hebrew lose their
faith in God and betray God by making a golden calf as an idol to bear before their
return to Egypt, hoping to win Rameses’ forgiveness. The Hebrew proceed to in-
dulge their most wanton desires in an orgy of sinfulness. Meanwhile, on the top
of the mountain, Moses witnesses God’s creation of the stone tablets bearing the
Ten Commandments. When he finally returns, Moses, beholding his people’s in-

J— 6 J—



Unit One The Ten Commandments (1956)

iquity, destroys both of the tablets in rage; Dathan and his followers who do not
join Moses at his side are killed by a buming crevasse which swallows all. After
God forces them to endure forty years’ exile in the desert to prove their loyalty and
to print the Ten Commandments in their heart as well as in mind, the Hebrews fi- .
nally arrive in the land of Israel. The elderly Moses then appoints Joshua to succeed

him as leader and goes forth out of Israel to his destiny.

wanton: adj. $2IFH
orgy: n. ZAFIEIR
iniquity: n. A&
crevasse: n. Z4%

Relative Knowledge

For all English language leamers, the knowledge about Christianity, the
most widespread and influential religion, is quite indispensable. The historical
movie The Ten Commandments opens a window to Judaism, the origins of the most
widespread religion of Christianity. The movie centers on the Exodus of Hebrews
from Egypt to the Promised Land—the Land of Canaanites, with Moses as their
Deliverer. The Ten Commandments now serves as major religious principles for not
only Israelites but also many westerners. The following parts are intended to give a

brief introduction to some very important subjects relating to it.

1. Hebrews, Israelites and Jews

These three terms may seem a little confusing at first thought for the begin-
ners, even makes an obstacle for them in learning, Roughly the three refer to the
same people, with some minor differences though. Hebrews, generally speaking,
are the ancestors of the present Jews. They are so called from the time they came
into being as a tribe until the day they conquered the land of the Canaanites. To say
from a narrow sense, only the twelve tribes of Israel ( Jacob) should be named
as Hebrews, all the descendants of Abraham, while in a broader one, can be

— 7 —
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called Hebrews. Since the conquer of the land of Canaanites, the Hebrews began
to be called as Israelites, an English name for the nation of Israel who were the
dominant cultural and ethic group living in the Southern Levant in Biblical times,
comprising the kingdoms of Israel and Judah after 797 BC. Jews is the last one to
come in the three terms. A Jew is a member of Jewish people, which is the group
originating in the Israelites or Hebrews of the ancient Middle East. So we can see
that the three terms are the different names in different histonical periods for rough-
ly the same people. Judaism is the religion of the Jews. Still, the citizens of the
modern state of Israel are called Israelis.

Jacob: FE&, NALIET, LEHAX O KRES, BUBHAHEE. £F
T ZANLF, BIRIES+ T STIREIERHE

2. Judaism

As mentioned above, Judaism is the religion of the Jews. Their ancestors,
Hebrews, live in the land of Canaanites, characterized by frequent lack of rain
and attacks from droughts. In order to seek for food and shelter they were obliged to
go to Egypt, where they were welcome and warmly-treated at first but then put into
bondage and mercilessly enslaved. People thirsted for a religion to relieve them-
selves from the hard labor and a god who could give them spiritual comfort. This
bondage serves as the background of the formation of Judaism. According to the Old
Testament, God favored Abraham and established Covenant with him, the patri-
arch and progenitor of the Jewish people. This is the original shape of Juda-
ism. Shortly after that the Hebrew were ill treated by the Egyptians, and Moses led
them in the exodus to the land of their forefathers, the land flowing milk and hon-
ey, the land of Canaanites. During the forty years of exile in the desert to the land
of Canaanites, Judaism was established as their national religion and Moses con-
veyed the docirines of it—The Ten Commandments ( as in the film) . In fact,
there are 613 commandments, and Judaism finally took its shape as a mature reli-
gion which influenced other religions to some extent such as Christianity, Is- -
lam. The traditional practice of Judaism revolves around study and the observance

of God’s laws and commandments as written in the Torah and expounded in the

Talmud.

— 8 —



Unit One The Ten Commandments (1956)

covenant: n. %, Wy
patriarch: n. J0E
progenitor: n. #5

Torah: n. 45, EEVHHE
Talmud: n. SEAE, FHAHM

3. Christianity

As we all know, Christianity finds its origin in Judaism, although there are
some fundamental diversities between them. Christianity began in 1st century AD,
Jerusalem as a Jewish sect. Their departure from Egypt was just the beginning of
their Salvation. They wandered in the Desert for forty years, exposed to the cruel
blows of the brutal weather, diseases, hunger and the attacks from other
tribes. On their arrival and in the following hundred yeas, the Israelites had weath-
ered numerous wars with the Canaanites with relatively much less victories and
slow process in regaining the land of their ancestors that were taken by other tribes
during their stay in Egypt. The majority of the Israelites were suffering a lot from
the starved material abundance promised by God and peace while the upper class
of them, the Pharisees and Sadducees, focused too much on some less important
yet trivial rituals and doctrines which generate no real benefit for people’s spiritual
relief. Hence in the foreign wars and internal conflicts formed Christianity, a new

power derived from Judaism.

salvation: n. B, 1B8#
Pharisees: n. ZF|EA
Sadducees: n. FEERZA

The Christian Church traces its history to Jesus and the Twelve Apostles,
who put their emphasis of the religion not on the interpreting of doctrines, texts
and laws, but on personal belief and practice. Jesus claimed himself as son of God
and Messiah (savior), spent most of his energy and efforts in curing the sick and
helping the poor, thus won him many followers, including the Twelve Apos-

— 9 —
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tles. The number of the followers expanded so fast that it aroused jealousy and per-
secution from the Pharisees and Sadducees. Then the Palestine (the land of Ca-
naanites) was put under the sway of Rome, which gained its control over almost
all the states in the European Continent through military actions. Over time, when
realizing gradually that the spread of Christianity was helpful and beneficial for
their rule, the Empire resolved to reverse its course to substitute conciliatory poli-
cy for the former ones of persecution and suppression, starting to protect and con-
trol it. The year 392 AD witnessed the establishment of Christianity as the State Re-
ligion of the whole Roman Empire. Although split up into different churches with
the Roman Catholic and the Eastern Orthodox the two biggest ones, Christianity,
for the sake of historical or religious reasons, spread throughout Europe with the
military expansion of Roman Empire, becoming the largest religion in the Western
World. According to Sam Pascoe “Christianity started out in Palestine as a fellow-
ship; it moved to Greece and became a philosophy; it moved to Italy and became
an institution; it moved to Europe and became a culture; it came to America and

”

became an enterprise. ” { To which one might add that among evangelicals in A-

merica, it became a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. )

Apostle: n. ffifE, EEHNEEE
Messiah: n. ¥R, HttE
conciliatory: adj. K], LHEH
evangelical: n. (GREFEXE

4. Bible

The Bible is a collection of religious writings of Judaism and of Christianity
which has been in practice for more than a thousand years. It’s made up of
three sections

(1) the Old Testament, which consists of three parts: the Torah (#:43)
( “Teaching” , also known as the “Five Books of Moses™” ), the Prophets ( 5G4
$), and the Writings (%3 ) and was primarily written in Hebrew.

(2) some deuterocanonical books (J5H#) about the Jewish history, culture
and local conditions before the birth of Christ.



