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pecially by accident, it cazches fire(¥i3 BRI B AIIRLE) : The blaze started when
some oily tags caught fire . (—YSIHR W BN BAREEE, XRKFIET - K.)
To stop a fire you put it out, or else it may go out on its own (Not go off) ( put out,
v.r. “BK”5goout, v.i. “BHIEK”), On official notices and instructions you
may see extinguish (IEX A& M<FI b 7] §81# H extinguish —37) 1 Will passengers
please extinguish all cigarettes. (FEREEECHFM K )
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flats(H2 ), apartment building(3).
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1 How to find the word you are
looking tor

order.

1.1 Compound words

Compound words are groups of two or more words
with a fixed form and a special meaning, such as
front man and front line. Most of these are
shown as fult headwords (but see section 1.6
Phrases and idioms). They are treated like ordinary
words in the alphabetical order; the space or
hyphen between the two parts is ignored.
front.al

frontal sys-tem

front-and-center

front bench

front-bench-er

front door

fron-tier

1.2 Phrasal verbs

Multi-word verbs, like give up or put off, are listed
in alphabetical order directly after the entry for their
main verb. For example:
face? v [T]

face sb +» down

fate up to

face sb with
face card

1.3 Derived words without definition

Some words do not need a definition, because they
are derived from a headword by adding a suffix. For
example gracefully and gracefulness are derived
from graceful, and their meaning is simply that of
the main word plus the meaning of the suffix.
These words are shown at the end of the entry for
the word that they are derived from.

grace-ful /greisfalf adj 1 moving in a smooth and
attractive way, or having an attractive shape: a slim
graceful figure 2 behaving in a polite and pleasant
way: a graceful apology —gracefully adv: When Iam no
longer needed, I shall retire gracefully. —gracefulness
n (U]
In this case, gracefully just means 'in a graceful
way,’ and gracefulness just means ‘the quality of
being graceful’
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1.4 Homographs

Homographs are words that have the same spelling
but are different from each other in some other
way, and are listed as separate entriesin a
dictionary. In this dictionary, words of different
word dasses are treated as homographs.

face? ffars/ niC)
1 » FRONT OF YOUR HEAD <« the front part of the
head from the chin to the forehead: She has such a prerty
face. | Bob’s face was covered in cuts and bruises. aseaof
faces (=a lot of faces seen together) The Principal looked
down from the platform at the sea of faces below —see pic-
ture at neap'.

face?v[T)
1 » DIFFICULY SITUATION « if you face a difficult
situation or if it faces you, you must deal with it: The
President faces the difficull task of putting the econony
back on its feet. | McManus is facing the biggest challenge
of his career.|be faced with/by I was faced with the
awful job of breaking the news to the girl’s family.
The order of the homographs depends on how
common they are. Face is used more often as a
noun than as a verb, so the noun entry is shown
first.

Words of the same word class and spelling that are
pronounced differently, are separate headwords.
For example, the nouns row (=a line) and row (=an
argument) are separate headwords, because they
are pronounced differently.

If two words are spelled the same, but one starts
with a capital letter and has a completely different
meaning, for examgle the adjectives catholic and
Catholic, they are separate headwords.

If a word is a plural form of a noun, but has a
separate meaning, it is usually shown as one of the
meanings of that noun:

blue?n 1 [C,U] the colour that is blue; the rich greens
and blues of the tapestry|She nearly always dresses in
biue. 2 blues iplural) a slow sad style of music that
came from the southern US: a blues singer —see also
rRHYTHM AND BLUES 3 the blues [plural] informal feel-
ings of sadness: Don't be surprised if you get the blues fora
while after your baby is born.
But if the plural form of the word is more important
than the singular, and has several meanings, it i1s a
separate headword. So goods has its own entry,
separate from the noun good.

1.5 Other types of headwords

Abbreviations are headwaords, and so are prefixes
like dis- or suffixes like -able.

Ditferent spellings are shown at the headword, and
also have their own entry as headwords, directing
you to the main entry.

in-quire, enquire inkwaiaf-ar/v[I,T] 1 to ask some-
one for information: “Are you getting married?” the tele-
vision interviewer inquired.

en-quire fin'kwaial-'kwaer/ v [1.T] especially BrE another
spelling of INQUIRE

Irreqular inflections of words are shown at the main
form, and also as separate headwords, directing
you to the main entry.

have' jv, av, hav; strong haev/auxiliary verb past tense
had /d, ad. had; strong had/ third person singular present
tense has iz, 3z, haz, strong h&z] negative short forms
haven’t /'haevant/, hadn’t /hednt/, hasn’t /haezant/

had /d. 5d. had; strong had/ 1 the past tense and past
participle of HAVE

1.6 Phrases and idioms

Some words are often used in particular phrases,

and an important feature of this dictionary is that

we treat them as separate meanings. For example:
face!' ffeis/n [C]

17 sb's face doesn't fit used to say that someone is not

the right kind of person for a particular group, organiza-

tionetc

18 put abrave face (on) to make an effort to behave ina

happy cheerful way when you are upset or disappointed.

He was shattered, though he put on a brave face.

19 set your face against especially BrE to be very deter-

mined that something should not happen

Some compound words are treated in this way,

because they are idiomatic phrases. For example,

big deal is given as a sense of big.

Phrases and idioms are usually listed under the first
main word in a phrase (that is, not at words like
the, to, something, or be), so the definition of have
egg on your face is at egg, not at face. If you
look for this phrase at face, you will find a cross-
reference note at the end of the entry, telling you
where to find it.
face' ffe1s/n [C]

—seealsohave eggon your face(ecc'(4), fly in

the face of (rLy' (28)),

2 Understanding meaning

2.1 words with more than one
meaning.

Where a word has more than one meaning, each
meaning is given a separate number, and the most
frequent meaning, according to analysis of our
spoken and written corpora, is shown first.
a-chieve-ment /5'tjizvmont/ n 1 [C] something
important that you succeed in doing by your own efforts:
Winning three gold medals is a remarkable achievement. |
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no mean achievement/quite an achievement (=a
very impressive achievement) 2 [U] the act of achiev-
ing something: the achievement of economic stability|
sense of achievement (=a feeling of pride when you
succeed indoing something difficult) You get a wonderful
sense of achievement when you reach the top.

This dictionary is based on analysis of large corpora
of spoken and written English, which shows how
often a word or phrase is used, and how often it is
used in each meaning.

A phrase that contains the word and has its own
distinct meaning is shown as a separate sense and
listed in frequency order. For example:

look-out ivk-avt/n
1 be on the lookout for to watch a place or situation
continuously in order to find something you want or to be
ready for problems or opportunities: Police were on the
lookout for anyone behaving suspiciously.| We're always
on the lookout for new business opportunities.
2 keep a lookout to keep watching carefully for some-
thing or semeone, especially for danger: keep a sharp/
special lookout When you redriving keep a sharp look-
out for cyclists.
3 » PERSON « [C] someone whose duty is to watch
carefully for something, especially danger: A lookou!
reported an enemy plane approaching.
4 » PLACE <4 [C]aplace for a lookout to watch from: @
coastguard lookout on the clifftop
5 it's your/their own lookout BrE spoken used to say
that what someone has chosen to do is their own problem
or risk, and no one else’s: If he wants to ruin his health
with all these drugs, that's his ewn lookout. B
6 be a poor/bad lookout for sb BrE spoken used to say
that something bad or unsatisfactory is likely to happen:
It"H be a poor lookout for James if she finds that letter.

This shaows that the most comman use of lookout
is in the phrase be on the lookout for.

2.2 Definitions

Al} the definitions in this dictionary are written in
clear and simple language, using the Longman
Defining Vocabulary of about 2000 common
words. The list of the words in the definitions is
shown at the end of the dictionary after section 7
which explains exactly how the words are used.

2.3 Examples

Most definitions in this dictionary are followed by
examples that show how the word is used.

The examples may be in short phrases or whole
sentences, and they are written in italic letters:

clear instructions| You must never do that again. Is that
clear?|

.--oo.o-oo-u-o--cn-...--cuoo-o-on-----c"ovn.o-ooo-o--a.--.-oo-o...-.--

All the examples in this dictionary are based on
what we find in the spoken and written corpus
material in the Longman Corpus Network. Some
examples are taken direct from the corpus; some
have been changed slightly from the corpus to
remove difficult words; and some have been
written specially for the entry. tn each case, the
examples are carefully chosen to help show the
ways in which a word or phrase is normally used.

Examples also exemplify the grammar of the word,
and the way in which it is often used with other
words (collocation).

be clear on The rules are quite clear on the point. | clear
to sb Isall this clear to you!

2.4 collocations

An important aim of this dictionary is 1o show very

clearly the collocation of a word: the other words

that are frequently and typically used with it.

Collocations are shown in dark type, and are

followed by a short definition in brackets, or an

example, or both.

make yourself clear (zexpress something well) To
make yourseif clear without using facial expressions can
be very difficult. |get sth clear Let’s get one thing clear;
you have my whole-hearted support.

These collocations are shown in frequency order,

with the most impartant collocations coming first.

2.5 Finding the meaning you want -
Signposts

in entries with many definitions, we have induded
“Signposts” 1o help you find the right definition
quickly. These are shown in capital letters, before
the definition, and are written using onty the words
in the Longman Defining Vocabulary.

bridge' bnds/ n [C]

1 » OVER ARIVER/ROAD ETC €« a structure built
over a river, road etc, that allows people or vehicles to
cross from one side to the other

2 » CONNECTION 4 something that provides a con-
nection between two things; LINk® (1): The training pro-
gramme is seen as a bridge between schoo! and work.

3 » SHIP 4 the raised part of a ship from which the
officers control it

4 » CARD GAME « [U] a card game for four players
who play in pairs

5 the bridge of your nose the bony upper part of your
nose between your eyes

6 » PAIR OF GLASSES « the part of a pair of glasses
that rests on the bridge of your nose —see picture at
GLASS!

7 » MUSICAL INSTRUMENT « a small piece of wood
under the strings of a vioLinor gurtag, used to keep them
in position

8 » FOR TEETH 4 a small piece of metal for keeping
false teeth in place —see also build bridges (suiLp’ (7)),
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burn your bridges (surn' (22)), Cross that bridge
when you come to it (cross' (7). be (all) water
under the bridge (waTer' (7))

A signpost is a word o short phrase that guides
you to the right meaning. It may be a synonym, a
short definition, or the typical subject or abject of a
verb.

2.6 Long entries with menus

In some of the longer entries, meanings that are
closely related to each other are grouped together
in ‘paragraphs’, or sections in the entry. A menu at
the beginning of the entry tells you the paragraph
headings, so that you can easily find the section
that contains the sense that you want. All these
senses begin on new lines, and they have signposts
where these are helpful. took at the words run and
way for examples of the use of paragraphs.

2.7 showing words with similar and
opposite meanings

Sometimes it is useful to show a synonym, a word
that has the same meaning, or almost the same
meaning, as the word that is being defined. These
are shown after the definition, like this:

im-ma-te-ri-al /ima'tiariale-'tir/ adj 1 not import-
ant in a particular situation; IRrReLEVANT: The causes of
the problem are immaterial now - we need solutions.
2 formalnot having a real physical form
Words with similar meanings or similar forms are
shown with a ‘compare’ note, and useful opposites
are also shown.

ima-gi-na-ry i'madsn aril-nerif adj not real, but pro-
duced from pictures or ideas in your mind: All thecharac-
ters in this book are imaginary. —compare IMAGINATIVE

im-mod-est /'modjstfi'ma:/ adi 1 having a very
high opinion of yourself and your abilities, and not
embarrassed about tefling people how clever you are etc
—opposite mMopesT (1) 2 eld-fashioned behaviour or
clothes that are immodest may embarrass or offend peo-
ple because they do not follow the usual social rules con-
cerning sexual behaviour —immodestly adv —im-
modesty »n [U]

3 Frequency

You have seen that this dictionary is organized on
the basis of frequency. The most frequent meanings
of a word are shown first, and homaographs are
shown in frequency order. At each sense of a word,
the examples that show grammar, and those that
show collocation, are each arranged in frequency

order. All our judgments about frequency are made
by analysis of corpus material. This principle of
organization gives important information about the
English language, and is helpful to the student.

At some important words, graphs give further
information on frequency. Some show that a word
is used much more frequently in spoken English
than in written, and some compare words with the
same meaning, showing which is more frequent in
written English, and which in spoken. Some graphs
show how often a word is used in each of its most
frequent collocations or grammar patterns, and
others highlight differences between British and
American English.

The dictionary also shows which are the most
frequently used words, according to the computer-
based analysis of all corpus material available to
Longman. The symbols 51, S2, and S3 show that a
word is one of the thousand most frequently used
words in spoken English, one of the next thousand
most frequent, or one of the third thousand. in the
list of three thousand words most often used in
speech. The symbols W1, W2, and W3 give the
same information for written English. Whether &
word is 51, S2, or W1, W2 and so on depends on
its overall frequency in American and British English
combined.

The dictionary contains a great deal of information
about the grammar of words. It tells you the word
class that a headword belongs to ~ whether it is a
noun, a verb, an adjective or some other type of
word. It also gives information about the inflections
of words ~ how their form changes when they are
used in the past tense, the plural, the comparative,
or in some other way. And it gives a full explanation
of the word's syntax - the various patterns in which
the word combines with other words to form
sentences.

4.1 Word classes

The word dlass, or ‘part of speech’ is shown like
this:

illo-gi-cal ji'indzikaljila:j edj 1 not sensible or
reasonable: erratic and iliogical behaviour —opposite
vocical (1) 2 not based on the principles of Locic: an
illogical conclusion —illogically /kli/ adv —illogi-
cality /i lod3s'kelytifi las-/ n (U]
This means that illogical is an adjective. Derived
forms are also given a word class label: illogically is
an adverb, and illogicality is a noun.
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The word classes used in this dictionary are:

word class example

adj ladjective)  a fast car, straight /ines,

amazing speed, frequent trains

adv (adverb) smiling happily, put it away,
frankly, I'm not bothered

auxiliary verb be, have

conjunction and, but

determiner this, which

interjection damn, wow

modal verb must, can, should

n (noun) car, rabbit, president, dignity,
excuse

number five, ninth

phrv (phrasal

verb) put off, shut up, take over

predeterminer  all, both

prefix dis-, centi-

prep (preposition}in, after, to

pron (pronoun)  he, their, us

quantifier many, several

suffix -ity, -ness

v {verb) go, send, indicate

4.2 Inflections

Inflections are the changes that are made in the form
of aword according to its function in a sentence.
Most words form their inflections according to
regular rules. For example, most nouns add -5 or -es
to form the plural, and most verbs add -ed to form
the past tense. These ‘regular inflections’ are not
shown in the dictionary, except where there is a
possibility of confusion or if the regular inflection has
a difficult pronunciation.

“Irregular inflections’ are always shown. They come
directly after the word class, and they are written in
dark type, like this:

cri-sis /'kraisys/ n plural crises f-si:zf[C,U]
ojat ﬁ;tl u past tense ate jet, est{est/ past participle eaten
iztn

good' [gud/ adj comparative better ['betal-ar| superla-
tive best fbest/
Irregular inflections are also shown at their own
place as headwords, referring you to the main
word:

ate fet, eit|ert/the past tense of EAT
Inflections are also shown for:

verbs which have a doubte letter in the past and
-ing forms:

hug' hag/v hugged, hugging[T)
verbs which end in -y:
car-ry® 'keri/ v carried, carrying
adjectives which end in -y:
dirt-y* /du:tif'ds:r-/ adj dirtier, dirtiest
There is a full list of verbs with imegular inflections
at the back of the book, starting on page B7.

4.3 syntax - verbs

Basic mformatlon about the way a verb behaves is
given in square brackets.

The codes [l (intransitive) and {T] {transitive) show
whether a verb has or does not have an object.

hard-en /ha:dnj'hairdn/ v 1 {I,T] to become firm or
stiff, or to make something firm or stiff. Make sure you
give the paint enough time to dry and harden. 2 [1] to
become more strict and determined and less sympath-
etic: Opposition to the military regime has hardened since
the massacres.|a hardening of attitudes|His face
hardened. —compare sorten(4) 3 [T}if an experience
hardens someone, it makes them stronger and more able
to deal with difficult or unpleasant situations

The code {linking verb] means that a verb shows
that one thing is the same as another, or that
something is true about a thing.

laok fluk/v
3 » SEEM « [linking verb] to seem to be something,
especially by having a particular appearance: How do I
look in this dress?|look like The intruder was holding
what looked like a shotgun.\look as if You look as if you
haven’tslept all night.

be? v 1 [linking verb] used to show that someone or
something is the same as the subject: jt’s me.| Lack of
money is our biggest problem. | If L were you, I shouldn 't do
it.
Square brackets may also contain restrictions on the
way a verb can be used, including {not in
progressive]

pre-fer jpri'fa:]-fxr/v preferred, preferring([T notin
progressive] 1 to like someone or something more
than someone or something else.

[l always + adv / prep]:

am-ble/'@mbol/v[Ialways + adv/prep} to walk in a slow
relaxed way: [+ along/across ete] The old man came
out and ambled over for a chat. —amble n [singular]

You cannot simply say ‘he ambled” without adding
something like 'along’ or 'towards me'
[usually in passive):

carpet’ v [T} 1 [usually in passive] to cover a floor
with carpet: a carpeted corridor 2 informal especially
BrE to blame someone for something they have done;
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REPRIMAND 3 carpeted with grass/flowers etc liter-
ary covered with a thick layer of grass etc

[not in passive]

concern? v (Tl 1 ifan activity, situation, rule etc con-
cerns you, it affects you or involves you: The tax changes
will concern large corporations rather then small
businesses. 2 [not in passive] to make someone feel
worried or upset: The fact that she spends so much
time on her own reelly concerns me. 3 [not
in passive] if a story, book, report etc concerns someone
or something, it is about them: This article concerns a
man who was wrongly imprisoned. 4 concern your-
selt with/about sth to become involved in something
because you are interested in it or because it worries you:
More and more people are concerning themselves ith
environmenta! problems. 5 to whom it may concern
an expression written at the beginning of a formal letter
when you do not know the name of the person you want to
communicate with —see also CONCERNED

if this basic information is true whenever a word is
used, you will find it after the headword. If it is true
for a particular sense of the word, you will find it
after the number that marks that sense.

4.4 phrasal verbs

For a phrasal verb, it is important to show whether
the preposition can come both before and after the
object or whether it is restricted 1o one of these
positions. This is shawn in this dictionary by a
double arrow.
hand? viT)

hand sth <+ out par v [T] 1 to give something to
each member of a group of people; pISTRIBUTE: Could you
start handing these books out? 2 hand out advice to
give advice, even if people do not want to hear it —see
also HaNDOUT
This entry shows that you can say "hand the books
out’, or 'hand out the books’, but it would not be
correct 1o say ‘hammer an agreement gut’.

Other information about how a verb behaves is
shown in the examples. A typical construction is
shown in dark type before the example that
Hlustrates it.

4 decide in favour of/decide against 3} tochooseor
not choose someone or something: After long discussion
they decided in favour of the younger candidate. b) ifa
judge or sury (1) decides in favour of someone or against
someone, they say in court that someone is guilty or not
guilty: The jury decided in favour of the plaintiff.

These examples are shown in frequency order, with
the most frequently used construction first.

4.5 syntax - nouns

Grammatical information enclosed in square
brackets shows whether a noun, or a particular
sense of a noun, is countable (a pen, three pens), or
uncountable (henour, daylight).

habi-ta-tion [hzbiteifon/ n formal 1 unfit for
human habitation a building that is unfit for human
habitation is not safe or healthy for people to live in
2 [U] the act of living in a place: There was no sign of
habitation as far as the eye could see. 3 (C} a house or
place to live in

hes-i-ta-tion /hezy'teifan/ n [C,U] the action of hesitat-
ing: After some hesitation one of them began to speak. |
have no hesitation in [ would have no hesitation in
declining the post.| after/without a moment’s hesi-
tation Without a moment’s hesitation she kissed him.

If a noun, or a particular sense of one, is always
singular or always plural, this is also shown in a
square bracket.

hardright/,- '-«/n |singular] the partof a political party
that believes strongly in RIGHT wing political ideas

high heels /- ' n {plural] women's shoes with high
heels —high-heeled adj —see picture on page 840

If a noun is typically followed by a preposition or
prepositions, this is shown in dark type before the
example that illustrates it. A construction that
typically follows a noun is also shown in dark type
before an example.

hope? [U]
5 » CHANCE € [C,U] a chance of succeeding or of
something good happening: [+ of} there was no hope of
escape | hope that Thereis some hope that we'll find a sol-
ution to our problems.

4.6 syntax - adjectives and adverbs

information about how an adjective or adverb
behaves is shown in a square bracket, and includes:

[only before noun]

ac-tu-al fxkifusl/ adj [only before noun] 1 real,
especially as compared with what is believed, expected
or intended: a big difference between theopinion pollsand
the actual election results' I'm not joking. Those were his
actual words.|in actual fact (=really) In actual fact,
there is not much evidence to support these allegations.

[only after noun)

ga-lore jgalo:|-'Ixr/ adj [only after noun] in large
amounts or numbers: There are bargains galore in the
sales this year.

[not before noun)

ad-vi-sab-le jad'vaizabal/ adj [not before noun] some-
thing that is advisable should be done in order to avoid
problems or risks: For heavy smokers, regular medical
checks are advisable. it is advisable to do sth It is
advisable to disconnect the compuler before you open it up.
—advisability /ad,vaiza'biliti/ n (U]
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lno comparative]

ef.fec-tive /'fekuv/ ad] 1 producing the result that
was wanted or intended: The ads weresimple, but remark-
ablyeffective. 2 impressive ot interesting enough to be
noticed: an effective use of colour 3 [no comparative} if
a law, agreement, or system becomes effective, it
officially starts: The cut in interest rates is effective from
Monday. 4 [no comparative] real rather than what is
officially intended or generally believed: Therebelsarein
effective control of the city. —effectiveness n [U]

{+adj/adv]

in.creas-ing-fy pn'kri:smii/ edv more and more all the
time {+ adj’adv]: The classes at the college have become
increasingly full over the past five years. [senterice
adverb): Increasingly, it is the industrial power of Japan
and South East Asia that dominates world markets.

[sentence adverb]

hap-pi-ly /hepili/ adv 1 in a happy way: @ happily
married couple 2 [sentence adverb] fortunately: Hap-
pily, his injuries were not serious. 3 very willingly: I'd
happily go for you.
The grammar information [sentence adverb)
indicates that in this sense happily is used to
modify a whole sentence.

The prepositions or construction that follow an
adjective are shown in dark type before an
example.
hope-ful' /haupfl|'hovp-/adj 1 believing that what
you hope for is likely to happen: {+ about] Everyone’s
Jeeling pretty hopeful about the future.|hapeful that
We're opeful that the team will be fit for next Saturday’s
game. | be hopeful of doing sth Bre: The police are
hopeful of finding more clues to the murder.

4.7 very infrequent words

Very infrequent words, that a student is not likely to
need to use, are given a shorter treatment, without
examples, giving just the basic grammatical
information.

5 Information on register and usage

Some words and senses have information on what
type of situation they are likely to be used in. This is
shown in italic after the headward, or after the
sense number.

clobber? n [U)] informal especially BrE someone’s pos-
sessions, especially their clothes: Don't forget all your
clobber if youre staying the night |fishing/
swimming/football clobber ete (=clothes and equip-
ment needed for a particular activity)

XX

esrserny

ab-ne-ga-tion /,xbny'ge1fon/ n [U) formal the act of not
allowing yourself to have or do something that you want

a-blu-tions /2'blu:f anz/ {plural] n formal or humorous
the things that you do to make yourself clean, such as
washing yourself, cleaning your teeth etc
Stang or taboo, but especially taboo, show t_hat you
should be careful about using a word, even in an
informal situation.

Literary, poetic, technical, ofd use or old-fashioned
indicate a word that people do not normally use in
speech or writing.

5.2 Spoken words and phrases

The Yabel spoken indicates a phrase that is typically
used in speech, rather than in writing.

24 that's life spoken used when you are disappointed or
upset that something has happened but realize that you
must accept it: Oh well, that’s life!

Because we have spoken as well as written material
on the Longman Corpus network, we were able to
give a lot of attention to providing information of
this kind. Some important words have graphs to
show how much more frequently they occur in
spoken than in written English. Some of these
words, such as mean, have special ‘spoken phrases’
boxes or paragraphs.

5.3 Usage notes

Notes on particular points of English usage are
included in the dictionary. Each note follows the
entry for the main word that it treats. Other words
dealt with in that Note have cross-references from
their own places of entry.

6 Pronunciation

the International Phonetic Alphabet. The symbols
used are shown in the table at the beginning of this
Introduction. Alternative pronunciations are shown
after a comma. If only part of the pronunciation is
different, this part is given, and its place in the
word shown by a hyphen.

a-ber-rant /zbarant, 3'beront/ adj formal not usual or
normal aberrant behaviour

ab-duct /ab'dakt, &b-/ v [T] to take someone away by
force; KIDNAP: Police suspect she was abducted late last
;gg[f;]t. —abductor n [C] —abduction /ab'dakfon/ n
Where a word is pronounced differently in British
English and in American English, these different
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pronunciations are both shown, and separated by
two vertical parallel lines. The British version is
shown first, on the left of these lines, and the
American is shown on the right.

an-swer’ /'a:nsa| zasar/ n

Most words that are derived from another word ir
aregular way, and are shown after it without a
definition, are simply pronounced as the main word
plus the suffix. In these cases, no pronunciation is
shown. In all other cases the pronunciation of a
derived word is shown.

6.1 Compound words

separating space or hyphen are not usually given a
full pronunciation. This is because each of the
words has its own entry, where the pronunciation is
given. instead a stress pattern of the compound
word is shown, with a dot representing each
syllable, and the marks above and below that show
main and secondary stress. Where British and
American stress patterns are different, both are
shown, in the same way that full pronunciations
are,

aircraft car.ri-er /- -/ n[C) a type of ship that has a
large flat surface that planes fly from

7 British and American English

Both British and American lexicographers have
worked on this dictionary, so that it gives good
coverage of both British and American English. The
definition text is written in British English, with both
British and American shown in the examples.
Differences in pronunciation and spelling between
the British and American forms of a word are
shown. Words, senses of words, grammatical
constructions, phrases, and collocations, that only
occur in British English are marked Br£, and those
that exist only m American English are marked
AméE. Those that are much more frequent in one
form of English than in the other are marked
especially BrE or especially AmE.

7.1 pronunciation and spelling
differences

British and American pronunciations are separated
by two vertical parallet lines, with the British on the
left and the American on the right. An example of
this is shown at the beginning of section 5.

If words are spelt differently in British and American
English, both spellings are shown and marked.

cen-tre! BrE, center AmE ['sentol-2r/ n
1 » MIDDLE « [C] the middle of a space, area, or
object, especially the exact middle: Draw a line through
thecentre of the circle. | Tony only likes chocolates with soft
centres.| [+ of] There was an enormous oak table in the
center of the room.

cen-ter /'senta-ar/ n v the American spelling of cENTRE

If the word sometimes has a different spelling from
the main one, in either British or American English,
that spelling is shown after "also”.

jail'also gaol BrE [dze1l/n [C.U] a place where criminals
are kept as part of their punishment, or where people
who have been charged with a crime are kept before they
are judged in a law court; prisoN (1)

Some verbs have a double letter in the past and -
ing forms in British English, but not in American
Engish. Both forms are shown and marked:

label? v labelled, labelling BrE, labeled, labeling
AmE [T}

7.2 Words and meanings - British and
American differences

different words to mean exactly the same thing. In
these cases, the entry for the British word shows
the American synonym, directly after the definition,
and vice versa.

el-e-va-tor /elyverta|-or n {C} 1 AmE amachine that
takes people and goods from one level to another in a
building; Lirr? (1) BrE 2 a machine with a moving belt
and containers, used for lifting grain and liguids, or for
taking things off ships
In other cases, a word that is British or American
does not have an exact equivalent in the other form
of English, or it has an equivalent that is rarely used.
Words like this are simply labelled BrE or AmE:

airing cup-board - --/n[C) BrE a warm cupboard in
a house where sheets and clean clothes are kept

air-head /'eshed|'er-/ n [C) siang especially AmE some-
one who is stupid

if a particular meaning of a word only exists in
British or in American English, it 1s marked in this
way after its sense number:

home:ly /hsomlil'hovm-fadi 1 Brksimple and ordi-
nary in a way that makes you feel comfortable: The cot-
tage had a warm, homely feel. 2 AmE people or faces

that are homely are unattractive or ugly: I've never seen
such a hornely dog in my life!

7.3 Differences in grammar

Some words are followed by a particular
preposition or construction only in British or
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American English, and these differences are
marked.

One difference is that group nouns, like
government or class, can take a plural verb in
British but not in American English. For important
words of this type, this difference is shown and
marked:

gov-ern-ment [/gavomant, ‘gavanmant|'gavarn-{ n
1 also Government [C] the group of people who
govern a country or state: The new military government
does not have popular support.|falso + plural verb
BrE) The Government are planning further cuts in
public spending.

7.4 pitferences in phrases and
collocations

An important difference between British and
American English is that each has its own rich store
of idiomatic phrases. Some words also have typical
collocations in one of these forms of English, but not
in the other. Phrases and collocations that occur only
in British or only in American English are marked.

jackzo

jack sb around par v [T| AmE slang to waste some-
one’s time by deliberately making things difficult for
them: Stop jacking me around and make up your mind?

jack sth « in phr v [T] Brg informal to stop doing
something: I'd love to jack in my job and go live in the
Bahamas.
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A, a jet/plural A’s, a’s n {Clthe first letter of the English
alphabet

(s} & /o/ also an Je1] strong indefinite article, determiner

1 used before a noun that names something or someone
that has not been mentioned before, or that the person
you are talking to does not know about: Jo you faue a
car?| There’s a spider in the bath. —compare THE 2
a) used before a noun that is one of a particular group or
class of people or things: I want to train to be a teacher.
b} used before someone's family name toshow that they
belong to that family: Onrdy @ Peterson wouid drive a car
like that! 3 a) one: a thousand poundsia dozen
eggs b) a lova few/a little/a great deal etc used
before certain words that express an amount of some-
thing: There were a lot of people at the party. | A few weeks
From now 1'% be in Venice. 4 twice a week/£5 a day
etc two times each week, £5 each day etc; per: 1 get paid
once a month.| The eggs cost $2a dozen. 5 usedbeforea
noun t¢ mean all things of that type: A square has four
sides. (=all squares have four sides) 6 used before two
nouns that are mentioned together sa often that they are
thought of as one thing: a cup and saucer | Does everyone
have a knife and fork? 7 a) used before singular
nouns, especjally words for actions, meaning one exam-
ple of that action: Take a look at this.| It needs a good
clean. b) used before the -ing form of verbs when they
are used as nouns: acrashing of gears  ¢) usedbeforean
UNCOUNTABLE noun when other information about the
noun isadded by an adjective or phrase: Candidates must
have a good knowledge of chemistry. |a beauty that becarne
legendary B used before an uncounTABLE noun to
mean a type of it: a particularly fine Stilton cheese
9 used before the name of a painter or artist etc meaning
a particular painting, sculpture etc by that person: an
early Rembrandt 10 used before a name to mean hav-
ing the same qualities as that person or thing: Ske wes
hailed as a new Marilyn Monroe. 11 a) used before
someone’s name when you do not know who they are:
There is a My Tom Wilkins on the phone for you. | a cer-
tain A certain Lisa Blair wishes tospeak toyou. b)Y used
before names of days, events in the year etc to mean a
particular one: I can’t remember a Christmas like it.
12 used after such, what, rather and (formai) many to
emphasize what yousre saying: What a day! I was late for
work and my car broke down. | She had spent many a night
(=many nights) waiting for him to come home.

Al jer/n 1 also a [C,U] the sixth note in the musical
scaLg' (8) of C major or the musical key? (4) based on this
note 2 {Clthe highest mark that a student can getinan
examination or for a piece of work: / got an A in French.
3 an A student AmE someone who regilarly gets the
best marks possible for their work in school or college
4 from A to B from one place to another: Hiring a car
uasthebest way toget us from Ato B. 5 from Ato 2
describing, including, or knowing everything about a
subject: the hisiory of 200k cenzury art from A lo 2 & A3/
A4 standard sizes of paper in the Kuropean Union
7 {Uja common type of blood

Athe written abbreviation of amp

a~' o/ prefix 1 in a particular condition or way: alive
(zliving)|aloud{with nerves afl atingle (=tingling)
2 old use in, to, at, or on something: abed {=in bed)} afar
(=far away)

a7 fet, &. 3/ prefix showing an opposite or the absence of
something; not, without: amoral (=not moral)| atypically
(=not typically)

A-1 |1 ‘wan/ adj old-fashioned very good or completely
healthy: Everything about the resort was A-1.

1000, 2 000, & 000 rost frequent words in [SJpoken and [Wlritten English

AA [e1'e1/ n{C] Associate of Arts; a two year cotlege degree
in the US

aard.wvark ja:dvak|'ardvaiekj n [C] a large animal
from southern Africa that has a very long nose and eats
small insects

AB jei'biz/n 1 [Ulacommontypeofblood 2 [CiAmE
Bachelor of Arts; a university degree in an arts (ART*(5))
subject that you get after studying for three or four years

a-back />bxk/adv be taken aback (o be very surprised
or shocked by something: For a moment, I was completely
taken aback by her request.

ab-a-cus (zbakas(n [Cla wooden frame with small balls
used for counting (counT’ (2))

ab-a-lo-ne | 2ba'launil-'lou-j 7 [C,U) a kind of SHELLFISH
which is used as food and whose shell contains MoTHER-
OF-PEARL

a-ban-don* /3'bzndonf v {T] 1 to leave somecne,
especially someone you are responsible for: children
abandoned by their parents 2 to go away from a place,
vehicle etc, permanently, especially because the situ-
ation makes it impossible for you to stay: We had to aban-
don the car and walk the rest of the way.| Fearing further
attacks. most of the population had abandoned the city.
3 to stop doing something because there are too many
problems and it is impossible to continue: The game had
to be ebandoned due to bad weather. 4 to decide that
you no longer believe in a particular idea or principle:
They were accused of abandoning their socinlist
principles.| abandon hope (of doing sth) Imogen had
abandoned all hope of ever seeing her brother again.
5 abandon yourself to literary to feel an emotion so
strongly that you let it control you completely
6 abandon ship to leave a ship becanse it is sinking
—abandonment » [U]

abandon? n (U] with gay/wild abandon in a careless
or uncontrolied way without thinking or caring about
what you are doing: The kids hurled pieces of wood on the
fire with gay abandon.

a-ban-doned /5'bzndand/adj 1 an abandoned build-
ing, car, boat etc has been left completely by the people
who owned it and is no longer used 2 someone who is
abandoned has been left completely alone by the person
who was looking after them 3 literary behaving in a
wild and uncontrolled way

a-base /2'beis/ v abase yourself to behave in a way that
shows you accept that someone has complete power over
you —abasement n [U)

a-bashed /a'bz [t/ adj [not before noun] embarrassed or
ashamed because you have done something wrong or
stupid: She looked rather abashed.

a-bate fa'best/ v (I,T] formal to become less strong or
decrease, or to make something do this: We waited for the
storm to abate. —abatement n [U]

ab-at-toir )zbotwar|-air/ n [C) BrE a place where ani-
mals are killed for their meat; stavGHTERHOUSE

ab-bess 'zbs, 'zbes/r [C)awoman who is in chargeofa
CONVENT {=reljgious institution for women)

ab-bey /xbi; n [C] a large church, especially one with
{)ui[dings next to it where monks and nuxs live or used to

we

ab-bot /'zbai/ n {C]a man who is in charge of a MoNAs-
TERY (=place where a group of MoNks live)

abbr. also abbrev. the written abbreviation of
ABBREVIATION

ab-bre-vi-ate />'brirvient/ v [T] to make a word or
expression shorter by missing out letters or using only
the first letter of each word: be abbreviated ta ‘Infor-
mation technology’ is usually abbreviated to 97"
~~abbreviated adj

ab-bre-vi-at-ed (s'britvieityd/ adj made shorter by
missing out letters or missing out parts of a story, state-
ment etc: Orders were passed (o the commander at the
frontin an abbreviated form.

ab-bre-vi-a-tion /o britvvieifan/n 1 [C) a shert form



