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Preface

The heritage of Western civilization has perhaps
never been the focus of so much interest and
controversy as it is today. Many commentators
criticize it, many praise it, but for all it is a sub-
ject of intense discussion. The Western Heritage,
fifth edition, is designed to allow teachers to
introduce students to the subject of that discus-
sion. It presents an overview of Western civiliza-
tion, including its strengths, its weaknesses, and
the controversies surrounding it.

On campus after campus, every aspect of
Western civilization has become an object of
scrutiny and debate. Many participants in this
debate fail to recognize that such self-criticism is
characteristic of Western civilization and an impor-
tant part of its heritage. We welcome the debate
and hope that this book can help raise its quality.

The collapse of Communism has left the
people of half of Europe struggling to reorganize
their political institutions and their social and
economic lives. The choices they are making
and the future they are forging will reflect in
large measure their understanding of their her-
itage. To follow and participate in that process
we too need to understand that heritage.

Goals of the Text

Since The Western Heritage first appeared, we
have sought to provide our readers with a work
that does justice to the richness and variety of
Western civilization. Events since then have
only added urgency to our purpose.

Our primary goal has been to present a strong,
clear narrative account of the central develop-
ments in Western history. We have also sought to
call attention to certain critical themes:

® the development of political freedom, consti-
tutional government, and concern for the
rule of law and individual rights

@ the shifting relations among religion, society,
and the state

@® the development of science and technology
and their expanding impact on thought,
social institutions, and everyday life

® the major religious and intellectual currents
that have shaped Western culture

We believe that these themes have been funda-
mental in Western civilization, shaping the past
and exerting a continuing influence on the present.

BALANCED AND FLEXIBLE PRESENTATION
In this edition as in past editions, our goal has
been to present Western civilization fairly, accu-
rately, and in a way that does justice to its great
variety. History has many facets, no one of
which alone can account for the others. Any
attempt to tell the story of the West from a sin-
gle overarching perspective, no matter how
timely, is bound to neglect or suppress some
important part of that story.

The Western Heritage, fifth edition, is
designed to accommodate a variety of approach-
es to a course in Western civilization, allowing
teachers to stress what is most important to
them. Some teachers will ask students to read
all the chapters. Others will select among them
to reinforce assigned readings and lectures.

We do not believe that a history of the West
should be limited to politics and international
relations, but we share the conviction that inter-
nal and external political events have shaped
the Western experience in fundamental and
powerful ways. Recent events in central and
eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union
have strengthened that belief. We have also been
told repeatedly by teachers that no matter what
their own historical specialization, they believe
that a political narrative gives students an effec-
tive tool to begin to organize their understand-
ing of the past.
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The Western Heritage also provides one of
the richest accounts of the social history of the
West available today, with strong coverage of
family life, the roles of women, and the place of
the family in relation to broader economic,
political, and social developments. This cover-
age reflects the explosive growth in social histor-
ical research in the past quarter century, which
has enriched virtually all areas of historical
study.

Finally, no other survey text presents so full
an account of the religious and intellectual
development of the West. People may be politi-
cal and social beings, but they are also reasoning
and spiritual beings. What they think and
believe are among the most important things we
can know about them. Their ideas about God,
society, law, gender, human nature, and the
physical world have changed over the centuries
and continue to change. We cannot fully grasp
our own approach to the world without under-
standing the intellectual currents of the past
and their influence on our thoughts and concep-
tual categories.

CLARITY AND AccessiBILITY Good narra-
tive history requires clear, vigorous prose. We
have paid careful attention to the quality of our
writing in this edition, subjecting every para-
graph to critical scrutiny and making this the
most thorough revision of the text we have yet
undertaken. Our goal was to make our presenta-
tion fully accessible to students without com-
promising vocabulary or conceptual level. We
hope this effort will benefit both teachers and
students.

RECENT SCHOLARSHIP As in previous edi-
tions, changes in this edition reflect our deter-
mination to incorporate the most recent devel-
opments in historical scholarship and the
expanding concerns of professional historians.

Changes in the Fifth Edition

This edition of The Western Heritage includes
several new pedagogical features, many content
revisions, and a new four-color design.

New PEpacocGicaL FEATUREsS Important
new pedagogical features in this edition include
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part-opening comparative timelines, a list of key
topics at the beginning of each chapter, chapter
review questions, and questions accompanying
the more than 200 source documents in the
text. Each of these features is designed to make
the text more accessible to students and to rein-
force key concepts.

® The part-opening timelines, which follow the
essays that open each of the six parts of the
book, summarize major events in politics
and government, society and economy, and
religion and culture side by side.

® The key topics lists give a succinct overview
of each chapter.

® Questions accompanying the source docu-
ments direct students toward important,
thought-provoking issues and help them
relate the documents to the material in the
text. They can be used to stimulate class dis-
cussion or as topics for essays and study
groups.

® Chapter review questions help students
review the material in a chapter and relate it
to broader themes. They too can be used for
class discussion and essay topics.

In addition, as in the last edition, each chapter
includes

an outline
introductory and concluding sections
several timelines and chronologies

an average of seven primary source docu-
ments, more than one third new to this edi-
tion, that acquaint students with the raw mate-
rial of history and provide intimate contact
with the people of the past and their concerns

® a suggested readings list updated with new
titles reflecting recent scholarship

CoNTENT CHANGEs Over the years we have
been fortunate in both the positive responses
and constructive criticism we have received
from readers and teachers. The major revisions
in this edition reflect what we genuinely regard
as the ongoing partnership between our readers
and ourselves. Responding to suggestions, we
have in this edition made a number of extensive
changes in our coverage and organization.



Chapter 1, “The Birth of Civilization” has
been revised to reflect current scholarship on
the prehistoric period and the ancient Middle
East.

New material on slavery in ancient Greece
and Rome has been added to Chapter 3,
“Classical and Hellenistic Greece,” Chapter
4, “Rome: From Republic to Empire,” and
Chapter 5, “The Roman Empire.”

The coverage of Islam and the Byzantine
Empire in Chapter 6, “The Early Middle Ages
(476-1000),” has been further expanded.

A new section on medieval Russia has been
added to Chapter 7, “The High Middle Ages
(1000-1300): The Ascendancy of the Church
and the Rise of States.”

The discussion of the Hundred Years’ War
and the Great Schism in Chapter 9, “The
Late Middle Ages (1300-1527),” has been
thoroughly revised.

Chapter 10, “Renaissance and Discovery,”
contains a new section on Christine de Pisan
and revised material on Humanism and on
the Spanish Empire in the New World.

Chapter 11, “The Age of Reformation,” has
been extensively reorganized.

Chapter 13, “Paths to Constitutionalism and
Absolutism,” has been wholly rewritten for
clarity and to bring it up to date with current
scholarship.

Chapter 14, “New Directions in Thought
and Culture in The Sixteenth and Seven-
teenth Centuries,” has been reorganized and
now includes the section on witchcraft previ-
ously in Chapter 12.

Chapter 16, “Society and Economy Under
the Old i%:gime in The Eighteenth Century,”
has been substantially reorganized and
includes a new section on the emergence of a
consumer economy.

New material on women in the Enlighten-

ment and the emergence of a print culture

has been added to Chapter 18, “The Age of
Enlightenment.”

New material on women in the French Revo-
lution has been added to Chapter 19, “The
French Revolution.”

Chapter 21, “Restoration, Reaction, and
Reform (1815-1832),” has been substantially

revised and contains a new section on the
character of nationalism.

@ New material on late nineteenth- and early
twentieth-century women’s history has been
added to Chapter 24, “The Building of Euro-
pean Supremacy.”

® Chapter 25, “The Birth of Modern European
Thought,” has new sections on modernism
and on women and modern thought.

® Chapter 27, “Political Experiments of the
1920s,” has been reorganized.

® Chapter 31, “Toward a New Europe and the
Twenty-first Century,” has been substantially
reworked with comprehensive new material
on post-World War II social history and the
most extensive coverage of recent events in
eastern Europe to be found in any western
history textbook.

MAaPs AND ILLUSTRATIONS Probably the
most striking change for readers familiar with
previous editions of The Western Heritage is the
introduction of color throughout the text. The
benefits of this change are most apparent in
maps and illustrations. The skillful use of color
in the maps greatly improves their clarity and
pedagogical usefulness. All 90 maps in the text
have been carefully edited for accuracy and
redrafted to take advantage of the new four-color
design. The text also contains almost 500 color
and black and white illustrations.

Ancillary Instructional
Materials

The Western Heritage, fifth edition, comes with
an extensive package of ancillary materials.

® dnstructor’s Manual with test items pre-
pared by Perry M. Rogers of Ohio State Uni-
versity. This includes chapter summaries,
key points and vital concepts, identification
questions, multiple-choice questions, essay
questions, and suggested films.

@ Map Transparencies in full color of all maps
in the text.

® Telecourse, The Western Tradition, an
Annenberg/CPB project, with Study Guides,
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Volumes I and II, and Administrative Hand-
book by Jay Boggis.

® Study Guide prepared by Anthony M. Bres-
cia of Nassau Community College that
includes commentary, definitions, identifica-
tions, map exercises, short-answer exercises,
and essay questions.

® Computerized Study Guide consisting of
15 multiple-choice questions from each
chapter with reinforcing feedback on correct
answers and clarifying feedback on wrong
answers. All answers are cross-referenced to
the text.

® Computerized Test Bank consisting of more
than 1500 multiple-choice and essay ques-
tions from the Instructor’s Manual for IBM
compatible and Macintosh systems.
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