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Preface

In this book I have attempted to document the stage my work has reached
since 1 first became interested in discourse analysis in 1968. I was a first
year student at the time, in Michael Gregory’s English department at Glen-
don College in Toronto. Gregory began our course by introducing us to
Hallidayan linguistics (grammar, register theory and stylistics) and hired
Waldemar Gutwinski to join the department to teach “American” linguis-
tics. It was Gutwinski who first introduced me to discourse structure, and I
have been shunting between clause grammar and cohesion analysis ever
since. :

Gutwinski was a student of Al Gleason’s, and after finishing my BA at
Glendon 1 enrolled in an MA at the University of Toronto to study dis-
course analysis with him. After my MA I went to Essex to begin a PhD with
Michael Halliday, returning to Toronto for 18 months to work with
Gleason before finishing my degree in Sydney in 1977; Halliday had
founded a new Department of Linguistics there the previous year. I began
teaching in that department in 1978; English Text is the result of lecture
courses in discourse semantics that I began in 1979.

My debt to Al Gleason, and to Michael Halliday and Ruqaiya Hasan
will be more than obvious to readers of this book. Readers familiar with
systemic grammar will perhaps forgive me if I refer to Gleason as my meta-
Theme and Halliday and Hasan as my meta-New. My thanks to them for all
of the kindness they have shown me over the years.

In addition I would like to thank the hundreds of students in our under-
graduate programme and MA programme in Applied Linguistics who have
had to learn these analyses to earn their degrees. Their contribution has
been inestimable, both in terms of their frustrations and what I have helped
them achieve. I would like to thank two of my former students in particular,
Eija Ventola and Joan Rothery, who applied these analyses over many
years to extended bodies of text and complained loudly when things didn’t
work. The few improvements I have managed to make in response to their
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queries have helped tremendously. 1 am also indebted to my colleagues
Christian Matthiessen and Clare Painter who commented on parts of the
manuscript, especially on Chapters 1 and 5.

Beyond the confines of my own Department, I would like to thank the
many colleagues who have supported my work over the years, particularly
in the fields of social semiotics and educational linguistics which have pro-
vided the main contexts for this research: members of the Newtown Semio-
tic Circle, the Literacy and Education Research Network (LERN), the Dis-
advantaged Schools Programme in the Metropolitan East Region of Syd-
ney, participants in the series of Language in Education conferences
anchored by Fran Christie, and my systemic colleagues across Australia and
overseas who I see at national and international systemic workshops/confer-
ences/congresses (whatever they now happen to be called). Of these,
Michael Halliday and Christian Matthiessen deserve special mention, both
again, for the invaluable grammar of English they have designed and taught
me to use.

Most of all I would like to thank my wife, Anne Cranny-Francis, whose
care has made it possible for me to live what I think (like write this book for
example, and many many things more).

I would like to dedicate this book to H.A.. Gleason, Jr., who taught me
to model text structure.




