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1. Readers
Learn Chinese Through 100 Sentence Frames is for English speakers in the global community who are

interested in China and are going to come to visit China. The Chinese knowledge of the readers can be none at
all or very basic, and they can use this book for self-study.

2. Contents

The practical sentences of a certain language are limitless, but the sentence models are limited. The sentence
models of syntactic structure are called Sentence Patterns, display with the syntactic constituents of a sentence
such as subject, predicate, object, attribute, adverbial, complement. Sentence patterns are less than 10. In this book,
the sentence models of semantic meaning called sentence frames are adopted. The sentence frames display with
meaning categories including time, location, source, goal, etc.. There are about 100 sentence frames. (Detailed
explanation shown in the following “Meaning Categories in Sentence Frames ")

This book is organized into ten different topic areas that readers will frequently find themselves in while
traveling and living in China. Each topic area includes ten practical sentence frames, representing types of daily
situations that the readers may find useful . A total of 100 situational sentence frames are provided in this book.
In addition to the sentence frames, other related useful vocabulary are also provided. For each situation the
readers can conveniently substitute related vocabulary into the sentence frame, making new sentences for their
individual needs.

The ten topic areas are as follows:




I. Useful Expressions II. Persons and Things III. Time and Location IV. Shopping

V. Eating and Drinking  VI. Accommodation VII. Transportation

VIII. Learning and Work IX. Culture and Recreation X. Sports and Health

3. How to use this book?

This book is different from Chinese textbooks used in the classroom. We take the needs of beginners as the
first priority and focus on training the ability of self-study of the readers. '

(1) Firstly, the readers will learn some useful expressions, such as greetings and introductions; expressing
happiness; praising; apology; saying goodbye, etc..

(2) The readers can find the English sentence frames from the ten parts in the contents based on their needs.
For example, if a reader wants to say: “Where is the subway station?” he should find VII. Transportation
i# [jidotong] from the contents first. Then, he will find sentence frame 068 in this section:

068 Where is the subway station?

Mo 4k 3b 2R 27 Diti&zhan zai nali 7

(3) The ability of self-study and acquiring Chinese knowledge independently shall be trained, especially the
ability of asking questions according to different conditions. The first sentence of the title of each sentence frame
is an interrogative sentence in terms of the declarative sentence in the frame. If the readers master the usage of
the interrogative sentences, they can ask in Chinese for information needed. Also, they can enlarge their Chinese
vocabulary and make more sentences at any time and in any place.

(4) In this book, one sentence frame is one table constituted by a number of columns of meaning categories.
The first line of the table is the sequence positions. The sequence positions will not be more than nine.

(5) In this book, each sentence frame takes two pages, on the left page is the sentence frame table, on the
right page is the vocabulary table, and in between are grammar notes. Self-learners are suggested to focus on



grasping the sentence frames on the left page, for the Chinese language doesn’t have morphological changes.
The main grammatical means of Chinese is sequence. And the sentence frames provide the learners with the
sequences of categories in Chinese basic sentences and their equivalent sequences of English translation.
Vocabularies in the table on the right page are optional for the readers to learn step by step based on individual
needs.

(6) The orders of the meaning categories in Chinese basic sentence frames are fixed. The order of the meaning
categories in a basic sentence frame without context movement is as follows: @ subjective; @causative; @ time;
@ location; ®follower; ®beneficiary; @verbal ®dative; @ objective.

Among the meaning categories, the sequence position of number seven @is the predicate verb of the sentence. It
mainly gives expression to action, state, existing, mentality, possessing, linking etc..

4. The main features of Chinese grammar explained in the notes

In this book, the features of Chinese grammar are separately explained in the notes of the sentence frames.
They are briefly as follows:

(1) In Chinese, words don’t have morphological changes. For example, Chinese verbs don’ t have tenses and
voices; and adjectives need not to be changed into comparative degrees, such as “good — better = best” in
comparative sentences.

(2) The word order of interrogative sentences is the same as that of declarative sentences.

@ “r [ma)]” is positioned at the end of a declarative sentence to form a yes-or-no question.

@ Interrogative pronouns (Wh-) are positioned where the answer are expected to form interrogative

sentences.

(3) The attributives and even the attributive clauses are always positioned before the head.




(4) The adverbials and even the adverbial clauses are always positioned before the predicate verb in a
sentence.

(5) The complement indicates the result, direction and degree of an action, a state or a change. Therefore it
is always attached after the predicate verb in a sentence.

(6) The genetic structural unit of Chinese is a monosyllabic sinogram. In general one sinogram stands for
one basic concept. Combinations of two or more than two sinograms stand for compound concepts.

(7) The main word formation type of Chinese compound nouns is “attribute + head.” The attributes
in general are sinograms indicating the features of the heads, and the heads are sinograms standing for
categories. In the following words: “ EF & [woshi] (bedroom)” , “ 2 & [jidoshi] (classroom)” , “ K &
[anshi] (darkroom)” , “/& & [zhdnshi] (showroom)” , “ifl & & [didodushi] (control-room)” , “3 i ¥
[yueélénshi] (reading-room)” , “BtAE [xiyanshi] (smoking-room)” , “&iX % [huiyishi] (meeting-room)” ,
the sinogram “% ([shi]” stands for the category of “room” .

5. Marks

[ ]denotes the content inside is Pinyin of Chinese words, for example: “# [ba].”

() denotes the content inside is the English translation or the Chinese translation, for example “# (dad).”

{ } indicates that the content inside can be dropped out.
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Introduction to Pinyin of Chinese iXi& “H&E" EIt

The script of Chinese is sinograms (Chinese characters). Each sinogram has a distinct pronunciation. Pinyin

is a set of phonetic symbols for marking the pronunciation of sinograms. In this book, Pinyin of Chinese word is
putin[ ], suchas & [ba] (dad).

IWIEMSC R I (B Chinese characters BT ( SCF2AARIE ) ¥ sinograms ). ML
TS, P SRR TEONE, AR RIOERILN PR mT (W, W &8
(ba] (dad).

1. Chinese syllables {UBRIT

The pronunciation of a sinogram is a syllable, which consists of three parts: @ an initial (the beginning
consonant), @ a final (the rear vowels and nasal consonants ), ® and a tone (the rise and fall of sound within the
whole syllable). For instance, the syllable “% [ba]” : “b” is the initial, “a” is the final, “*» over the
final vowel is the tone.

The tone is not only the rise and fall sound in the final, but the rise and fall of sound in the whole syllable, as
follows.

a syllable (575 ): ba [ # ] (dad)

(the tone) * ,
(the initial) b Q (the final)
AR A CHET, STHEANES AR OFE (ETELIEE ). O
(S TIEHRITES R B ) O (CEAETIIITHIRE ). W “28 [ba)™ “b” 2R, “a” EHIE,
AR ¢ B, EEARE R 9T, TR FEE R CRIR BB e
FoFHARE, Wl EERR.




2. The following are the initials and their similar English phonemes. FHijE “F#E” RILPIHEIERT .

Initial 7&F| Similar English {843 | Initial & | Similar English #2403 |Initial 8| Similar English {1

b like “b” in “boob” g like “g” in “get” sh like “sh” in “shoot”

p like “p” in “poop” k like “k” in “kept” r like “r” in “root”

m like “m” in “mood” h like “h” in “hat” Z like “ds” in “goods”

f like “f” in “food” j like “j” in “jeep” c like “ts” in “boots”

d like “d” in “dab” q like “ch” in “cheep” S like “s” in “bus”

t like “t” in “tab” X like “sh” in “sheep” w like “w” in “wet”

n like “n” in “nab” zh like “dr” in “droop” y like “y” in “yet”

| like “I” in “lab” ch like “tr” in “troop”

3. The following are the finals and their similar English phonemes. PR “HJ8” RILPUHIEER T .

Final 8| Similar English if{l& |Final #f3| Similar English #T{il% |Final #%F| Similar English i\
a like “a” in “father” (6] like “or” in “order” (3 Br.) in like “in” in “machine”
e like “er” in “her” (#Br)| ao |[like “ow” in “now” un like “oon” in “moon”
er like “er” in “her” (% Am.) ou like “ow” in “know” un like “un” in “lune” (7 Fr)
ie like “ye” in “yes” u like “u” in “blue” ang |like “ang” in “tang”
i like “i” in “poise” iu like “you” in “youth” eng |[like “ung” in “lung”
aj like “ai” in “aisle” u like “u” in “lune” (i Fr) ing like “ing” in “king”
ei like “ei” in “eight” an like “an” in “answer” ong |[like “wo00” + “ng”
ui like “ui” in “fluid” en |like “earn” in “earn” (3% Br.) ye like “ye” in “yet”




(D There are other compound finals beginning with “ i ” and *“ u

= u+ang”, The following are the compound finals.

” . which have functions such as “uang

BELL " F “u” FRELUIIGEIEE: “uang = u+ang”, 41TTRF7R.
ia=i+a iao=i+ao ian=i+an iang=i+ang | iong=i+ong
ua=u+a uo=u+o uai=u+ai uan=u+an | uang=u+ang

@Behlnd “j7 qa X, y” s
is 65yu7’

, as follows.

u =(. The pronunciation of “ju” is

“ji” ; the pronunciation of “y

u”

T . 9. x. Y ZIE, “u=0", “u AR 07w IIRERE Cya, WTTRERRTR.
ju=ii jue=jie | juan=juan jun=jijn qu=qii que=qiie |quan=quan| qun=qin
XU=xii xue=xiie | xuan=xian | xun=xin | yu=yi yue=yiie |yuan=yiian| yun=yiin
4. The following are the fones in Pinyin. FHiz: “PFE” WM “HiR”,

~ Tone Fif Tone mark iA%R Examples #$l=

The Ist Tone Zf—F= — J\ [ba] eight

The 2nd Tone £ 55 s # [bé] to pull up

The 3rd Tone 5 —F= v [ [bd] target

The 4th Tone £ PUE= N & [ba] dad

Neutral Tone %% &= without tone mark  CifIFR I [ba]  (aux.)
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Meaning Categories in Sentence Frames 3\ H1fj “ X %"

A sentence frame is a table constituted by a number of columns of meaning categories. The meaning
categories are the classifications of semantic relations. The main meaning categories are given below:

— MR TS « SR B piRRS, «X38 BIGESCRANISHIZE, EEIY X W

Subjective [Causative| Time | Location | Follower Beneficiary | Verbal | Dative | Obje
x| Re | mE | A | fE sk | w® | w& | ;
Person Reason Period Scope Tool Substance Action | Duration Relative
A H fHA B TH SEAK 1750 Ff Ik
Determiner | Purpose Source Manner State Frequency | Belongings
PRE HiY s Pkt R wiE JEY)
Attribute Basis Goal Material Linking | Amount
JEE S5 LI R BRER e

Some terms of the meaning categories, such as time, location, source, goal, scope, manner, tool, material,
amount, determiner and belongings, are easy to understand. They needn’t be explained. However, the other terms
of the meaning categories, such as subjective, objective, dative, beneficiary, follower and relative, are difficult to
understand. Therefore they need to be explained as follows.

e« HOARGE, f0 I b R &R TR 5 TR MR B8 IRE . B F,
AT, AR, BRALE S IARE, 1 “FEER. BIR BIR BIR R R




o EEARRARY, FrIARRELEA A0 T HIMERE

(1) Subjective is the first substance in an event, including: (D the doer of an action; @ the experiencers of
a state, attribute or a change; 3 the initial item of a judgment.

“Fkr B NEEEERE— Sk, O fTEHTE; @ RE. Bt aruiE s © Hlk
HIE T,

(2) Objective is the second substance in an event, including: (D the substance being affected by an action;
@ the substance being perceived; 3 the product being made ; @ the content of information transmitted..

wgefhr BN T sk, @ fTEINSEE; @ BRSO HINERIRR; @ 1R
BERAA.

(3) Dative is the third substance in an event, including: (D the receiver of a present; (@ the receiver of
information transmitted.

“OUART B—NEAEPRE S o O MRINEEEE; © BRIGIEINESZE .

(4) Beneficiary is another substance in an event, including: (D the substance being benefited; @ the
substance suffering loss.

“YpIA” B NEEREAMNY <SR O ZEE; O M.

(5) Follower is the substance accompanying the subjective in an event, including: (D the companion of the
subjective; @ the substance compared with the subjective in the event.

“ppph BNk <A OREREE . © EWINHME; © IREMREHEIISLR.

(6) Relative is the substance related with the subjective in an event, including: (D the substance being
related to the subjective; @ the final item of a judgment.

CEAR BN KRR SR © ERRRE; @ ARG
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