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This is the first really spring day. ...The sound of distant crows and cocks
is full of spring. ...Something analogous to the thawing of the ice seems to
have taken place in the air. At the end of winter there is a season in which
we are daily expecting spring, and finally a day when it arrives. ...Methinks
the first obvious evidence of spring is the pushing out of the swamp willow
catkins. . . then the pushing up of skunk-cabbages spathes (and pads at the
bottom of water). —March 10, 1853
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Still cold and blustering. . ..How silent are the footsteps of spring! 'There,
too, where there is a fraction of the meadow, too rods over, quite bare, under
the bank, in this warm recess at the head of the meadow, though the rest of
the meadow is covered with snow a foot or more in depth, I am surprised to
see the skunk-cabbage, with its great spear-heads open and ready to blossom.

.The spring advances in spite of snow and ice, and cold even.
—Journal, March 30, 1856
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