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INTRODUCTION TO IELTS

IELTS is a testing system which assesses how good a person’s English language is for the purpose of study
or training. The test is recognised around the world by universities and colleges.

There are two forms to the test:

Academic: which tests a person’s language for university study
General Training: which tests basic language skills with vocational education or immigration in
mind

There are 4 parts to each test. The Listening and Speaking tests are the same for both Academic and General

Training forms of the test. There are separate papers for the Reading and Writing tests. The organisation
looks like this:

Listening
4 sections, 40 questions
approximately 30 minutes

4//\

Academic Reading General Training Reading
3 sections, 40 questions 3 sections, 40 questions
1 hour 1 hour

l

Academic Writing General Training Writing

2 tasks 2 tasks
1 hour 1 hour
Speaking
3 sections

11 - 14 minutes

This book contains practice tests to help prepare students for these tests, whichever form of the examination
they have opted for. Choose the Reading and Writing tasks appropriate for the exam being taken.



HOW IS IELT
You will receive a general assessment of 0 — 9 based on the
average of the individual scores from each of the four
components. All four sections of the test are equally
weighted. The Listening and Reading sections are marked in
half and whole points whereas the Speaking and Writing
components are graded only as whole points.
An overview of the nine bands is written below to help you
understand the level of the band you have to gain to be
accepted onto your course.

9 Expert User: native speaker level. Can function
appropriately and accurately in all skills.

8 Very Good User: has excellent command of the language
but may produce some errors in unfamiliar
circumstances.

7 Good User: generally handles language well but with
some inaccuracies. Can produce a competent written
argument. Can understand abstract reasoning in reading
passages.

6 Competent User: has reasonable control of the language
but with some inaccuracies. May have some difficulties
with unfamiliar situations.

5 Modest User: can deal adequately with language in his
own area but will find difficulty in dealing with complex
language and unfamiliar situations.

4 Limited User: only able to deal with familiar situations
and not complex language. Often has difficulty in
understanding and expression.

3 Very Limited User: has problems in communicating.
Able to express general meaning only in familiar
circumstances.

5 17, 18, 19
55 20,21;22,23
6 24, 25, 26, 27
6.5 28, 29, 30

7 31,32,33

7.5 34,35

8 36, 37

8.5 38, 39

9 40

S ASSESSED?

2 Intermittent User: has many difficulties using the language.
Can only communicate very little basic information by
using a few words or phrases.

1 Non User: has no ability to communicate except for a few
isolated words.

0 Did not write the test: did not produce any information
to be assessed.

How to understand the scores

When each component has been marked, a raw score is
given and this is then converted into an equivalent IELTS
grade. An example of possible gradings of raw scores and
their equivalents is given below.

There is no official pass mark and the grade the candidate is
required to attain depends on the subject to be studied or the
institution, e.g. Science and Engineering departments will
probably ask for lower scores than Law and Literature.

It is usual for a university to ask for a minimum of IELTS 6
as the basic entry requirement and the average score is
normally what is looked at. However, if the course you have
chosen consists of mostly reading and writing, and you get 5
in either of these disciplines, then you may not be accepted
even if your overall score is 7. Each institution will set out its
own criteria for the individual candidate.

When you do the tests you should aim for a minimum score
of 24/25 in both the Reading and Listening components
before entering for the IELTS examination. If you do not
manage to get the score you require for your course, you will
have to wait three months before you are allowed to resit the
IELTS test. It is better to be sure of passing the IELTS
successfully the first time you enter yourself rather than
using it as a practice run.

Listening

<) 17, 18, 19, 20
55 21, 22, 23, 24
6 25, 26, 27, 28
6.5 29,30, 31

7 32,33

7S 34, 35

8 36, 37

85 38, 39




TIPS FOR IELTS STUDENTS

The following is some advice and information to help
candidates sitting for the exam.

General Information

a

b

In the IELTS there are no half marks for each question
in the Listening and Reading papers.

Spelling correctly is important. Both British and
American English spelling is accepted but be consistent
and do not mix styles.

If you are not sure of an answer, do not write two
possible choices. Even if one is correct, you will not be
credited with a mark.

Always read the instructions carefully before you start an
exercise as they do not follow a standard format in
IELTS.

Listening

a

b

Don’t lose your concentration and pay close attention to
the cassette as you only hear each passage once.

Do not spend too long on a difficult question as you may
miss the necessary information you need for the next few
questions. Instead, mark the number of the question you
are having problems with and look at it again during the
copying up time.

Always use the 10 minutes given at the end of the test to
check your work and not merely to copy your answers
onto the computer sheet.

Make sure you fill in the answers in the correct box on
the computer sheet.

Always be aware that there will be distractors, answers
which appear to be acceptable, to the questions given in
the listening texts so do not simply write the first possible
answer you hear. That answer may be contradicted a
little later.

Make sure you are familiar with the alphabet as some
answers require you to note down the spelling of a word.
Accustom yourself to listening to different accents. You
will hear a variety of accents on the cassette but British or
Australian are the most common.

Reading

a

b

Always read the instructions to the tasks as they may vary
from test to test.

Make sure you complete the computer sheet after each
reading. You are not given any extra time at the end of
the test to fill in the sheet.

Do not spend more than 20 minutes on each section as
you may not have enough time to complete the three
passages. Always time yourself when doing the practice
tests to get used to finishing each section in no more than
20 minutes.

d

As the sections of the Reading test become progressively
more difficult, if you take longer than 20 minutes on the
first two sections, you will have little chance of finishing
the third passage.

As the IELTS Reading paper covers a variety of written
styles, make sure you prepare yourself for this by reading
newspapers, journals, magazines and fiction and non-
fiction books.

Be prepared to be tested on any subject someone
attending a university would be expected to be aware of.
However, you are not expected to be an expert in all
these topics.

Sometimes in IELTS the questions are written before as
well as after the passage. Always check that you have
answered 40 questions.

Writing

Always make sure you fully understand the question and
write a plan before you start your essay. In Task One,
interpreting the information in the table correctly is one
factor which influences the final mark.

Be aware of time and never be tempted to spend more
than 20 minutes on Task One at the expense of Task
Two, which has a higher weighting.

Always leave some time to check your essays.

Always write the minimum number of words given as
short essays will be penalised. There is no maximum
number of words for each essay.

Speaking

Many questions in Part One concerning your personal
life can be predicted and prepared before the interview.
However, do not learn set answers by heart as the
examiner will recognise this. You will be tested on your
ability to speak English fluently and naturally so think
about the possible questions and make some notes on the
replies you could give rather than writing speeches.

Do not search for a particular word for very long. Instead
resort to paraphrasing.

If you don’t understand a question, do not be afraid to
ask the examiner to repeat it. If you are unsure and
misinterpret the question, then you will not give an
appropriate reply.

There are no right or wrong answers to the tasks. You
will be tested on your ability to discuss a topic effectively
in English with a native speaker and not on your general
knowledge.
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LISTENING
PRACTICE TEST 1

NUMBER OF QUESTIONS: 40
APPROX. TIME: 30 MINUTES

instructions

You will hear a number of conversations and talks
and you must answer questions on what you hear.

The conversations are recorded and you will have
time to read the instructions and questions, and to
check your work.

The tape will be played only ONCE.

The test is organised in 4 sections.

You can write your answers on the question paper

and at the end of the test you will be given time to
transfer your answers to an answer sheet.



LISTENING
TEST1 %

Questions 1 -8
For questions 1 - 8 complete the notes below. Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each answer.

Example Customer requirements: a (example) flight to Delhi.

route direct flight route 18 svasenssossersvanscibin

departure time Monday, 15.00 departure time ..o, ()]

arrival time Tuesday, 03.25 arrival time Tuesday, 16.30

other features extra leg room, other features 20kg baggage max
personal TV gl

S e

cost £383
route via Abu Dhabi

.......................

route via Istanbul

departure time Monday, 12.00 departure time =~ Monday, 11.35
arrival time Tuesday, 10.15 arrival time ...,
other features ..., other features

Questions 9 - 12
Circle the correct letters A - C.

9  When does the travel agent advise Sunil to book his ticket?
A the following month
B after seven days
C straightaway

10 Which airline provides the quickest route home?
A English Airways
B Air Bronco
C DGB Airlines

11 Which airline provides the cheapest route home?
A English Airways
B Air Bronco
C Karachi Air Tours

12 What is the reason for Sunil’s choice?
A the flight is the cheapest
B the flight allows him to visit his aunt
C the flight is best overall



LISTENING

Section 2 iQuestions 13 - 20

Questions 13 and 14
Circle TWO things you MUST NOT take on board with you.

cigarettes

lighter fuel

matches

gifts wrapped by a friend
mobile phones

BT QW

Questions 15 and 16
Circie TWO things you MUST take on board with you.

passport

books

boarding pass
foreign currency
sandwiches

Mo aw»

Questions 17 - 20
Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each answer.

17 When is the check-in time for the flight?

...............................................................................................................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................................................

10



LISTENING
TEST 1

......................................................
5]

5 i Questions 21 - 30

Questions 21 - 26
Match the ideas to the lecturers in the box below.

Lecturers

A Dr Wray C Professor Smith
B Professor Martin D Dr Klemper

21 An abstract should describe the contents of each section.

22 An abstract should immediately attract the attention of the reader.

23 An abstract should be of the same written standard as the dissertation.

24 An abstract should describe the methods used in the research.

25 An abstract should not describe all results or no-one will read the dissertation.
26 An abstract should state the main points clearly and concisely.

Questions 27 - 30
Circle the correct letters A - C.

27 The female student will put her findings first because
A she wants to make a big impact.
B Professor Smith suggested this.
C the other students prefer this.

28 The female student will submit her dissertation
A this week.
B next month.
C by Easter.

29 The other students will submit their dissertations
A this year.
B next year.
C at an unconfirmed date.

30 The female student will not go to graduation because
A she cannot afford it.
B she will be working.
C she will be on holiday.

11
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LISTENING

Questions 31 - 40

Questions 31 - 35 .
Match the rooms labelled A - H to the person in them or the function they perform. You will not need to

identify every lettered room.

Administrative Section 31
Student Loans Office K, 7 R S——
Finance Section 33 s
Cash Office 34 ...
Mrs Pearson’s office 2, LT o

Questions 36 - 40
Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each answer.

36 TRHE oosssssmssaseissnorisesonsssssssssonsssimsssssvssssssssnimussosssvasssssmsess of the dissertation should be single spaced.

37, “Thefabstract Shotldibeis .2 . st mmmnmmnmmm e 300 words long.

38 The regulations forbid the use of cOlOUr EXCEPL fOT .....ccviiririerureeeeteercte e aes ’
39 The declarations in the diSSErtion MUSt DE .......cceveeueueierernierreecese s seeaeens the abstract.
40 Dissertations are usually bound in ...........c.oooouiioiieioiceeeee e .



WRITE ALL ANSWERS ON THE ANSWER SHEET
The test is organised as follows:

Reading Passage 1 Questions 1-13
Reading Passage 2 Questions 14 - 27
Reading Passage 3 Questions 28 - 40

Start at the beginning of the test and read the
passages in order. Answer all the questions. If you
are not sure of an answer, you can leave it and try
to answer it later.

13



