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1.Contrite Clinton Claims Renewal®

President Clinton told ministers Thursday he feels “much
more at peace” than he used to thanks to pastoral counseling®@.

In starkly personal remarks® about his moral failings and
spiritual revival®, President Clinton today expressed anew his
remorse for the sex scandal that nearly toppled his prside-ncy‘s two
years ago and said voters must not hold Vice President Gore
responsible for sins that weren’t his.

“Surely, no fair-minded person would blame [ Gore] for the
mistakes I’ ve made,” Clinton declared to a gathering of evangelical
ministers® here, in a session beamed® by satellite to 15 cities
across North America.

The remarkable event seemed to be a mix of spontaneous
reflection and purposeful message-sending. Clinton spoke four days
before he is to give a valedictory address® celebrating his record at
the Democratic National Convention in Los Angeles, and he seemed
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eager to directly address the most prominent® blot on that legacy.

Some Gore loyalists, long fearful that the vice president will be
hurt by public perceptions of a low moral tone in this White House,
had hoped that Clinton would use that occasion to send a message of
contrition similar to what he delivered today. Clinton, aides said,
has no intention of doing that at Los Angeles.

In suburban Chicago this afternoon, however, the president
guided his audience through the most discursive public tour of his
inner life that any president has ever given. In confessional tones,
he talked about the pastoral counseling sessions he began two years
ago after admitting his affair with former intern Monica S.
Lewinsky and professed® to “feel much more at péace than I used
to.”

Apparently referring to a pattern of adulterous behavior,
Clinton said that public exposure was liberating. “I think that as
awful as what I went through, humiliating as it was—more to
others than to me, even—sometimes when you think you’ ve got
something behind you and then it’ s not behind you, this sort of
purging® process, if it doesn’ t destroy you, can bring you to a
different place,” he said.

“I’m in the second year of a process of trying to totally rebuild
my life from a terrible mistake I made,” the president continued.
“I don’ t think anybody can say, ‘Hey, the state of my spiritual
life is great, it’s constant and it’s never going to change. ‘I think
I’ ve learned enough now to know that’s not true; that it’s always
a work in progress and you just have to hope you’re getting better
every day. ”
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Clinton was speaking at the Willow Creek Community
Church, whose pastor, Bill Hybels, is one of the clerics that
Clinton meets with at regular White House sessions. Clinton’ s
remarks came in answer to questions from Hybels during a 75-
minute session.

White House aides said Clinton agreed to Hybels’s request for
an appearance months ago, but many of them were decidedly
unenthusiastic when they realized earlier this week how public the
event would be. They acknowledged, however, that Clinton may
have been eager for an opportunity to address concerns that his
behavior is a liability® for Democrats.

Hybels, a showman pastor who leads a church of 17, 000
members, told Clinton that some still think he never really came
clean about his mistakes. Clinton asserted in response: “I think I
gave a clear, unambiguous, brutally frank and frankly personally
painful statement to me because I had to do it. I finally realized . .
. it would never be all right unless I stood up there and said what I
did and said it was wrong and apologized for it.”

Clinton, in fact, has apologized frequently for his affair. But
he has never acknowledged what many critics consider the most
deplorable@ consequences of that affair: the misleading statements
he made under oath in the Paula Jones lawsuit.

Clinton has paid a $90, 000 fine as punishment for that
testimony. Even so, in an NBC News interview three months ago
he said “I strongly disagree with” federal Judge Susan Webber
Wright’ s ruling that he lied when he testified that he never had
sexual relations with Lewinsky, despite his subsequent admissions
that she performed oral sex on him.
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A sense of being under siege® seeped into Clinton’ s remarks
today; at one point he referred to his problems being “played out
with several billion dollars of publicity on the neon lights before
people. ”

But he said the adversity® forced him to confront® his
failings. “It may be that if I hadn’t been knocked down in the way
I was and forced to come to grips with what I’ d done and the
consequences of it, in such an awful way, I might not ever have
had to really deal with it a hundred percent.”

The wide-ranging discussion, laced with humor as well as
introspection®, touched on theology, politics and science. In it,
Clinton recapped® some of his toughest decisions, and important
moments in his presidency, good and bad.

It was difficult, he said, when he decided to intervene in
Kosovo, and also to take action against Saddam Hussein because of
his attempted assassination of former president George Bush. “I
just couldn’ t walk away from that and pretend it didn’t happen
and pretend the people who were responsible for that thought they
could kill an American president who had done something that we
all, most of us supported in the Gulf War,” he said.

Clinton said also underestimated the toll that early criticism of
his administration took on his lifelong friend and White House
counsel Vince Foster. Foster committed suicide and in a note
complained about being unfairly criticized in the news media over
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