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Phoenix—-a fabulous bird, of golden

and red plumage, which, according to a

Herodotus, came to

tale reported by

Heliopolis every 500 years, on the death

of his father, and there buried his body
in the temple of the sun. According to

another version, the phoenix, after living

500 years, built himself a funeral burning

pile and died upon it. From his remains

a fresh phoenix arose.

(The Oxford. Companion to

English Literature.)
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