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preface

to the fourth edition

11 good history begins with a good story:

that has been the touchstone of Nation of

Nations. Narrative is embedded in the way

we understand the past; hence it will not
do simply to compile an encyclopedia of American his-
tory and pass it off as a survey.

Yet the narrative keeps changing. As we constantly
revalue the past, searching for more revealing ways to
connect then and there with here and now, the story
shifts, sometimes in subtle ways and other times more
boldly. The fourth edition of this text has been signif-
icantly revised.

Changes to the Fourth Edition

Most broadly, the changes in this edition arise from our
conviction that it is difficult to understand the American
past without linking its story to events worldwide. Half
a millennium ago, the societies of Europe, Africa, and
Asia first began a sustained interaction with the civiliza-
tions of the Americas, and the interplay between new-
comers and natives, between old cultures and new, con-
tinues to this day. We still introduce each of the book’s
six parts with Global Essays and Global Timelines. But
for this edition we have also woven into the text of every
chapter additional shorter narratives underscoring the
global links. These narratives are not separate special fea-
tures. Sometimes only a paragraph in length, sometimes
an entire section, they integrate an international per-
spective whether we are discussing the trans-Atlantic cul-
ture of the early slave trade, the rise of postal networks,
the influenza pandemic of 1918-1919, or international
influences on the student rebellions of the 1960s. As the
title of the book’s new final chapter makes clear, we have
become a “Nation of Nations in a Global Community.”
This narrative of the 1990s views events through twin
engines of social change: the recent wave of immigra-
tion, whose upsurge rivals the influx at the beginning of
the century; and the global culture being wrought by the
communications revolution of the Internet and the
World Wide Web.

Xiv

In addition, a number of structural changes help
the narrative flow as well as reflect recent scholarship.

* A new prologue, “Settling and Civilizing the
Americas,” is devoted to the Pre-Columbian
Americas. It highlights all major regional cultures
of North America by focusing on the influence of
Mesoamerican classical civilizations on North
American societies.

e Part 4 employs a new chapter order. Chapter 18,
following our treatment of Reconstruction, now
covers the New South and the trans-Mississippi
West. The chapter’s narrative opening (on the Ex-
odusters) provides a useful bridge between the
two chapters. Chapter 19 is now “The New Indus-
trial Order” and Chapter 20 is “The Rise of an Ur-
ban Order.”

* The coverage of the 1920s and 1930s has been
consolidated into two chapters, down from three.
Chapter 24, “The New Era,” takes the narrative
through the Great Crash, and Chapter 25 has be-
come “The Great Depression and the New Deal,
1929-1939.”

e Part 6 (the post—World War II material) has been
thoroughly revised to create a more coherent, the-
matic story—always a challenge in narrating the
most recent years of the American survey.

e Chapter 28, “The Suburban Era,” extends its
political and foreign policy narrative through
the Kennedy administration, ending with (and
incorporating new scholarship about) the
Cuban missile crisis of 1962. This approach de-
lineates more clearly the arc of the first half of
the cold war, culminating in the confrontation
that brought the world the closest it has yet
come to a full-scale nuclear war.

e Chapter 29—now titled “Civil Rights and the
Crisis of Liberalism”—is more strongly focused
on the civil rights crusade as the era’s defining
social movement. Coverage begins with the so-
cial and economic background of the 1950s



and is followed by Brown v. Board of Education,
the Montgomery bus boycott, and the crisis at
Little Rock—materials originally treated in
“The Suburban Era.” New material emphasizes
the grassroots elements of the crusade and pro-
vides coverage of Hernandez v. Texas, the 1954
Supreme Court decision that proved as pivotal
for Latino civil rights as was Brown v. Board of
Education for African Americans. Lyndon John-
son’s Great Society and the counterculture re-
main in this chapter, as does the material on
the Warren Court.

e Chapter 30, “The Vietnam Era,” reorients its
coverage of minority activism by focusing on
the theme of identity group politics. Coverage
of the feminist movement, the Equal Rights
Amendment, and abortion rights has been
moved to this chapter to join expanded cover-
age of Latino protests (Chavez and the farm-
workers, Mexican American student activists)
as well as the campaigns of Native Americans,
Asian Americans, and gay activists.

* Chapter 32 now focuses, as its new name sug-
gests, on the conservative rebellion. It covers
the years from 1980 to 1992.

¢ And, as already indicated, Chapter 33 examines
the renewed immigration of the 1980s and
1990s, the rise of the Internet and its social im-
plications, and the influence of multiculturalism
on the contested nature of American identity. Of
course, the chapter also recounts the turbulent
events of the Clinton administration, both for-
eign and domestic.

New Pedagogy

Significant pedagogical changes appear in this edition.
Building on the popularity of our marginal headings,
we now include a succinct preview of each chapter’s
themes as well as bulleted summaries, which make stu-
dent review easier. These and other features of the text
are described on page xviii—xxiii.

Taken together, these revisions are substantial; in-
deed, they entailed a good deal of elbow grease to put
into place. But we believe that a text is unlikely to re-
main useful to its readers unless it strives continually
to rethink the ways in which history is presented. For
all that, we trust that the essential character of Nation
of Nations remains.

Preface to the Fourth Edition XV
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xvi Preface to the Fourth Edition

In addition, friends and colleagues contributed
their advice and constructive criticism in ways both
small and large. We owe a debt to Michael Bellesiles,
Lawrence A. Cardoso, Dinah Chenven, Christopher
Collier, James E. Crisp, R. David Edmunds, George
Forgie, Erica Gienapp, Richard John, Virginia Joyner,
Philip Kuhn, Stephen E. Maizlish, Drew McCoy, James
McPherson, Walter Nugent, Vicki L. Ruiz, Harold Se-
lesky, Jim Sidbury, David J. Weber, Devra Weber, and
John Womack.

The division of labor for this book was determined
by our respective fields of scholarship: Christine Heyr-
man, the colonial era, in which Europeans, Africans,
and Indians participated in the making of both a new
America and a new republic; William Gienapp, the 90
years in which the young nation first flourished, then
foundered on the issues of section and slavery; Michael
Stoff, the post—Civil War era, in which industrializa-
tion and urbanization brought the nation more cen-
trally into an international system regularly disrupted

by depression and war; and Mark Lytle, the modern
era, in which Americans finally faced the reality that
even the boldest dreams of national greatness are
bounded by the finite nature of power and resources
both natural and human. Finally, because the need to
specialize inevitably imposes limits on any project as
broad as this one, our fifth author, James Davidson,
served as a general editor and writer, with the intent
of fitting individual parts to the whole as well as pro-
viding a measure of continuity, style, and overarching
purpose. In producing this collaborative effort, all of
us have shared the conviction that the best history
speaks to a larger audience.

James West Davidson
William E. Gienapp
Christine Leigh Heyrman
Mark H. Lytle

Michael B. Stoff
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Global Essay

Global Time Line

Each of the book’s six parts begins
with an essay that sets American
events into a global context.

Each global essay includes a time line
comparing political and social events
in the United States with develop-

ments elsewhere.
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Amencans

Sometimes the most erdinary circumstances
end in the most extrsordinary discoveries. One of
those times was 3 morning in 1908 when George
McJunkin, an African American cowboy scanning
thie range near Folsom, New Mesico, for sty cal-
e, dropped bis gaze fnto a dry gully and spotted
some large bones poking through the soil. Intrigued.
he began digging and fou

Todged in the skeleton.

Tracking the Flrst

cestors of such hunters had come to the New
World. This aniahzing mystery puzzles (and di-
sides) archacologists and anthropologists, geoko-
gists and historians, sight down io the present.

Such men and wornten devote their lives to the hurd

work of diggthg in semote sites or exploring the
‘oceans Tloor, to the harder work of analyaing their
finds in laboraories. and to the hardest work of all
g 10 make sense of what it all means, Their
efforts have yielded much new evidence und e

years. Then

the auention of a'chmqngm, who identified she
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tions suil remain unanswered.
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another shack wave followed when some amateur
collectors digging at Clovis, New Mexico, unearthed
mose hones and spearheads: suspected o be-even
alder. Finally, in 1940, scientists established the great
antiquity of both finds by using “radiocarbon dating,”™
a method for measuring decay rates of the radioas-
tive isotope of carbon, which exists in organic mat-
ter like bone and starts 1o break down immediately
after an organism dies Tests revealed that the Jodi- plan and project and the technology | [
ans whose husting grounds were now called Folsom G il | w0 sew warm clothing and 1 store
and Clovis had been tuming bison it hones be- T . food. About 33,000 {
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These Homo sapiens sapiens excelled |
st surviving anywhere, armed as they |
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After the Fact: Historians
Reconstruct the Past

The book includes six essays that L S e |
demonstrate the methods used by his- T e v e b i o

torians to analyze a variety of sources,
ranging from typescript drafts of presi-
dential memoirs or handwritten nota-
tions in church records to military ca-
sualty estimates, public monuments,
and even climate data derived from
the analysis of tree rings. |
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1t was the growing power of monarchs as well as commercial

velopment that allowed early modern European

building industry and trade with ponts

1 india. By the
opening of the fificenth century, the Chinese scemed poised for even greater mar
ftime exploits. Seven times hetween 1405 and 1433, s “rreasure flect”— 300 ships
manned by 28,000 sailors and commanded by Zheng He

need Jung Hub
unfurled their red silk sails off g
i east Afra. The
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er and colonize new 1

rrtories Unlike western Europeans, they Liced no

Global Coverage

A section of the narrative in each
chapter discusses American history
from a global perspective, showing
that the United States did not develop ‘
in a geographic or cultural vacuum
and that the broad forces shaping it
also influenced other nations.
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Bnces to pursue succe
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tem made American heroes out of
ogers and

American
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ﬁumd ten:
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stressed the ”"",““”',‘
all_humanity. And the-
learned how to behave.
d decorum replaced the
Boisterous atmosphers of saloons
and music halls. Vaudeville audi-
ences adopted. the middle-class

public w‘am;nq popular enter-
tainment, as elsewhere in the new
urban, industrial society.
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ambivalent about this process. Cities beckoned migrants from the countryside and lust, of drunkenness, of pauperism, and crime of every sort” Both the champions

and the critics of the late nineteenth century had @ point. Corruption. crude

immigrants from abroad with unparalleled opportunities for work and plebsure
The playsright Isracl Zangwill celebrated the eitys transforming power in hif 1008

and disorder were no more or less a part of the cities than the vibrancy, enery
opportunities that drew people to them. The gap between rich and poor yawned
most widely in cities As social critic Henry George observed, progress and poverty

Broadway hit The Melting Por “The real American.” one of his characters explhined
is only in the Cructhle, Tiell you—he will be the fusion of all the races, thd com-
ing superman seemed to go hand in hand

Where Zangwill saw a melung por with all s promise for a new supdrrace In the end moral judgments, whether pro o con, missed the pownt. Cities stood
champions of traditional American values, such as the widely read Protestan| min- at the hubs of the new indusirial order. All Americans, whatever they thought about

1ster Josiah Strong, saw “a commingled mass of venomous filth and seething fin, of the new urban world, had 1o search for ways to make that world work

664 6635

Daily Lives

Every chapter contains an essay focus-
ing on one of five themes that give
insight into the lives of ordinary
Americans: clothing and fashion; time
and travel; food, drink, and drugs;
public space/private space; and popu-
lar entertainment.

654 Parl Folr The United States  an Industrial Age

I immigrant often cesulted in a cross-f of aultures The New
Cathay Boys Club Band, a marching band of Chinese Americans (shown here), was formed in San
Francisco's Chinatown in 1911, It was Inspired by the Columbia Park Boys Band of ltallans from nearby
North Beach and played Amarican music only.

Marginal Headings

Succinct notes in the margins high-
over their wives and families. Nor by law in 13 states could they marry whites
hght key terms and concepts. e i

carthquake and |
ereated *paper sons” (and less often “paper daughters™) by forging A

Special situation of the The Chinese were an exception 1o the pattern. The ban on the immigration of
Chinese Chinese laborers in the 1880s (page 651 had frozen the sex ratio of Chinese com.
munities into 4 curious imbalance Like other immigrants, most Chinese newcomers
had been single men. In the wake of the ban, those in the United States could nat
br

Y

destroyed birth records in 1906, resourceful Chinese immigrants
crican birth

certiicates and claiming their China-horn children as American citizens

Counterpoint

Each chapter incorporates a discussion s Wi
that explores contrasting ways histori- comemanh
ans have interpreted one of the chap-

ter’s central topics. These discussions
are integrated into the narrative to em-
phasize that such debates are an in-
evitable and productive part of writing
history.

Y

XX



Crisis & Constitution  Chagter 7 221

that role hecause they trusted that a large republic, with us millions of citizens
would yield more of that scarce resource—disinterested gentlemen dedicated 10 serv
ing the public good, Such gentlemen, in Madison’s words, “whose enlightened views
and virtuous sentiments render them superior to lacal prejudices,” would fill the
small number of nauonal offices

cd. Anti-Federalists drawn from the ranks of
ordinary Americans still believed that common people were more virtuous and gen
of
learning, and moneyed men, that talk so finely” complamed one Anti-Federalist.

Notall the old revolutionaries ag;

tlemen more interested than the Federalists allowed. “These lawyers and mq

waould “get all the power and all of the money into their own hands, and then they

will swallow up all us little folks * Instead of being dominated by enlightened gen

Summar’] tlemen, the national government should be composed of representatives from every

social class and occupational group.

The narrow majorities by which the Constitution was ratified reflected the con
tinuing influence of such sentiments, as well as fear that the states were surrender

A bulleted Summary reinforces each ing too much power. That fear made Patrick Henry so ardent an Anti-Federalist that

he refused (o attend the Constitutional Convention i 1787, saying that he “smelt

arat” “I am not a Virginian, but an American.” Henry had once declared Most

Chapter’s maln pOlntS_ Tikely he was lying, Or perhiaps Patrick Henry, a southerner and a slaveholder, could

see his way clear t heing an “American” only so lang as sovereignty remained firmly

in the hands of the individual states. Henry's convictions, 70 years hence, would

rise again 10 haunt the Union.

Significant Events : [
> chapter summary e e
A chronology at the end of each chap- FC—

give more thought to

ter shows the temporal relationship e drgauio o

islatures,

« In the wake of the Revolution, ordinary Americans

struggled 1o define republican society; workers began
ter
political, legal, and educational opportunities, and re

to organize, some women claimed a night to gr
g ght to g

a United States, as the evenis
of the postrevolutionary

among impor[an[ events. period Tevealed the weaknesses of ifie state and na

lional governments.

ligious dissenters called for disestablishment

In the mid-1780s the polincal cnsis of the Confed
eration came 10 4 head, prompted by the controversy

+ For a decade after independence, the revolutionar. over the Jay-Gardoqui Treary and Shayss Rebellion

ies were less committed 10 creating a single national
republic than 10 or

¢ The Constitutional Convention of 1787 produced

zing 13 separate stale re
an entirely new frame of government that ests

publics. each dominated by popularly elected legis
lished a truly natios

hmm

separation of powers among a judiciary, a hicameral
. t . 1 R o The Arucles of Confederation provided for a gov legislatare, and A strong exectutive
A (1 (1 1 lona ea(] ln ernment by a national legislature, but lefi the e
g il power of the purse, as well as all final power 0 * The Anti-Federalists, opponents of the Constitu

make and execute

al republic and provided for a

tion, softened their objec

ns when promised a bill

aws, entirely 10 the states
of rights after ratification. which was accomplished

Annotated references to both classic | s i when e s
studies and recent scholarship en-
courage further pursuit of the topics
and events covered in the chapter.

286 11we The Creation of a New Republic The Jeffersontan Republic  Chapter 8 287

* Tecumsch’s movement collapsed with his death * The Monroc Doctrine (1823) barred Eurdpean > i ifi
Significant Events

during the War of 1812 intervention in the Western Hemisphere

« France and Britain both interfered with newral ¢ Britains recogmition of American sovereignfy al . 5
rights, and the United States went 1o war against ter 1815 ended the threat of foreign imerfefence | e ey iy
Britain in 1812 in Americas internal affairs .

In the years after 1815 there was a surge in Amert
can nationalism ’
- 1801 Adains's “midnight” appointments; Marshall becomes

+ The Transcontinental Treaty with Spain (1819) e T aahingiam:
foreshadowed American expansion by drawing a Sone

jdge revival
boundary line to the Pacilic !m.lm-tmmw 1801 repealed

war resumes hetween Great Briain and France

v 1803 Mushary & Madisoa; Louisians Purchas

- 1904-1998 Lewi and Birk exeiton

aspects of western society are treated in John Boles, The Grea

Revival in the South (1972) and R David Edmunds, The —— 1605 Prophet's revivals begin

additional
reading

Shawnee Prophet (1983). Donald Jackson. Thomas Jefferson
and the Stony Mountains: Exploring the West from Monticells

| & gosdsney st pmsiienact
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Initial Blocks and Printer Ornaments

History records change over time in countless ways. The flow of history is reflected not
only in the narrative of this text, but in the decorative types used in its design.

m»y‘ Over the years printers have used ornamental designs to enliven their
‘ texts. Each chapter of Nation of Nations incorporates an ornament created

*2%| during the period being written about. Often these ornaments are from

printers’ specimen books, produced by type manufacturers so printers could buy such de-
signs. In other chapters the ornaments are taken from printed material of the era.

The initial blocks—the large decorative initials beginning the first word of every chapter—
are drawn from type styles popular during the era covered by each of the book’ six parts.
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Part 1 uses hand-engraved initials of the sort imported from England and Eu-
rope by colonial printers in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.

Part 2 displays mortised initial blocks. These ornaments had holes cut in the
middle of the design so a printer could insert the initial of choice. These holes
provided greater flexibility when the supply of ornaments was limited.

Part 3 features initial blocks cut from wood, an approach common in the early
and middle nineteenth century. This design, Roman X Condensed, allowed
more letters to be squeezed into a limited space.

Part 4 makes use of a more ornamental initial block common in the late nine-
teenth and early twentieth century. Some Victorian designs became quite ornate.
This font, a style that is relatively reserved, is Latin Condensed.

Part 5 illustrates an initial block whose clean lines reflect the Art Deco move-
ment of the 1920s and 1930s. Printers of the New Era turned away from the
flowery nineteenth-century styles. This font is Beverly Hills.

Part 6 features an informal style, Brush Script Regular. First introduced during
World War 11, this typeface reflects the more casual culture that blossomed dur-
ing the postwar era.



Information about Supplements

The supplements listed here accompany Nation of Nations: A Narrative History of the Ameri-
can People, fourth edition. Please contact your local McGraw-Hill representative for details
concerning policies, prices, and availability, as some restrictions may apply.

For the Student

Packaged free with every copy of the book, an Interactive Study Guide CD-ROM
(0072373792) includes quizzes containing multiple-choice, true-false, and fill-in questions
for every chapter; an Internet primer; and more.

The Student Study Guide with Map Exercises (Volume 1: 0072315040; Volume I1:
0072315059) includes for each chapter a list of learning objectives, key events, quizzes,
map identifications, primary source documents, and other resources to help students master
the material covered in the text.

Located on the book’s Web site www.mhhe.com/davidson4, the Student Online Learning
Center offers interactive maps with exercises, extensive Web links, quizzes, and more.

For the Instructor

The Instructor’s Manual/Test Bank (0072373725) offers a variety of resources for instruc-
tors, including ideas for classroom discussions and lecture strategies. Numerous multiple-
choice, fill-in, and essay questions are provided for instructors to use in constructing exams.

Computerized Test Banks for both the Mac (007237375X) and PC (0072373768) are also
available.

A set of Overhead Transparencies (0072315067) includes maps and images from the
textbook.

A Presentation Manager CD-ROM (0072373733) provides materials for instructors to use
in the classroom, including PowerPoint presentations and electronic versions of the maps in
the textbook.

A set of Audiotapes (Volume I: 0072373776; Volume I1: 0072373784) features conversa-
tions with the authors about topics covered in the text.
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istory is both a discipline of rigor,
bound by rules and scholarly methods,
and something more: the unique, com-
pelling, even strange way in which we hu-
mans define ourselves. We are all the sum of the tales
of thousands of people, great and small, whose actions
have etched their lines upon us. History supplies our
very identity—a sense of the social groups to which
we belong, whether family, ethnic group, race, class, or
gender. It reveals to us the foundations of our deepest
religious beliefs and traces the roots of our economic
and political systems. It explores how we celebrate and
grieve, how we sing the songs we sing, how we weather
the illnesses to which time and chance subject us. It
commands our attention for all these good reasons and
for no good reason at all, other than a fascination with
the way the myriad tales play out. Strange that we
should come to care about a host of men and women
S0 many centuries gone, some with names eminent and
familiar, others unknown but for a chance scrap of in-
formation left behind in an obscure letter.

Yet we do care. We care about Sir Humphrey
Gilbert, “devoured and swallowed up of the Sea” one
black Atlantic night in 1583; we care about George
Washington at Kips Bay, red with fury as he takes a rid-
ing crop to his retreating soldiers. We care about Oc-
tave Johnson, a slave fleeing through Louisiana swamps
trying to decide whether to stand and fight the ap-
proaching hounds or take his chances with the bayou
alligators; we care about Clara Barton, her nurse’s skirts
so heavy with blood from the wounded, that she must
wring them out before tending to the next soldier. We
are drawn to the fate of Chinese laborers, chipping away
at the Sierras’ looming granite; of a Georgian named
Tom Watson seeking to forge a colorblind political al-
liance; and of desperate immigrant mothers, kerosene
lamps in hand, storming Brooklyn butcher shops that
had again raised prices. We follow, with a mix of awe
and amusement, the fortunes of the quirky Henry Ford
(“Everybody wants to be somewhere he ain’t”), turning
out identical automobiles, insisting his factory workers
wear identical expressions (“Fordization of the Face”).

introduction

We trace the career of young Thurgood Marshall, criss-
crossing the South in his own “little old beat-up 29
Ford,” typing legal briefs in the back seat, trying to get
black teachers to sue for equal pay, hoping to get his
people somewhere they weren't. The list could go on
and on, spilling out as it did in Walt Whitman’s Leaves
of Grass: “A southerner soon as a northerner, a planter
nonchalant and hospitable, / A Yankee bound my own
way . . .a Hoosier, a Badger, a Buckeye, a Louisianian
or Georgian. . ..” Whitman embraced and celebrated
them all, inseparable strands of what made him an
American and what made him human:

In all people I see myself, none more and not one
a barleycorn less, And the good or bad 1 say of
myself I say of them.

To encompass so expansive an America, Whitman
turned to poetry; historians have traditionally chosen
narrative as their means of giving life to the past. That
mode of explanation permits them to interweave the
strands of economic, political, and social history in a
coherent chronological framework. By choosing narra-
tive, historians affirm the multicausal nature of histor-
ical explanation—the insistence that events be por-
trayed in context. By choosing narrative, they are also
acknowledging that, although long-term economic and
social trends shape societies in significant ways, events
often take on a logic (or an illogic) of their own,
jostling one another, being deflected by unpredictable
personal decisions, sudden deaths, natural catastro-
phes, and chance. There are literary reasons, too, for
preferring a narrative approach, because it supplies a
dramatic force usually missing from more structural
analyses of the past.

In some ways, surveys such as this text are the nat-
ural antithesis of narrative history. They strive, by def-
inition, to be comprehensive: to furnish a broad, or-
derly exposition of their chosen field. Yet to cover so
much ground in so limited a space necessarily deprives
readers of the context of more detailed accounts. Then,
too, the resurgence of social history—with its concern
for class and race, patterns of rural and urban life, the
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spread of market and industrial economies—Ilends it-
self to more analytic, less chronological treatments. The
challenge facing historians is to incorporate these ar-
eas of research without losing the story’s narrative drive
or the chronological flow that orients readers to the
more familiar events of our past.

With the cold war of the past half-century at an
end, there has been increased attention to the world-
wide breakdown of so many nonmarket economies
and, by inference, to the greater success of the market
societies of the United States and other capitalist na-
tions. As our own narrative makes clear, American so-
ciety and politics have indeed come together centrally
in the marketplace. What Americans produce, how and
where they produce it, and the desire to buy cheap and
sell dear have been defining elements in every era. That
market orientation has created unparalleled abundance
and reinforced striking inequalities, not the least a so-
ciety in which, for two centuries, human beings them-
selves were bought and sold. It has made Americans
powerfully provincial in protecting local interests and
internationally adventurous in seeking to expand
wealth and opportunity.

It goes without saying that Americans have not al-
ways produced wisely or well. The insistent drive to-
ward material plenty has levied a heavy tax on the

global environment. Too often quantity has substituted
for quality, whether we talk of cars, education, or cul-
ture. When markets flourish, the nation abounds with
confidence that any problem, no matter how in-
tractable, can be solved. When markets fail, however,
the fault lines of our political and social systems be-
come all too evident.

In the end, then, it is impossible to separate the
marketplace of boom and bust and the world of or-
dinary Americans from the corridors of political ma-
neuvering or the ceremonial pomp of an inaugura-
tion. To treat political and social history as distinct
spheres is counterproductive. The primary question
of this narrative—how the fledgling, often tumul-
tuous confederation of “these United States” managed
to transform itself into an enduring republic—is not
only political but necessarily social. In order to sur-
vive, a republic must resolve conflicts between citi-
zens of different geographic regions and economic
classes, of diverse racial and ethnic origins, of com-
peting religions and ideologies. The resolution of
these conflicts has produced tragic consequences, per-
haps, as often as noble ones. But tragic or noble, the
destiny of these states cannot be understood without
comprehending both the social and the political di-
mensions of the story.
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