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In today’s global village, who can afford not to understand the
U.S.A., the only remaining superpower and, by most standards,
one of the world’s most important nations? Many facets of
American life have been eagerly embraced around the world. Yet
the sense of “just like in the movies” familiarity that first-time
visitors often feel can be misleading. Underneath the gleaming
smile of popular culture lies a rich and complex society, brimming
with contrasts and contradictions. Ostentatious wealth coexists
with real poverty, bucolic towns with cities that scrape the sky. It is
a culture of go-getters, of high tech, high achievers who have put a
man on the moon and count Mars as their latest scientific sandbox.
It is also a deeply spiritual, compassionate country with a quiet

devotion to church and charitable works.

The sheer size and diversity of America can be overwhelming.
How does one begin to understand a country that spans six time

zones?

Culture Smart! USA aims to provide you with a cultural “road
map” to explain the human dimension of American society. We
take you on a tour of the core influences and unique ideals that
have shaped American society. These deeply held values drive
the behavior and attitudes you will encounter on Main Street and
in the workplace. We take the pulse of America today. Ever a
work in progress, America bears the challenge of upholding its
constitutional principles at home, and the responsibility of being

the world’s only superpower overseas. On a lighter note, we look



at the Americans at work, at home, and at play.

A nation of immigrants, America has an openness and
generosity of spirit to newcomers. Visitors will find a dynamic,
adventurous, warm people who will accept you on your own terms.
There are few cultural faux pas that can get you into trouble in this
relaxed and informal society. But don’t be lulled into a false sense
of security, either. Americans hold a firm conviction that theirs is
the best couﬁtry in the world. You’ll endear yourself to your hosts

by being mindful of this deep pride, and of their cherished ideals.

Finally, a disclaimer. In attempting to portray a nation
of 290 million people, one can use only a very broad brush.
Generalizations, with all their limitations, are unavoidable. The rule
of thumb is: be informed about cultural norms, but be flexible in
applying this knowledge. In other words, check your assumptions

before entering into any cross-cultural encounter!



Key Facts

Official Name

Capital City

Major Cities by
Population

Area

Climate
Currency

Population

Ethnic Makeup

Language

United States of
America

Washington, D.C.

New York,
Los Angeles,
Chicago, Houston,
Philadelphia

3,675,031 sq. miles

(9,518,330 sq. km)

which includes the
48 contiguous
states and the

capital district, and

the states of Hawaii

and Alaska.

Continental, with
extremes of temperature
and precipitation.

Dollar

290 million

White or mixed
race 68.5%; African-
American 13%;
Hispanic 13% ;
Asian 4%; Native
American and
Alaskan Inuit 1.5%

English

Also includes
various territories
and dependencies,
including American
Samoa, Northern
Mariana Islands,
part of Palau, Guam,
Puerto Rico, and the U.S.
Virgin Islands.

Many government
and commercial
services are also

provided in Spanish

and Chinese.




Government

Media

Electricity

Telephone

TV/Video

Time Zones

Protestant (including
Southern Baptist,
Methodist, and
Episcopalian) 56%;
Roman Catholic
27%; Jewish 2%;
Muslim 2%;
Other 13%.

Federal Government of 50 states and the
District of Columbia. The seat of
Government is Washington, D.C. The
executive is headed by the President. The
bicameral legislative body (Congress) is
composed of the Senate and the House of
Representatives.

The main network
television channels
are ABC, CBS, NBC.
The total number of
local, cable, and
satellite channels
exceeds 1,600.

There are 10,000
plus FM and AM radio
stations, and over 1,500
daily newspapers.

110 volts (60-Hertz)

Country code: 1 To dial out: 011

NTSC system. Pal
will only work on
multisystem TVs and
videos.

There are four time zones across
the American continent. Alaska and
Hawaii cover two more.
Eastern: GMT minus 5 hrs
Central: GMT minus 6 hrs
Mountain: GMT minus 7hrs
Pacific: GMT minus 8 hrs
Alaska: GMT minus 9 hrs
Hawaii: GMT minus 10 hrs
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LAND AND
PEOPLE

FBERE

In addition to “purple mountain mayesties and
amber fields of grain,” the landscape features
swampy wetlands, lush rain forests, shimmering

deserts, and glacial lakes.

ZEERNED T, RTY “R¥EHL, BB” . &
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tretching from “sea to shining sea®,” the United States of America
y is bordered by Canada to the north and Mexico to the south. People
generally think of it as the lower forty-eight states and the District of Columbia
(Washington, D.C.) situated in the central portion of the North American
continent. With a landmass of 3,675,031 square miles, America is the 4th largest
country in the world. It has a coast-to-coast span of some 2,700 miles, and is as
geographically diverse as it is vast. In addition to “purple mountain majesties
and amber fields of grain,” the landscape features swampy wetlands, lush

rainforests, shimmering (A Y:#)) deserts, and glacial lakes.

The other two stars on the Stars and Stripes® flag represent the states of
Alaska (northwest of Canada) and Hawaii (situated in the Central Pacific, 2,500
miles to the west of California). Other territories and dependencies include
American Samoa, the Northern Mariana Islands, part of Palau, and Guam in the

Pacific, and Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands in the Caribbean Sea.
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from sea to shining sea: At & B4k &, EMA kX & F 8| K -F# . & A Katherine Lee Bates (L
F#k - F - NE) 19135 % £ 6944 “American the Beautiful” ( K EWHELE) ), X
R EFPAH —4 .23F . Letus crown thy Good with brotherhood, from sea to shining sea.

(LA MUAR B E Bk 2 E47, AHFEHF, ) T X purple mountain majesties and
amber fields of grain (#& &L, £& £ 8) 4.k f HF,

the Stars and Stripes: “2 &3t”, £ HEH#



