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~ PROPER NAMES

Raff Brinker ['ref 'brigks]

Meitje Brinker ['metje 'brigks]
Hans Brinker [‘hzns 'brigks]
Gretel Brinker ['gretsl 'bripka]
Dr. Boekman ['dokts 'bukmon]
Annie Bouman ['#ni '‘baumen]
Ben Dobbs ['ben 'dabz]

Carl Schummel ['ka:l 'fumal]
Hilda van Gleck [‘hilds vzn 'glek]
Hoogs [hu:gz]

Katrinka ['katrinka]

Jacob Poot ['dieikeb 'pu:t]

Jan Kolp ['dzen 'kolp] :
Lambert van Mounen [']lzzmbat van ‘maunarn]
Ladwig van Holp [‘luidwig van 'holp]
Peter van Holp ['pi:td van 'holp]

. Rychie Korbes [ritfi 'ko:bz]

Voostenwalbert Schimmelpenninck ['vusten-
wolba:t !'{imslpenink]

PLACE NAMES

Amsterdam ['@msta'dem] — F[HETFE T
Broek [bru:k] — #Hf

Haarlem [‘ha:lom] — &)

Hague, The [heig] — ¥F

Holland ['holond] — #j2%

Leyden [leidn] — #iH



HANS AND GRETEL ON THE ICE

On a cold December morning two poorly
dressed children were standing on the bank of

a frozen canal'! in Holland. It was still very
early and almost all the people of the little
Dutch? town of Broek were asleep. Only some
peasant women skated along the canal, with

e e

heavy baskets on their heads.

The two children, who were brother and

. sister, wanted to skate a little before their
- mother called them home. They were so poor
 that they had only wooden skates. The chil-
- dren tied those wooden skates to their feet with
. strings and skated as well as they could.®
“Come quick, Gretel,” cried her brother,
skating away. “We have little time before

- mother calls us.”

“Oh Hans,” cried the little girl, “I cannot
fasten my skate. The string is too short and
- it hurts my foot.” ‘ |
Hans, who was a good brother, ran back to
.~ his sister. “You must wear your new shoes.
 These are too old,” he said.

p 1. on the bank of a frozen canal [ko'nzl] — #—
- &EE TKRETE L.

" 2. Dutch [datf] — #2283,

J. as well as they could — JRWREHL (fiFHED).
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“Don’t you remember,! Hans?” answered
Gretel with tears in her eyes. “Father threw
my new shoes into the fire a few days ago.”

“Don’t cry, Gretel,” said her brother. “I
shall try to tie your skate to this old shoe.” He
took off his cap, pulled out the lining2 and put
it over Gretel’s shoe. Then he pulled the short
string as hard as he could® in order to tie the
skate to the shoe.

Though the string hurt her foot Gretel did
not cry. In a moment* the two children were
laughing and skating along the canal. But
wooden skates soon become damp: Hans’s skates
began to squeak, and before he could stop he
fell on his back on the ice.

“Are you hurt, Hans?” cried Gretel and
skated up to her brother. “Oh, you are laughing!
Well,5 try to catch me,” and she skated quickly -
from him. Hans was on his feet again,® but it
was not easy to catch Gretel. When her skates

began to squeak too, she turned and skated
into her brother’s arms.7?

—

1. Don’t you remember? — {RAFEEIE? -

2. pulled out the lining ['lainin] — By Hid.

3. He pulled the .., string as bhard as he could, —
Mo B B

4, in a moment — —2 J[..

5. Well — 4700,
R 6. Hans was on his feet again., — Hans ki E T
:!n -7, She ... skated into her brother’s arms, — #isi &
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“I've caught you!” cried Hans. |

“No, I've caught you,” answered Gretel. .

The children were still laughing and trying
-to catch each other on the ice when they heard
~ a voice calhng, “Ha.ns, Gretel! Come home.”
| “It’s mother,” said Hans becoming serious.
“Come, Gretel.”

The brother and sister took off their skates
and ran quickly to their cottage, which was
-not far from the canal. ;

- HANS AND GRETEL AT HOME

Holland is a country where a large part of
the land is lower than the level of the sea.
the sea away from the land There are also
ditches, canals, rivers and lakes all over the

'country 2 In summer people fish and row in the
lakes and rivers, in winter they skate on rivers

and canals, because it is the quickest way to
go from place to place. .
Dutch people always have to fight the sea.?
Every year they spend very much money in
- order to repair the old dykes and build new

B i e TP

1. keep the sea away from the land — ¥tk (VA
R AR).

2. all over the country — 2F & #i.
3. to fight the sea -~ Mk u{EI-P.

There are many dykes everywhere which keep



onesd H the dykes are out of order,2 the sea
“may rush over the land, and many people will

be ruined and even killed.

In spring there is always danger of a flood.
Engineers and workmen watch over$-the dykes
day and night. |

Raff Brinker, the father of Hans and Gretel,
had worked on the dykes for many years. One

 day he was repairing a dyke during a terrible
- storm. He had a bad fall* and hurt his head.

For a long time his life was in danger. When
he recovered he could not work any more.
Though he was strong again, his mind and
memory were gone.® His wife, Mrs. Brinker,
worked hard for her family. She kmtted
stockings and grew vegetables, but she could
earn. little money: she had to look after® her
husband, who was like a little child now.
“Children,” their mother often said, “your
father was so good and clever. Do you remem-

ber him, when he was well,7” Hans?”

new ones — $iif. (X EH P (L4 M ones # dykes.)

&

2. to be out of order — 7T .

3. watch over — F5F.

4. He had a bad fall. — {hFEHE T —B.

5. His mind and memory were gone. — {illjjfisKes
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6. to look after — Rk}
7. he was well — - 4t B {A it R -



“Oh, yes, mother, he could do everythmg |

and he sang and laughed so often!”
Both children helped their mother as much

- as they could. .
Hans, who was fifteen, was very clever at

- cutting things out of wood.! He sold them and
- 80 earned a little money too. In autumn the

~ brother and sister gathered peat for fuel and

~ helped their mother in the garden.
"_ Gretel, who was twelve, also earned a little
- money. She looked after the geese of the

. mneighbouring farmers. She could sing and sew
~ and she knew how to take care of2 flowers and

i vegetables. But she did not like to read. Hans,

 on the contrary,® liked books and was very

| _' clever. The boys of his class, who often laughed

' at Hans’s poor clothes, were very angry that

 he was the best pupil at school.
: In winter the children went to school every
~ 'day, but they always had much work to do at

 home. That is why* on that cold December

morning they hurried home when they heard
- the voice of their miother.

- 1. was clever at cutting things out of wood — #F*
 FAKEERI & R A RERY AR TE.

-~ 2. to take care of — [f¥}.

3. on the contrary — #f .

4. That is why... — XERRE AT Lses s



MORNING ON THE CANAL

- While our little friends were helping their
mother in their small cottage many merry boys
and girls were skating along the canal. They
were dressed in bright woollen clothes and had
nice warm caps, for they belonged to the rich
families of the town. There was the burgomas-
ter’st daughter, Hilda van Gleck, and Annie
Bouman, a farmer’s daughter. Then there was
the proud Rychie Korbes, whose father was
one of the leading men of Amsterdam.2 There
was a small boy with the very long name of
Voostenwalbert Schimmelpenninck and many
other boys and girls; they were all skating up
and down the canal and laughing merrily.
Sometimes they ran into® fat old gentlemen
who were skating slowly and heavily towards
the town.

Working people were skating to their shops
and factories, and market-women were hurrying
to town with heavy baskets on their heads.
The merry crowd of boys and girls stopped to
talk to.a pretty girl who had just appeared on

1. burgomaster ['bo:go'massts] — (FFLEEE) K.

2. Amsterdam [‘zmsto'dem] — FIHNHUEH (B2 4
Wifiz—) : |

3. ran into (a person) — Fi (XA) M-
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| the ice. “Oh, Katrinka!” they cried all toge,ther
“Have you heard of the race? You must take
- part in it!”
_ “What. race?” asked Katrinka, laughing.
“Please, don’t talk all at once.l I can’t under-
stand you.”

“Don’t you know?” said Rychle “We shall
have a great skating match at the end of the
month. The best skater will get a wonderful
prize.”

“Yes,” cried many voices, “a pair of silver
skates with silver bells!” '
| “No,” cried other voices, “not with bells,
‘but with arrows.” S
. “Don’t quarrel,” said Hilda quietly. “The
girls’ skates will have bells and the boy’s
skates arrows on both sides.”

“Who will take part in the match?” asked
Katrinka, who was one of the best skaters of -
the school.

“All of us,” answered Rycgle “It will be
such fun!”s
| “There’s the school-bell!”s shouted one of

the boys and the merry crowd of children quick-

—

1. “Don’t talk all at once.” — RE—iEH,

2. all of us — RFEFTHFHA.
3. It will be such fun! — H—FEHEAH k!

. 4, There’s (=there is) the school-belll — Nejryes
WT! '
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ly skated towards the school-house that stood
half a mile away,® on the bank of the canal.

In a ‘moment Katrinka was far ahead. The

others tried to catch hér, but that was not so
easy, for she was the swiftest skater among
them. - :

HANS AND GRETEL FIND A FRIEND

As soon as lessons wete over2 the children

~hurried to the canal again. They all wanted to

practise on the ice for an hour, because all

were eager to take part in the coming race.’?
“Look,” said one of the boys, Carl Schum-

‘ inél,_ to Hilda with a laugh, “there’s a pretty
pair* on the ice. The little beggars! What fun-.

ny wooden skates they have!”

“They are good children, Carl,” said Hilda,
“and you must not laugh at them. It was
probably very hard to learn to skate on wooden
skates. 1 think that the boy made them him-
self. His mother is very poor and his father is
so ill that he cannot work.” With these words

1. half a mile away — 47 H.
2. as soon as the lessons were over — —F [ i#gt... -
3. were eager to take part in the coming race — i

- B mEHEITEHR.
L 4 There’s a pretty pair. — WH—MER. (pretty
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'-:'Hllda who was a kind-hearted girl, turned herr

 back on Carl Schummel and skated towards
Hans and Gretel. The brother and sister were
. standing at some distance! and sadly watching
- the group of merry children.

“What is your name, little girl?” a.sked_

Hilda. =
“Gretel,” answered the child, looking timidly

- at the young girl in fine clothes. “And my
- brother is called Hans.” _
s “You must put on‘a warmer jacket,” said
' Hilda, “you look cold.”
~ Gretel who had' no other jacket? tried to
~ laugh. “It is nothing,”8 she answered. “When I
- skate I am very warm.”

~ Hilda understood that she must not speak
~ about Gretel’s clothes any more. So she said:
~ “Do you know, that there will soon be a great
- skating race? You and your brother must take
~ part in it too.”
o Gretel looked at Hans. “Our skates are

 made of wood,” answered the boy. “They soon

_ become damp and then we fall, so we cannot
take part in the race.” -
Hilda had eight small coins in her pocket—

- the price of one pair of skates. So she asked:

—

1. at some distance — F—EEEVL4H.

2. who had no other jacket — MZHE - HEHE.
3. It is nothing, — B H 4.
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“Which of you skates better?”

“Gretel.” replied Hans quickly.

“Hans,” answered Gretel at the same time.

Hilda smiled. “This money is enough for
only one pair of skates. You must decide
yourselves which of you has more hope to win
the race.” She put the coins into the boy’s
hands and quickly skated away from the two
children.

“Miss Hilda,” cried Hans, rushing after her,
“we cannot take your money.”

“Why not?” asked Hilda, stopping.

“Because we have notearned it,” replied
Hans proudly.

' The young girl thought a little and then
said: “Gretel has a pretty wooden chain on her
neck. Can you make such a chain for me?”

“With pleasure,! Miss Hilda,” said Hans.
“You will have your chain tomorrow.”

~cAnd the money that I have given you
will be the price of the chain,” answered Hilda
and skated merrily away.

“Well,” said Hans to Gretel, “I shall work
-hard tonight, and the chain will be ready in
“the morning.”

“How wonderful!” cried Gretel. “If mother
sends us to the market tomorrow, you can buy
the skates, Hans.”

1. with pleasure ['pleze] — fREE. (k% AHNZE
i



