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Bicycles

By Gare Thompson

Reading Objectives i3 B#x

Word Attack and Vocabulary Skills
TR C B

Decoding compound words

AT 525 1]

Using -ed with past tense verbs

BN -ed 22—t £

v

v

v

Decoding multisyllabic words

A% 5

Content and Thinking Skills
7iE 5 Bl
~» Understanding that people have used
technology to change and improve the bicycle
AT SR Stk A A7 %=
~>» Understanding that bicycles are a form
of transportation
BRAR AT 2R FhAsil 2 :
== Recognizing that bicycles are used for a variety &
of purposes
et BAT AR Z R0 8




Today, you can ride all kinds of bikes. You can ride a
racing bike. You can ride a mountain bike.

You can ride a bike in different places. You can ride a
bike on a road. You can ride a bike in the park. Bikes
today are very different from the bikes of long ago.



Early Bicycles

In Germany, a man built a walking
machine in 1816. It was made of wood. It had
no . You moved the two-wheeler by
walking it. You steered with a bar connected

to the front wheel.

U 15 it B 38 5T
pedal /'ped|/ The first bikes were »
n. BEHR; v BREEMR GRS, B (%) made of wood. They dic

i#] 1% & % 37 iC

scooter /'sku:ta/ n. BX R &

Riding a walking machine »
was a bit like using a
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Over time, inventors improved these
early wooden bikes. They added pedals
and a steering fork. These things
helped to move and steer the bike.

Later, they added metal . Riders
shook as they rode the bikes with
metal tires over the streets.
They called these bikes

Vv “Boneshakers” were
not comfortable to ride.

steering fork &%

15 132 2t By 43 5T

tire /'tara/ n. ® B4

i# % £ % 17 iC

boneshaker
/boun'[erka/
n W IBERMETF
bumpy /'bampi/ -
adj. I IR 7~ F &y

pedal BIEs#HR




The high-wheel »
bike was popular
in the 1880s.

The next bike was called a “high-wheeler.”
Pedals were to the large front attach /a'teet[/
wheel. The wheel was large to make the: i+
bike go faster. The larger the wheel, the

faster the bike could go.
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The Modern Bicycle

In 1886, a bike in England made the
first safety bike. Safety bikes looked much like the
bikes we ride today. The safety bike had wheels that - :

I solid rubber tires
were the same size. The pedals were attached to a R Ba
chain. Now, a
rider could use the
pedals to move

the back wheel.

15 132 i B 17 iC

manufacturer
/.meenju'feekt[ora/

n. #ll & /&

chain &

~ 1880s |

Bicycle Changes

Over Time
12



racing handlebars
BEFIT

~ changing gears

light frame
T RZELR

drink holder

IKTEZR

1940s 1960s 1970s

headlight
AT ZEHIAT

elevated seat
Ft B B2

thicker tires
for riding

cross country
Wit By B R AR

13
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Bicycles

Became Popular

The safety bike made riding easier and safer.
By the 1890s, bikes were becoming very
popular. More and more people bought bikes.
Soon, the streets were filled with people riding
bikes to and from work. Riders formed bike
clubs. Others began to race.

Y Aboy practices riding
at bicycle school in 1961.




At first, women wore long skirts
when riding bikes. Their skirts
would get caught on the bar.
Bike manufacturers started to
make bikes for women to ride.
These bikes did not have a bar
across the top.

< Many women rode
three-wheelers in
the 1890s.

v By 1936, many women wore shorts when cycling.




