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Unit 1 Short Stories

Lead-in

1. Steelman was disgusting, evil, shameless, rascally, impudent, rude,
blackguardly.

2. | commendatory meaning | neutral meaning derogatory meaning
kind, forgiving, | reserved, sensitive, | impolite, lazy,
gracious, unselfish, | quiet, shy, talkative, | dishonest, hypocritical,
trustworthy, sincere, | sentimental, ambitious, | disgusting, arrogant,
reliable aggressive shameless

3. Tips on how to gain others’ respect:
1) To gain respect from others, you have to respect yourself first.
People will give you their undying respect as long as they recognize
that you portray these 3 key attributes: trustworthiness, integrity
and mindfulness. Having these qualities demonstrates your level of
consciousness and maturity.
2) Be a life long student. Let people know that you are willing to
learn from them and you are genuine about it. Learning is growing,
and growing is learning. You cannot learn all by yourself. To truly
grow, you need others along the way. And when you show people
your willingness and enthusiasm to learn from them, you’ll be
amazed how helpful and happy they will be to support you.
3) Be open and get to know people who are different from you. If you
are interested in something, never be afraid to ask questions. You
won’t be ridiculed for showing real interest.
4) Be authentic and reliable. Before you make a promise, make sure
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you can deliver. Keeping your word is very crucial to building trust
and credibility. There’s nothing more detrimental to your image
than having people believing in you and letting them down.

5) Be generous. A generous heart gives freely without having any
expectations. Don’t try to buy people’s loyalty or support. It will
backfire on you! You will reap more benefit and reward from giving
truly from your heart, rather than being calculating. Even if you
don’t get something in return, the eternal laws of reciprocity will
find a way to balance things out for you and give you your dues.

Text A
Steelman

Text-related Information

Etiquettes with Visitors

We are living in a society and this society is made of people living
around us. We must have good standards of dealing with others and
people around us will form their opinions about us after having a look
and observations on our etiquettes. We must understand minimum
standards of our society and also the minimum standards of the people
of the world and therefore at all occasions we must keep in our mind
that we shall keep intact our personalities.

Let’s take etiquettes with visitors for example: to avoid making the
host as well as ourselves embarrassed, we must realize there are some
things we shouldn’t do. Here are some:

1) Whoever enters a house without invitation for meals, he acts like a
burglar.

2) The guest should immediately notify the host if he has no intention
of eating there for some reason. It should not happen that the host
prepares the food and then all goes to waste. This will cause much
grief to the host who underwent inconvenience and labored to make
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hospitable arrangements for the guest.

3) The guest should not remain at the place of the host for such a long
time that would either inconvenience or disgust him. Once the work
is complete, the guest should seek permission to leave.

4) The guest should not interfere in the arrangements and systems of
the host.

5) The guest should never adopt a demanding attitude or tone. He
should tender his wishes with humble requests.

6) The guest should not ask the host for something; perhaps the host is
unable to fulfill the request and is thus put to shame. In particular,
the guest should not inconvenience the host or put him to shame by
asking a request at the time of departure. The time for fulfilling the
request will be too less and the host will suffer shame by not being
able to satisfy the guest.

7) The guest should not enter anyone’s room without permission. The
guest is obligated to seek permission.

Discourse Analysis

1. Main Idea

Steelman was a hard case. If he visited your house without
invitation, he wouldn’t leave until something better turned up. No
matter what measures you took to avoid him and no matter what ways
you tried to drive him away, you would be in vain. Worst of all,
Steelman remained in your home as if he were the host and dominated
everything, which would drive you to the verge of madness.
2. Writing Style

Steelman is the main character in this short story, and the author
chooses this name to achieve particular effects. Steelman sounds like
an ordinary person’s name, but it carries some connotation. Generally
the term “Steelman” conjures up an image of a strong-willed person,
which carries a positive meaning. But here it is used in a negative
meaning, as the story shows that Steelman is a rascal, who won’t give
up easily as long as his demands are not satisfied. Even if you try every
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means to dismiss him, he will never feel shameful; you will just make
yourself exhausted physically and psychologically.

In the opening paragraph, the author states directly: “Steelman
was a hard case.” In the following paragraphs the author conveys the
same idea by using different expressions such as “There was no shaking
off Steelman” and “There was no choking him off”. These sentences all
function as the controlling ideas, and all the other events lead to the
fact that Steelman is extremely shameless and really difficult to deal
with. To prove this point, the author goes on with one episode — how
an old schoolmate is plunged into a horrible encounter with Steelman
and suffers from the misfortune.

3. Division of the Text

Part 1 (paras. 1—6) Steelman was a hard case.

Part 2 (paras. 7—17) Steelman once visited the Browns and they
tried every means to turn him out, but in
vain.

Part 3 (paras. 18—21) Steelman threatened Brown into accusing
him of assaulting his friend.

Language Points & Difficult Sentences

1. precaution :

(D He took every precaution, but still got a bad deal on that used car.
@ Precaution was impossible in those dire circumstances.

2. ... he would ask you to fix up a shake-down on the floor and put him up for the
night. (para. 1) — ... he would ask you to make a temporary bed for
him and spend the night in your home.
put sb. up — find food and lodging for sb.

@D Can you put us up for the weekend?
@ We put up our friends at the hotel, because our house was too small.

3. There was no shaking off Steelman. (para. 2)

There was no choking him off. (para. 6)

Both sentences mean there was no way to drive Steelman away from
your home.
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4. pressed him against his roving inclination (para. 2) — urged him to get rid
of his desire to wander around
inclination — liking or desire; tendency towards a condition;
disposition
® Some parents have no time or inclination to play with their children.
@ People often decide on their aims in life according to their inclinations.
® He showed no inclination to leave.

5. offend — cause displeasure, anger, resentment, or wounded feelings
B3L
@ Bad manners may offend people around you.

@ It would offend against her conventions.

Cf. insult — speak or act in a way that hurts or is intended to hurt a
person’s feelings 3%

@D You don’t have to apologize to me. You didn’t insult me.

@ He did use the insulting language.

Cf. assault — attack by a sudden rush &3

He was found guilty of assaulting a police officer.

6. He was cheerfully blind and deaf to all hints, and if the exasperated missus said
anything to him straight, he would look shocked.. (para. 4) — He would
ignore all the hints that he was not welcome and would look greatly
surprised if the angry hostess said something unfavorable to him...
hint — indication; clue
D He wanted to avoid any hint of scandal.

@ Give me a hint about the big news.

7. as likely as not — most likely, probably
@ As likely as not, he has lost his way.

@ The soccer game will end in a draw, as likely as not.

8 awkward — embarrassing; requiring great skill
® an awkward remark & A&l KIFS
@ an awkward silence 4 A BT 2R
® An awkward situation arose during the peace talks. 7EFI¥ik¥] &

BT RFHIER.

9. back up — support



O We need further facts to back up our statement.
@ The boss was considerate to his employees, and his employees
always backed him up.

10. Here poor Brown broke down —very sorry he had spoken at all; but Steely
came to the rescue with a ray of light. (para. 11) — Brown couldn’t
control his feeling and felt regretful for what he had said. At this
moment an idea occurred to Steelman and he went on with another
topic.
break down — lose control of one’s feelings
@ He broke down when he heard of the news, but quickly recovered.
@ She had broken down and cried.
come to the/one’s rescue — save sb. or sth.

@ If that woman keeps me talking, will you please come to my
rescue and take me away from her on some urgent business?

@ The government may have to come to the rescue of the factory in
order to save the workers’ jobs.

a ray of light (figurative use) — a ray of hope —##

11. knock about (colloq.) — lead an unsettled life, traveling and living in
various places
® He has knocked about all over Asia.

@ My uncle has been knocking about Africa most of his life.

12. pass ... off as — pretend that someone or something is someone or
something else
@ She passed herself off as an experienced actress.

@ He passed the idea off as his own.

13. I've made a mess of it. (para. 16) — I've made the issue worse and
worse.

14. reckon — assume; suppose; consider
@ She reckoned that there was a risk.

@ Do you still reckon him as one of your friends?

15. He took a day off to get thoroughly worked up in, came home that night full to

the chin of indignation and Dunedin beer, and tried to kick Steelman out.

(para. 19) — That day he didn’t go to work and did something to stir
6



himself up. At night, after drinking some beer, he came home, full of

anger.

get worked up in — become upset or angry

D Why are you so worked up in?

® He was not in a mood, and a trifle would get him worked up in.

indignation — anger caused by injustice or misconduct

@ His acts aroused the indignation of all people.

® To the indignation of all the workers, the manager made an
irresponsible plan and caused a great loss to their firm.

16. Anybody else would have given you in charge and got you three months for the
assault. (para. 21) — Anyone else would accuse you of treating your
friend so roughly and cruelly, and you would be put in prison for 3
months.
give .. in charge — accuse ... of (doing something illegal)

Having neglected his duty, he would be given in charge.

Chinese Translation
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BE T UL, “RILFIHRE — R,

17 WHRAR. “BRMESXE.”

18 WiF/RE THSMMHLARXEA.

19 BREHMPUEBACCELAZT. —BEXHMMERE L THE.
i T —RBRAE B CHRURBES, 21 T 8 b b BB, O BERBR, it
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Key to Exercises

1. Reading Comprehension

A,

1. He had a way about him which would often make it appear as if you
had invited him to stay and you were glad to have him for company
while he remained only out of pure goodwill to you.

2. The married couples generally had neither the courage nor the
ability to turn him out.

3. He was cheerfully blind and deaf to all hints that he was not
welcomed.

4. No. He would help you pack up everything including his own
luggage, left the house with you and then told you where to hang the
picture.

5. Brown said that his sister-in-law would come and live in Steelman’s
room, so he couldn’t accommodate him any more.

6. Brown was made so wild that he couldn’t work;he came home angrily
that night and tried to kick out Steelman. But he failed to do so.
Instead Steelman blamed Brown for insulting him and threatened to
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send Brown to prison.

II. Vocabulary

A,

1. roving 2. offend 3. superintend 4. pathetic
5. interrupt 6. wearily 7. jolly 8. insult
B.

1. A 2.D 3.B 4. B 5.C

6. B 7. B 8.C 9.D 10. A

C.

1. precautions 2. press 3. offend 4. a hint
5. appealing 6. knocking about 7. rescued 8. mess
II. Grammar & Structure

A,

1. choice; served; requirement 2.arrival; known; starvation

3. consideration; awareness 4. orderly; maturity; growth
5. increasingly; without 6. denying; boring; varied

7. invention; unnecessary; equally 8. prediction; resulting; alteration

B.

1. A 2.C 3.B 4. A 5.D

6.B 7.C 8.C 9.B 10.D

IV. Translation

1. The city municipal government had made precautions against
typhoon before it approached the city.

2. The newly-built stadium can accommodate 10,000 audiences, so the
great sports events can be held there in the future.

3. He was laid off about one year. Without a diploma or skills, he failed
in the job market again and again, which made him desperate.

4. Many‘people reckoned that he would quit the election because of
those negative reports, but he remained and defeated his opponents.

5. His behavior aroused the indignation of all upright people, who
declared their stands and condemned his immorality in the
newspaper.
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Text B
Willie Stone

Main Idea

Willie Stone fell in love with the lovely, sweet and joyful teacher —
Miss Miller. Willie was a gentle and cheery young man and he worked in
a store, around which there always gathered some noisy boys. If a boy
made some trouble, Willie could solve the problem without hurting the
boy’s feeling. Thus he was popular with those boys. But one night
misfortune fell onto Willie. When he drove the horse back from Miller’s
home, he fell asleep and the horse hit the ridge of rock in the road.
Then the horse took alarm, started to run and Willie was thrown
forward under the wheel. After Willie’s death, Miss Miller appeared
quite calm. As usual, the next day she gave class and told the truth to
the children. Anyone could imagine how sad she was at that time, but
she kept her duty in mind — she was the teacher and teaching was her
duty.

Language Points & Difficult Sentences

1. pathos — quality in speech and writing which arouses feelings of pity,
sympathy or tenderness
@ It was a scene of real pathos.
@ They have eyes full of sadness and pathos.

2, linger — be slow in leaving, especially out of reluctance

3. For some reason this larceny never worried me, the way the theft of Mr.
Ainsworth’s lead pipe did. (para. 3) — For some reason I felt worried
about stealing Mr. Ainsworth’s lead pipe, but not the theft of
chocolate from Willie’s store.

4. So she roomed and boarded with the Stones. (para.4) — She lived in the
Stone’s home.
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board with sb. — get meals from sb. for a fixed weekly /monthly /

payment #4k

D Mrs. Jones makes a living by boarding students.

@ Some overseas students board with the local families while
studying abroad.

5. hang around — wait without purpose or activity
@D Don’t hang around; we have a train to catch.
® 1 hung around for an hour, but he didn’t come.
® Young people today seem to have no work to do; they are always

hanging around the house.

6. They wouldn’t have wanted to, not even the young men who hung around the
livery stable, ripe with derision and obscenities. (para. 5) — Even those
young men, who were contemptuous and would make offensive
languages to other people, wouldn’t make any jeering remarks about
Willie and Miss Miller.

7. at any rate — in any case; whatever happens
At any rate, we must go there.

8 marvel at — find (something or somebody) surprising or wonderful
D Even the cleverest people marvel at a child’s ability to learn his

native language in such a way.
@ We marveled at the fact that they walked away unhurt from the car
accident. RVRBMER RN T RR T EHIE T 4,

Key to Exercises

Comprehension & Appreciation

A.

1. A 2.C 3.D 4.B 5.B 6. A

B.

L A—NTBITERGHRERMAAABBE TROEH R, RAFE ZM
KR, BATAR B E M, T X0 BA BAMLLH, B RITAREBAE SR
BT EH—1 A

2. MRPBAEBERT , B—HHFUE—FFRT MBBREMAA, b REBIERE

BU/NERR S BRI B S AT
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