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The following is a brief summary of what the exam consists of. Additional details of what

is tested in each paper are given in the relevant Further Practice and Guidance pages.

approximately 30 minutes

Contents

Situations

Question Type

There are four separate sec-
tions which you hear only

once.

There are usually 40 ques-
tions. You have time to read
the questions and time at the
end to transfer your answers

to the answer sheet.

As the test progresses, the
difficulty of the questions,

tasks and text increases.

The first two sections are of a’
general, social nature. There
will be a conversation between
two people and then usually a
monologue or an interview.

In the third and fourth sec-
tions, the contexts are of an
educational or training na-
ture. There will be a conver-
sation of up to four speakers
and then a talk/lecture of

general academic interest.

The question types may in-

clude :

® multiple-choice questions

® sentence completion

® short answer questions

® completion of tables/
charts/summaries/notes

® labelling a diagram

® matching.
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THE ACADEMIC READING MODULE 60 minutes

Contents

Situations

There are three reading passa-
ges with a total of 1,500 to
2,500 words.

There are usually 40 ques-
tions. You must write your
answers on the answer sheet

within 60 minutes.

As the test progresses, the dif-
ficulty of the questions, tasks

and text increases.

The texts are of the type you
find in magazines, journals,
textbooks and newspapers.

The topics are not specific to
any one discipline. They are
all accessible to candidates
who are entering undergraduate

or postgraduate courses.

There is at least one article
which contains detailed logi-
cal argument.

The question types may in-

clude;

® multiple-choice questions

® sentence completion

® short answer questions

® completion of tables/charts/
summaries/ notes

® choosing headings

® identification of a writer’s
views or attitudes ( Yes/No/
Not Given)

® classification/matching.

THE ACADEMIC WRITING MODULE 60 minutes

Contents

Task Type

Assessment Criteria

Task 1
You are advised

You will be asked

to write a report |

You will be assessed on your ability to;
® answer the question which is asked

to spend 20 mi- | about a graph, | ® use English grammar and vocabulary

nutes and write a | table, bar chart | ® use language that is appropriate in style, register
minimum of 150 | or diagram. and content

words. ® write in a way that your reader can follow.

Task 2 You will be asked | You will be judged on your ability to:

You are advised
to spend 40 mi-
nutes and write a
minimum of 250

words.

to express your o-
pinion of a point
of view, problem
etc. , or to discuss
a problem.

® write in an appropriate style

® present a solution to the problem

® justify your opinion

® compare and contrast your evidence and opinions

® evaluate and challenge ideas.
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THE SPEAKING MODULE

11-14 minutes

- Contents

Task Type

" Assessment Critera

There are three sections:
Part 1 (4-5 minutes)

Introduction and Interview

The examiner will introduce
himself/herself, check your i-
dentification and then ask you
questions about yourself, your

home, interests, etc.

Part 2 (34 minutes)
Individual Long Talk

You will be given a card with
a subject on which you will be
asked to prepare a short talk
You will be
given a pencil and paper to

of 1-2 minutes.

make notes.

Part 3 (4-5 minutes)
Two-Way Discussion

You will take part in a
discussion with the examiner
on a subject related to the one

in Part 2.

In all parts of the speaking
module, you will be assessed
on your:

® fluency and coherence

® lexical resources

® grammatical range

® pronunciation.
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An Overview of IELTS Listening

Module Format

-

IELTS Listening has four sections, each with 10 items ( or questions). Each item is worth

one mark. The items are designed so that the answers appear in order in the listening

passage. During the test, time is given for candidates to read the questions and write

down and check their answers. Answers are written on the Question Paper as candidates

listen. When the tape ends, ten minutes are allowed for candidates to transfer their

answers onto an Answer Sheet.

The table below provides a summary of IELTS Listening.

finding out about travel

services

specific factual information

Number of
Section |Topic Area Input Main Skill Focus .
Questions
Conversation with a
1 Social Needs transactional purpose, e. g. | Listening for and noting 10




SRS D BT iR

Monologue or prompted
monologue with a ) . .
. g Listening for and noting
2 Social Needs |transactional purpose,e. g. ) . ) 10
o . specific factual information
giving information about a
public event
) . Following a conversation
. Discussion between 2—4 o o
Education i .| which involves negotiation
people in an academic . L
3 and . of meaning. Listening for 10
. context, e. g. tutorial or . X .
Training ) specific information, attitudes
seminar .
and speaker’s opinions
Following an academic
Education . . |argument. Listening for main
Monologue in an academic | . .
4 and ideas, specific information, 10
. context, e. g. lecture .
Training attitudes  and  speaker’s
opinions

Answer Format

Candidates write their answers on an answer sheet.
Timing

Approximately 30 minutes plus 10 minutes transfer time.
Marks

Each question carries one mark, giving a total of 40 marks.

Listening Texts

The first two sections are concerned with social needs. There is a dialogue between two
speakers, for example a conversation about travel arrangements, and then a
monologue, for example a recording about museum opening times.

The final two sections are concerned with situations related more closely to educational or
training contexts. There is a conversation between up to four people, for example a
conversation between a tutor and a student about an assignment, and then a further
monologue, for example a lecture of general academic interest.
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Task Types

A variety of task types is used. The principal task types are:

Task Type 1 Forms/Notes/Table/Flow-chart/Summary Completion
‘ Task Type 2 Multiple Choice

Task Type 3 Short-answer Questions

Task Type 4 Sentence Completion

Task Type 5 Labelling a Diagram/Plan/Map

Task Type 6 Classification

Task Type 7 Maitching

Recordings

Each section is played ONCE only. The recordings include a range of accents, including

British, Australian, New Zealand and American.

What aspects of listening are tested in IELTS Listening?

Sections 1 and 2 of IELTS Listening test the types of listening skills needed for survival in
an English-speaking country in situations relating to accommodation, transport,
entertainment, health, shopping etc. The main focus is on understanding key points of
factual information. Sections 3 and 4 focus on the types of academic situations likely to
be encountered by students following a training or study course in an English speaking
country, including lectures, tutorials, seminars, and discussions with other students on
academic matters. Here the student must be able to identify key points as well as detail ,
and also to cope with the negotiation of meaning and follow a line of academic argument.

Do the different sections use different task types?

No. Any section may include any of the task types listed in the Overview. However,
there will not generally be more than three different task types in any section, and in
some cases the whole section may consist of just one task type.



Are all the sections equally difficult?

No. IELTS Listening tests a wide range of abilities, and in order to allow this, the
sections gradually get more difficult from Section 1 to Section 4.

How do candidates record their answers?

Candidates write their answers on the Listening Question Paper during the test. At the
end of the recording they are given 10 minutes to transfer their answers onto the Listening
Answer Sheet.

When the instructions state that the candidate should answer in, for example,
NO MORE THAN THREE WO they lose marks by writing an answer

with more than three words, even if oneis ‘a’ or ‘the’?

Yes. Answers which exceed the word limit will be marked incorrect.
Do answers in IELTS Listening have to be correctly spelled?

Yes. Incorrect speling and grammar are penalised. However, words which the
candidates have to write will generally be high-frequency words. Both UK and US
varieties of spelling are accepted. Proper names may be spelled out in the recording.

Does IELTS Listening the different task types listed in the

Overview?

No. Each test version will contain a different combination of task types.
How is the band score for IELTS Listening calculated?

One mark is awarded for each of the 40 questions. A Band Score conversion table is
produced for each version of IELTS Listening which translates scores out of 40 onto the
IELTS 9-band scale. Scores are reported as a whole band or a half band.

How does the Listening band score relate to the overall band score?

The overall score is worked out based on the band scores for each of the four Modules ;
the final score may be reported as a whole band or a half band.

Will studying for IELTS Listening help students to improve their general listening
skills?

Yes. Students will be encouraged to listen in different ways for different purposes and to
become more aware of the strategies that English speakers use to communicate in
speech.



At the beginning of each section candidates hear a short description of the situation they
are about to listen to. This may give information about who the speakers are, where they
are and what the general topic is. This description is not written on the Question Paper,
so it is important for candidates to listen carefully.

VWil candidates have time 1o 100k e questons berore they histe

Yes, there is time for candidates to look at the questions before each section. They are
told which questions to look at.

There is one break during each of Sections 1, 2 and 3 to allow candidates time to look at
the following questions. However, there is NOT a break in Section 4.

There is usually an example at the beginning of Section 1, and for this section only, the
recording relating to the example is played twice.

nagiiy tmes ac candigates near e recoramnyg «

Each recording is heard ONCE only.

Yes. This is the case for all task types in IELTS Listening.
Will candidates have time to check their answers at the end of each section?

Yes, candidates have half a minute to check their answers at the end of each section.



Listen carefully to the introduction to each section. This will give you useful
information about the situation and the speakers.

Use the time at the beginning of each section (and in the middle of Sections 1-3)
to look through the questions and think about the topic.

Read the instructions for each task carefully. Remember to check the maximum
number of words allowed.

Write all your answers as you listen—remember you won't hear the recording a
second time.

Check that what you write makes sense in the context.

Answer all the questions even if you don’t feel sure about an answer—you may
have understood more than you think.

Wait until the end of the test to transfer your answers. You have ten minutes for
this which is plenty of time.

Write clearly when you transfer your answers. If an answer isn't clear on your
answer sheet, you will lose the mark.

Check your spelling (and grammar where necessary).

Don’t worry if you have to cross out or change an answer.

Don’t panic if you miss one question. Look ahead and concentrate on the next
one.

Don't try to rephrase what you hear. Write down the words you hear which fit the
question.

Don’t write more than the maximum number of words or letters allowed for each
answer.

Don’t copy any words that were printed on the Question Paper when you transfer
your answers to the Answer Sheet. '




Expectations of students at IELTS level

IELTS Listening is taken by both General Training and Academic candidates and is
designed to cover the full range of ability from non-user to expert user. It covers the basic
survival skills in a broad social and educational context, as well as the skills required for
academic purposes.

How we listen in our own language

Listening involves both linguistic and non-linguistic knowledge. Linguistic knowledge
includes understanding of lexis, grammar, phonology and discourse. Non-linguistic
knowledge may include understanding of the context or situation, the topic and the
purpose of the interaction. When we listen in our first language we apply both types of
knowledge at the same time to make sense of what we hear. We can use our existing
knowledge to predict what might come next, and check each prediction in the light of the
information we receive.

By using these skills, we can make sense of input in which individual sounds may be
unclear, either because of background noise or because they are affected by other
sounds in the stream of speech. We can also understand the meaning carried by stress
and intonation, and we can hold pieces of information in our short-term memory long
enough to relate it to further information given later on. In addition, we are able to
interpret not just the surface meaning of the information conveyed but the underlying
attitudes and opinions.

Developing listening skills in a foreign language

Students may develop listening skills in the classroom through listening to and interacting
with the teacher and other students. In this case the context and purpose of the
interaction is usually clear, and the student can let the speaker know if he or she has not
understood what was said.

Listening skills are also developed more formally through listening to recorded materials
via a variety of media. In this case the context and purpose may not be apparent, so
students may need to be provided with this information before they start listening. Specific
listening tasks are usually given in order to focus the students. Such tasks are likely to
involve a degree of reading and writing.

Outside the classroom there is an increasing number of opportunities for students of
English to listen to different varieties of English through leisure and educational activities
on video and TV, through songs or computer and internet activities, as well as through

10



