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1. How much do you know about Charlie Chaplin?

2. Talk about movies. Some words which are used to describe different classifications of
movies are given for your reference.

Comedies: funny, silly

Action movies: fast-moving, exciting, violent

Horror movies: scary, thrilling

Westerns: exciting

Dramas: romantic, sentimental, depressing
Science fiction movies: interesting, imaginative

3. Do you like silent films? Say something about silent films.
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Text A -

In November 1924, Charlie Chaplin married his leading lady, Lita Grey. It was no wiser a
marriage, however, than his first had been. Despite the turmoil in his private life, Charlie went on
and made a film called The Circus. Charlie had done over seven hundred takes on that tightrope—

and all for a few minutes of film. The moment The Circus was completed, he launched into

" § making City Lights. ' In the next few years Charlie was to make three of his finest films: City Lights in
1931, Modern Times in 1936, and The Great Dictator in 1940.

After failure of the third marriage in 1942, Charlie met a young woman, the daughter of the

great American playwright, Eugene O’Neill. She was only 17 years old, and she and Charlie had
fallen deeply in love. Her name was Oona. And now it was 1945, after World War I, America

10 ' had become affected by a kind of madness, an obsessive fear and hatred of communism.” Charlie

became a victim of this persecution. Against this atmosphere of persecution he set to work on a
new film. The film was Limelight, the story of an aging music hall performer and the young girl
he helped to succeed. Into it he put his memories of London and the theatrical life he had known

as a boy. At that time, America’s anti-communist emotions had found a new and more lunatic

115 voice.’ On his way to London for the premiere of the film, the US Attorney General forbade
Chaplin’s re-entry to the United States. He was in exile.

He was received warmly in London and hailed as a genius. In the US, the vicious attacks
continued, so Charlie couldn’t go back, and the family had to leave for Switzerland. In January
1953, they settled in a beautiful house at Corsier-sur-Vevey that was to be Charlie’s home for the

200 rest of his life.

Even if America had denounced Charlie, he had his family—and the acclaim of the rest of
the world. In 1954, McCarthy and his henchmen were discovered that they had been faking
evidence. Now America opened its arms to Charlie once more and he was showered with awards.

In 1975, just before his eighty-sixth birthday, Charlie, who had been one of London’s “infant

25 poor”‘, was knighted by Queen Elizabeth II.

After a life of incredibly hard work, of great triumphs and great sorrows and trials, Charlie

seemed to have entered a golden time. He was becoming frail, but loved to work as always.

“To work is to live—and I love to live.””

Christmas Eve, 1977, came and the house was brimming with children and grandchildren.
m Charlie was settled in his room, and they left the door open so that he could share in the

sounds of excitement and happiness that ran through the house.




Unit T Anecdotes of Famous Persons

In the morning, when it was time to wake him and to wish him a Merry Christmas, it was
found that Charlie had died in his sleep. He was eighty-eight years old.
It was a good day for someone who had given so much laughter and encouragement to the

world to slip away. 35
(533 words)
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m /a'klemm/ n.
L /a'fekt/ vt.

cing /'e1dziy/ adj.

necdote /'enikdaut/ w.
/di'nauns/ vi.
' /1'maufan/ n.
"eksail/ n.
feik/ vt.
| /fa'bid/ vt.
freil/ adj.
'dzimnjos/ n.
1an /'hent/man/ n.
ibly /in'kredabli/ adyv.
ht /mait/ vt.
¢ /'lunatik/ adj.
¢ /ab'sesiv/ adj.

persecution

|
} playwright /'plerrait/ n.

Lip3isi'kjuifan/ a.

praise for a person or one’s achievements #25,
to make someone feel strong emotions {# ¥ A 7= /=
i FU A TR v

old 4F17 1Y

a short story based on someone’s personal experience
B

to express strong disapproval of someone or
something, especially in public JE5t, J& 7t

a strong feeling /4%, /&

a situation in which someone is forced to leave his
own country to live in another country, especially for

political reasons JfiT-

to make something seem real in order to deceive 4
to keep from happening %% |-

physically weak ( PIAEZECEEMT ) HESIHY, H55A9
someone who has an unusually high level of
intelligence KA

someone who assists in a plot FEf1, F5IX|

extremely S5 M, omit, FEF Hb

to raise (someone) to knighthood £ ( ¥ A\ ) KHE+
mad, insane Jx( T 1]

thinking about something or someone too much or in
a way that is not normal ( 48R . JLAET7 T ) 14y
(FIAEHRRE) 1Y

cruel treatment of someone, especially because of

their religious or political beliefs i1 3

someone who writes plays Jil{EZ%
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premiere /'premied/ n. the first public performance of a play or movie ( H. 52
B ) B, (ORI ) B

the act of a scene for a film or TV ( HL BT H )
— AR A Bk

(.
|

!

|

z of or relating to the theater AEJEIAY, RBIFEHY
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

l

take /teik/ n.

theatrical /Or'etrikal/ adj.
tightrope /'tartroup/ n a rope or wire high above the ground that someone
walks along in a circus ( Z4f7 Fi#H ) ) #24
accomplishment, achievement, victory i, M)

a violent disturbance JR L, F&AL, ahEL

evil LB

triumph /'tratomf/ n.
turmoil /'t3:moil/ n.
vicious /'vifas/ adj.

victim /'viktim/ n. someone who has been attacked, robbed, or murdered

]
|
|
l
|
|
|
|
|
I
| =z
J
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chhrasesand Expressions ™

 Attorney General ( 3 EECHBECM Y ) Al
brim with TG, T
hail...as fieoooe-FRE, FleeFER
launch into (fnﬂiﬁjﬂlﬁ) iR (BE&A )
leading lady HLSE . XREISErR ) i 4 3 MY iE
shower...with ji%iﬂ}x{% """ &4r
slip away i, FETs
sorrows and trials R ]

Proper Names

Corsier-sur-Vevey Tt UK 55 T W A AR) P HIS i [X

Eugene O’Neill Jog - Bjg/R (EERREIZR )

Joseph McCarthy WFER-ZFE (EEILMGE S5, 20 {4 50

AR B 36 [ 4 = 1 R At iz sh )

Limelight CHEGHEIE) (i

Queen Elizabeth I B - o X P AATTTR Y =

The Great Dictator /dik'teito/ CRMEAE ) (REA) )
o
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1. The moment The Circus was completed, he launched into making City Lights. €51 ) K
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America had become affected by a kind of madness, an obsessive fear and hatred of
communism, & & LT —FRAER,  —Bhoxd = 32 SR H BER AN AL .

America’s anti-communist emotions had found a new and more lunatic voice. 5[ () & 3t
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. London’s “infant poor” {831 “JLHCP HEBE”

5. “To work is to live—and I love to live.” “TAEMCEA: G, MR EA. "
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Notes

Online Resources © ® ®

More information about Charlie Chaplin is available at:
http://www.ebigear.com/newstext-118-7228 html
http://www.charliechaplin.com,

More information about Charlie Chaplin’s films is available at:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charlie_Chaplin_filmography

More information about McCarthyism is available at:

http://www.absoluteastronomy.com/topics/McCarthyism
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Comprehension

Choose the best answer to each of the following questions.

1. According to the text, how many marriages did Charlie Chaplin have?
A. Two. B. Three. C. Four. D. Five.
2. What does “it” in the sentence “It was no wiser a marriage, however, than his first had been”
refer to?
A. His last marriage. B. His second marriage.
C. Charlie Chaplin. D. Lita Grey.
3. Into which film did Charlie put his memories of the London he had known as a boy?

A. City Lights. B. Modern Times. C. The Great Dictator. D. Limelight.
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4. Why did the US Attorney General forbid Charlie’s re-entry to the United States?
A. Because he was in exile.
B. Because his films were considered anti-American.
C. Because America was affected by anti-communist emotions.
D. Because he was a communist.
5. According to the text, which adjective is most suitable to describe Charlie Chaplin?
A. Romantic. B. Reasonable. C. Diligent. D. Delightful.

Answer the following questions according to the text.

1. Who was Oona?

2. What is the film Limelight about?

3. Why did America open its arms to Charlie once more in 19547

4. What great honor did Charlie win in 1975?

5. What do you think of Charlie Chaplin?

Vocabulary
Fill in the blanks with the words orexpressions given below, changing the

form if necessary.

launch into victim forbid slip away fake
hail as exile shower with affect genius

. Dr. O’Neill his children sweets because he didn’t want their teeth to be ruined.

. Many old staff sobbed after they heard that their boss at the age of seventy-eight.

. Sir Walter was one of the greatest scientific and contributed a lot in life science.

. China declared that a special fund was opened to help the of the earthquake.

. The slim girl my signature to get money from the bank.

. The banker was much by the sad news and he could not eat and sleep for three days.

. Professor Brown, a famous doctor in Boston, a long speech about the dangers of
taking drugs.

. The discovery is a scientific sensation of this century and it has changed the direction
of our economic development.

. The musician was driven into for political reasons and he never came back to his
homeland.

. The great writer was awards after going through so many sufferings.




