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uang Hua, I have known since more than 30 years. About
H two decades ago I published a big book, titled Men and
Powers; it dealt with the three world powers Russia (Soviet Union
at that time), USA and China, the 3rd world power. In that book
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I have described Foreign Secretary Huang Hua: “ ... a prudent,
seasoned and at the same time agreeable diplomat. I have always
valued highly my discussion with this detached man.”

These words have been published in the German language
already in 1987. In the meantime I have met Huang Hua and
his wife Liliang many more times, rather regulatly once in every
year. He represented the People’s Republic of China inside the
Inter-Action Council of the former heads of states and heads of
governments in an impressive and at the same time serene style.
Therefore I want to confirm today what I wrote about Huang Hua
.already in 1987. I would only add: In the meantime we have become
personal friends.

Both of us have become too old to undertake great journeys
and therefore we can’t meet anymore in person, which I deplore
very much. But my friend ought to see to it that a worthy person
is representing China in the Inter-Action Council. Because it is
not good that the USA and Russia are represented by highranking

personalities in this private club, whilst China is absent.

— Helmut Schmidt, former Chancellor of the E R. of Germany



met Huang Hua on my first secret visit to Beijing in July 1971.

After that we worked together when Huang Hua served his
country as foreign minister and ambassador to the United Nations.
In all these capacities I came to admire Huang Hua’s diplomatic
skill, subtlety and tenacity—all these qualities combined with
extraordinary human warmth and reliability.

Huang Hua is one of the ablest public servants I have met

anywhere. Beyond that I think of him as a trusted friend.

—Dr. Henry Kissinger

H uang Hua in his memoir has provided an intimate and au-
thoritative history of how Chinese leaders beginning in
the caves of Yenan propelled their nation to the center of the world
stage. No Chinese leader, apart from his mentor, Premier Zhou
Enlai, has been more closely involved than Huang Hua in the
diplomacy affecting the momentous events of the post-World War
II era. His memoir will be a lasting contribution to understanding
China and one of its most outstanding citizens.

— Seymour Topping,

former managing editor of The New York Times



Foreword

Comrade Huang Hua and I are contempo-
raries. From the days of our youth, we have always
followed the CPC. Our lives have been closely
related to its struggles. Time has slipped by, and
now we are old. We are gratified to see that China’s
economy is flourishing, the people’s livelihood is

improving steadily, and China’s international status

is continuing to rise.

I met Comrade Huang Hua during the De-
cember 9 Student Movement of 1935, when we were university students, he
at Yenching (Peking), I at Tsinghua. Ardently patriotic, we fiercely opposed
Japanese aggression, determined that China would never be enslaved. To-
gether with students from Beiping (Beijing) and Tianjin, we held high the
banner of resistance against Japan and for national salvation, and fought
tenaciously against the reactionary government’s troops and police.

The Chinese Workers and Peasants Red Army, led by the CPC, estab-
lished a revolutionary base in northern Shaanxi Province. Like a brilliant rising
red sun, it enthralled tens of thousands of noble-minded patriots. Huang Hua
and [ cast aside our pens and hurried to join the revolutionary forces in Yenan.

An amusing incident still remains in my memory. In 1946 I was work-
ing for Vice-chairman Zhou Enlai at Meiyuan New Village in the city of
Nanjing. Huang Hua was in Beijing with the Military Mediation Headquar-
ters. The Central Command entrusted him with a mission to deliver 100
ingots of gold to Meiyuan New Village. Comrade Lai Zulie first checked
them over. “How come there is one ingot too many?” he joked. “They must

12>

have given birth to a little one!” Huang Hua rejoined, straight-faced.

Huang Hua was involved in foreign affairs for several decades, start-
ing in the 1930s in Bao’an, in northern Shaanxi Province, when he acted as
interpreter for Hdgar Snow. Later, in Yenan, he got to know quite a few for-

cign friends and journalists, as well as members of the US Army Observer
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Group (popularly known as the “Dixie Mission”).

After the founding of the People’s Republic of China in 1949, Huang
Hua was appointed to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Under the direct lead-
ership of Premier Zhou Enlai and Foreign Minister Chen Yi, he took part in
many important diplomatic activities. These developed in him the boldness
of vision and talent for maneuver so essential to a skilled diplomat.

Deeply influenced by Zhou Enlai’s highly principled conduct in mat-
ters of diplomacy, and his serious yet relaxed charm, Huang Hua always
bore in mind the Premier’s caution: “There is a limit to how much you can
concede in foreign affairs.” Huang Hua was a modest and prudent diplo-
mat, a man of steadfast principle with a firm grasp of policy, and a thort-
ough professional with a pioneering and enterprising spirit.

I remember the end of May 1989, just before the outbreak of the po-
litical storm which followed in June. Huang Hua was about to leave for the
US to attend a meeting of the Inter-Action Council. In strict observance of
Party discipline, through Yao Yilin he checked with me on the stance of the
Central Committee regarding this complicated situation. On New China’s
long and difficult road, whenever the revolution hit a snag, Huang Hua
stood rock-solid with the CPC Central Committee.

In addition to always remembering the foreign friends who devoted
themselves to China’s revolution and construction, Huang Hua has always

devoted considerable attention to making new friends. China has always

and will always—need the support and help of friends abroad. Several
NGOs under Huang Hua’s leadership have done much to promote friend-
ship and understanding among people all over the world.

I appreciate Huang Hua’s efforts at the age of 90 in writing a book of
memoirs recalling his revolutionary and diplomatic experiences, revealing to

us the stirring events of 70 momentous years.

‘/‘r . Song Ping

N -

w7 June 2007
Editors note: Song Ping was a member of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau

of the 13th and 14th CPC Central Committees.



Preface

I was very pleased to read the Huang Hua
Memoirs.

In his early years Huang Hua was active
in the student movement of resistance against
the Japanese invaders and for national salvation,
and also served as secretary of the Communist

Party Group of the Beiping (Beijing) Student

Federation. After his graduation from Yenching
University, Huang gladly accepted an invitation
from the American journalist Edgar Snow to join him in traveling to the
Chinese soviet region in northern Shaanxi Province. Rather than return to
the capital, Huang stayed in the Red Army, and later began his unique career
in external affairs.

The past seven decades—from the 1930s to the present day—have

been a petiod when the Chinese people struggled valiantly in the cause of
the people’s democratic revolution, and made dramatic achievements in
economic construction under the leadership of the Communist Party of
China (CPC).

Joining in this great mission were tens of thousands of Chinese intel-
lectuals. Huang Hua was one of them. He has often said that he was born
at the right time, and his life has been a rich one.

In fact, Huang Hua did a lot of important work in foreign affairs for
the CPC before libration. During that period, he worked with the US Army
Observer Group in Yenan, and took a position in the Military Mediation
Headquarters formed jointly by the KMT, CPC and US Army.

Under the direction of Vice-premier Deng Xiaoping, Huang Hua,
as China’s foreign minister, completed the negotiations for and signed the

Peace and FPriendship Treaty Between China and Japan, and masterminded
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the establishment of diplomatic relations between China and the United
States. These two achievements were of great strategic importance for
China, having been initiated by Chairman Mao Zedong and Premier Zhou
Enlai but never completed in their lifetimes.

From 1983 Huang Hua served as vice-chairman of the Standing Com-
mittee of the National People’s Congress and member of the Standing
Committee of the Advisory Committee under the CPC Central Committee.
He also participated in meetings with prominent international personalities,
and promoted China’s reform and open-door policies, its stand against Tai-
wan “independence” and its efforts to safeguard world peace. Huang Hua
has also undertaken work for NGOs to enhance education, welfare, public-
ity and friendship with foreign countries.

Huang Hua has been my intimate friend and comrade-in-arms.

As long ago as in 1945 I worked with the US Army Observer Group
in Yenan as his associate. We have known each other well for many decades,
and [ feel that he is a person of honor, loyal to the Party, adhering to prin-
ciples, diligent, frank, earnest and pragmatic.

He always remembered Comrade Chen Yun’s exhortation to eschew
dogmatism and cleave to truth.

Huang Hua’s record of his life, his revolutionary deeds and his diplo-
matic experiences are both interesting and useful for younger generations.

The December 9 Student Movement was a great event in the history
of the modern Chinese revolution. Huang Hua was one of the leaders of
the Movement, and his account of those years is a true monument to its
development,

His relationship with Edgar Snow was uniquely close among the Party
leaders. Snow’s book Red Star over China spurred many young Chinese to
go to Yenan, and I was one of them. Snow’s book was completed with the
help of Huang Hua. His descriptions of Snow’s visits to the soviet districts
in Shaanxi, Gansu and Ningxia are an invaluable historical record.

Huang Hua was one of the leading figures in the semi-official diplo-

macy of the early years of the CPC. His memoirs contain detailed depic-

v
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tions of the activities of the US Army Observer Group and the Beiping
Military Mediation Headquarters, reminding us of their widespread influ-
ence at that time.

At the preliminary stage of liberation, the Military Control Commis-
sions in Chinese cities were busy eliminating foreign privileges and foreign
influence in China, and strengthening the state sovereignty of New China.
Diplomatic relations between China and other countries had not yet been
established. The work of foreign affairs was going through a complicated
situation. Foreign affairs and foreign enterprises needed to be treated care-
fully. Huang Hua undertook this difficult task, serving as division chief of
foreign nationals’ affairs in Tianjin, Nanjing and Shanghai. In Nanjing, in
particular, his contacts with Ambassador Leighton Stuart were an important
part of China-US relations.

Huang Hua, as a spokesman and adviser of the Chinese delegation,
participated in the Geneva Conference and the Asian-African (Bandung)
Conference, which were the two most significant international meetings
China took part in the early 1950s. He actively contacted foreign correspon-
dents, sending news of New China to the rest of the world.

Huang’s earnest work style was highly appreciated by the late Premier
Zhou Enlai. Many initial diplomatic posts were assigned to him: ambassa-
dor to Ghana, ambassador to Canada and China’s first permanent represen-
tative to the United Nations.

Motcover, he was the only Chinese ambassador not to be recalled to
join the Cultural Revolution. Premier Zhou deliberately insisted in keep-
ing him abroad as China’s “contact point to the outside world.” During the
period of “ping pong” diplomacy, as assistant to Premier Zhou, he handled
the delicate negotiations. He was also a member of the three-person group
which held talks with Dr. Henry Kissinger during the latter’s secret visit to
China.

During the years when he was foreign minister he made many contri-
butions of strategic significance in foreign affairs such as the establishment

of diplomatic relations between China and Japan. These agreements—mile-

\
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stones in the history of New China’s foreign affairs were reached after long
and arduous efforts.

The work of people-to-people friendship between China and other
countries conducted by Huang Hua was rich in achievements. As a leading
Chinese statesman, he had long-time contacts with many foreign friends.
This implies that he was not only paying attention to official diplomacy but
also fostering friendship with people of all walks of life of other countries.

The Huang Hua Memoirs is not only an enlightening account of the his-
tory of the rise and triumph of New China but a book of high educational
value to the younger generation. I am confident that it will find a wide and

enthusiastic readership.

/\% % Ling Qing
\] July 2007

Ling Qing, a descendent of the 19th century Chinese national hero Lin Zexu, has served as

China’s permanent representative to the United Nations.
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