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I . Media Development and

Information Equality
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UNESCO—the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) was founded on 16 November 1945. For this specialized United Nations
agency, it is not enough to build classrooms in devastated countries or to publish
scientific breakthroughs. Education, Social and Natural Science, Culture and
Communication are the means to a far more ambitious goal: to build peace in the
minds of men.

As early as 1942, in wartime, the governments of the European countries,
which were confronting Nazi Germany and its allies, met in the United Kingdom for
the Conference of Allied Ministers of Education (CAME). The Second World War
was far from over, yet those countries were looking for ways and means to reconstruct
their systems of education once peace was restored. Very quickly, the project gained
momentum and soon took on a universal note. New
governments, including that of the United States,
decided to join in.

Upon the proposal of CAME, a United Nations

Conference for the establishment of an educational

and cultural organization ( ECO) was convened in
London from 1 to 16 November 1945. Scarcely had The opening of UNESCO’s
the war ended when the conference opened. It first General Conference at
the Sorbonne, Paris ( 20
November to 10 December
1946).

© UNESCO/Eclair Mondial

gathered together the representatives of forty-four
countries. Spurred on by France and the United
Kingdom, two countries that had known great
hardship during the conflict, the delegates decided
to create an organization that would embody a genuine culture of peace. In their
eyes, the new organization must establish the “intellectual and moral solidarity of
mankind” and, in so doing, prevent the outbreak of another world war®.

At the end of the conference, thirty-seven countries founded the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. The Constitution of UNESCO,
signed on 16 November 1945, came into force on 4 November 1946 after ratification
by twenty countries; Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, Czechoslovakia,,

Denmark, Dominican Republic, Egypt, France, Greece, India, Lebanon,

@ http: //portal. unesco. org/en/ev. php-URL_ ID = 6207&URL_ DO = DO _ TOPIC&URL _
SECTION =201. html.



