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Paragraph Unity

Chapter

Pre-writing 3292

Motivation is an important ingredient of writing. You can write best about
those things about which you have knowledge, interest, strong feelings and
opinions, or personal experience. While you are reading the following
paragraphs, determine the topic and the ideas presented. Then try to discover

more topics and ideas for your own writing.

In rock music there is a distinct and almost overwhelming beat. No

single beat is characteristic of the music today. But each song has an easily

~ recognized rhythm. As you listen to a song, your foot usually starts to
~ pick up the beat. Before long, your entire body seems to be moving with
it. Your head pounds with the beat, and there is no room for thought.
Only the surge of the music is important. In its own way, rock music is as
*  dominant as the Rock of Gilbraltar. Its message is an overpowering

emotional one.

Robert G. Bander, From Sentence to Paragraph ,

‘ Japanese women have changed since the war. They have become
prettier, brighter, more decisive, more outspoken. The young people
certainly are far more logical and far less sentimental than the prewar
generations. Some regret this. They think women, in gaining their

¢ freedom, have lost their femininity—their modesty, their warmth, their
shy grace. They accuse women of being drawn to superficial things. A

* modern Japanese woman, they say, instead of trying to enrich her inner

self, is in a mad scramble to ape anything that is new and foreign—{fashions,
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cosmetics, hairdos, rock-and-roll. And there are many Japanese who say
that a caricature of an up-to-date wife is one who sits beside a washing
machine in a house that has no hot running water.

Reiko Hatsumi, “Japanese Women,” The Mercurial Women

Some researchers discovered that college women—but not men—
adjusted their eating depending on their companions. Men and women in
contemporary American society appear to differ in their responses to social
signals regarding eating. Women ate less when their eating partners were
men than when they were with other women. When the women were
seated with attractive, unattached men, they ate especially lightly. The
researchers hypothesized that the women may have eaten lightly as a way

of demonstrating their femininity to desirable men.

Byer &. Shainer,Living Well,
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Paragraph Unity

Z-What is unity?

Just as a sentence is a group of words conveying a complete thought, so a
paragraph is a group of sentences advancing the thought somewhat further. Each
paragraph should leave a reader more informed at the end than he was at the
beginning. A paragraph is normally identified by having its first sentence
indented a few spaces. This indentation tells a reader that the material in the
paragraph represents a separate unit of thought.

The fact that an English paragraph constitutes a separate unit of thought is
its most important quality. In composing a paragraph, a writer discusses only one
topic or one aspect of a topic. This characteristic of a paragraph is known as
unity, or singleness of purpose. Because an English paragraph concentrates on a
single idea, all the facts, examples, and reasons used to develop that idea must be
relevant. A writer who introduces material that is not directly related to a
paragraph’s topic runs the risk of losing his reader.

Study the following short paragraph to help you better understand what

unity is. The boldfaced words are transitions. Notice that every sentence expands
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on the topic announced in the opening sentence: the beginnings of the sea. The
writer even restates the subject in the fourth sentence to remind her reader that
all of the details toward the end of the paragraph should explain how the earth got

its ocean—and only that topic.

Beginnings are apt to be shadowy, and so it is with the beginnings of
that great mother of life, the sea. Many people have debated how and
when the earth got its ocean, and it is not surprising that their
explanations do not always agree. For the plain and inescapable truth is
that no one was there to see, and in the absence of eyewitness accounts
there is bound to be a certain amount of disagreement. So if I tell here a
story of how the young planet Earth acquired an ocean, it must be a story
pieced together from many sources and contain in many whole chapters the
details of which we can only imagine. The story is founded on the testimony
of the earth’s most ancient rocks, which were young when the earth was
young; on other evidence written on the face of the earth’s satellite, the
moon; and on hints contained in the history of the sun and whole universe
of star-filled space. For although no man was there to witness this cosmic
birth, the stars and the moon and the rocks were there, and, indeed, had
much to do with the fact that there is an ocean.

Rachel Carson,“Mother Sea: The Gray Beginnings,” The Sea Around Us

So, to insure unity, you should:

(1) present only one topic or one part of a topic;

(2) state a single thought;

(3) use examples, facts, and reasons to explain that single thought;

(4) leave out the material that is not properly related to the rest of the

paragraph.
How to Write a Unified Paragraph? > >> >

(1) Indicate the topic clearly in one or a few words;

(2) Make a point about it to form a controlling idea;
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ﬁﬂ]‘ (3) Write a general sentence containing the topic and the controlling idea;

(4) Think about and select some details closely related to the controlling idea;

T

& (5) Write more sentences containing the specific details;
&3 (6) Achieve unity by some devices, like repeating or referring to the key word or

1 phrase frequently in some sentences.
. For example

(1) Topic: water

(2) A point made: one of the most essential nutrients in the body.

(3) Write one sentence like this: Water is one of the most essential nutrients in
the body.

(4) Details to support or develop the controlling idea:
—a major component of all body fluids
—a solvent that distributes nutrients and eliminates waste products
—a role in regulating body temperature, maintaining the body’s acid-base
balance, taking part in every chemical reaction

(5) Write the following sentences containing the above details:
Water is a major component of all body fluids, as well as a solvent that
distributes nutrients throughout the body and eliminates waste products.
Water also plays a major role in regulating body temperature, maintaining the
body’s acid-base balance, and taking part in every chemical reaction that
occurs in the body.

(6) Combine the main idea sentence and the supporting sentences, using some

devices as indicated by the words in bold type.

Water is one of the most essential nutrients in the body. It is a major
component of all boedy fluids, as well as a solvent that distributes nutrients
throughout the body and eliminates waste products. Water also plays a major
role in regulating body temperature, maintaining the body’s acid-base

balance, and taking part in every chemical reaction that occurs in the body.
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{.More Examples

R R R R S A RN T T

- The saying “One picture is worth 1, 000 words” suggests the

importance to a writer of thinking by examples. By putting the right
examples in a paragraph or composition, a writer can tell his or her idea to
a reader. But the art of using the right examples is not easy to learn.
Choosing examples calls for imagination. Using examples well calls for
both reasoning and control. Examples must make abstract ideas more
concrete. At the same time, examples must not lead a reader away from a
writer’s central purpose. Clear thinking is needed for good writing. Clear
.+ thinking alone helps a writer choose examples that will explain the idea of
. an essay. You must have a plan instead of a grocery list. You must write
with your mind as well as your pen because a composition is an act of
» thought.
Robert G. Bander, From Sentence to Paragraph ,

Note that the word “examples” is repeated to maintain unity in
Sentences 2 through 7. The word “thinking” appears in Sentences 8 and 9;
the related words “plan” and “mind” appear in sentences 10 and 11,
respectively. So, the writer has insured unity of a paragraph by careful
word repetition. Other devices used include a pronoun (a writer—his/her;
you—zyour), a synonym, and a near-synonym ( essay—composition;

choose—use, etc. ).

The following paragraph comes from a nutrition chapter in a health
textbook. The topic is stated in just one word and repeated or referred to

frequently throughout the paragraph.

Food is part of everyday life, whether we are socializing with friends
over meals, gathering with family for the holidays, or discussing a
business proposition over lunch. Certain foods may even trigger

memories, good or bad, or of certain events from our childhood. You can




